
THE PEARL • DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION., i
son, 4i Charlotte de Montmoreanci, hadl not, in after years, trans-
rendedi bis own.

Iiistory has, with lier usual partiality, passed lightly over ibis
dark spot in tie character of the gay, the gallant, the chivalh ic

enri Quatre, without bestowing a single comment on the lofty
spirit ofhonourable iidependmence that characterised the conduct
of his youthful kins.man on this trying occasion ; and lias left
wholly unnoticed the virtue and conjugal heroism of the high-born
beauty, who nobly preferred shariig the poverty and exile of ber
husaband te ail the ponp and distinctions that were in the gift ofa
royal lover,

CH RISTIAN FHILOSOPilY.
LECTURE ON THE HUMAN EYEI

By Th1omas Taylor.

CHAPTER 1.

Re that formed the eye, shait he not see ?-PSALM's xciii. 9,

The anatomy and physiology of the buman eye, constitute one
of the maost interesting branches of natural science. Thera is a
fascination in the study rivalling the most enchanting scenes of
fiction and romance. As an ornament te the countenance of man,
t i se exquisitely beautifl-as an organ of the noblest of the

senses, il is se inexpressibly useful-and as a piece of complicated
mecbanism, it is se consummately perfect-that the human eye
is emiedenly entitlet te tise attention of aIl persons of every sta-
tion and degree.

Dees beauty attract us ? Does the bright attire ià which the
rose and tie daisy, the violet and the lily are arrayed, win our
notice and regard? Does the feathered race, in se many of
which are combinet alegancy of shape and briiliancy of plumage,
command our attention and love ? Do the insecttribes, those " fa-
vorite productions of nature, and to which she bas given the most
delicate touch and highest finish of lier pencil," excite our endless
admiration ? Does the lovely spring with her green tapestry and
her expanding buds, her refreshing odeurs, and her cloudiless skies,
exhilirate our spirits, and cal forth the expression of gratefal ado-
ration ? And shall we fai te nuier among tie infinite beauties of
nature, that most beautifal of ail beautifal objects, the human eye.
The clearness of water, the transparenrcy of glass, and the lustre
of precious stonles delight rs ; and allait we refuse te hc charmed
with the humours cf the eye, more pellucid than crystal, and in-
finitely surpassing in brightness thle most polishsed imirrur ? The
varicus faiii'ies of plants so ricih with colours, " dipped in hea-
ven," render as umnixed delight, and shall the beautifai colours
of the eye which our Creator has selected te adorti the huma0
face divine, the sveetness and dolicacy of the blue, or the fire and

ivacIty of the blaick, yield us no pleasure and sitisfaction ? Take
the various qualities whichs entitle an object to he ranked among
tie beautifal, according-to the teory of that imperial writer of the
Inglish language, Edmund Burbe, and ob.eseve how ail thmese
qualities uite in a single eye. An object te le beautifni must
ha comparatively samall, andi what is the eye Lut a resplendent
little glo3e, peering fron benieath tle folied drapery of the soft
and pliant eye-lid, It muest ha smooil, and is not the surfice of
the eye free fron ail asperity ? does not the finger glde evenly
over it without the least obstruction ? and does net the beautiful
curtain, the iris, present a sncoth and velvet-like appearance. hI

tiust be delicate, and surely if extreno delicacy bas its chief re-
sidence in one object mora than ail others, itis in the human eye.
But enough ; on this subject let the od Englisli poqt Spenser
teach us, in the quaint and homenely style of Our forefathers,

L.ong wyh le t souglit to whtm I tmihi;tIt compMe
'Tio'se powerr'i e cm, vwhii t lPhien myi dlrk sipiri
Vet fom:d I noht t'i carii, ta whiich I tiare
Reemmble tih imme r thler "oomviht i
Neot lo them~ en, for'thee do "mhine byi nih;

Nor te Ilo thisc h1l ha i r sîumer

Nor to hie ire, rar thmey conseiîm; mot cr;
Nor toe iet ulitnma, fur t"y s!.!] ï-, "ver,
Nor, t. (he diunid, fr the' m more tender ,
N,S ait rr fal mi'mm'l .mue liran CNve,;

V I ýtn < iii, : il i'm ,ic' "i ui - mffsad 'ie..
Tn to ta M s 'm If th' If ý t be;

Vhoec e :i doth lighten ill ait iere we sec.

And certam it is, il' Our hearts are realy susceptible of thie ciarms
If beit.ty, the Organ cf vicimn wilI net be a despised, neglected

io thse prosecntion of this interesting engniry, we are faithier,
invitei by the reu trility of the seise of sight. " If we shall

uppose ant order of beings"- ve oc the striking illustration of
Dr. Ri-" endued wvitl every human faeulty but that of sight,
how incredib!e it vou'ld ppear I, 11ch beings, acenistomed only
tu thî slow information cf touci, that, by the addition Of an or-
gan, consisting of a ball and socket of an inch diameter, they might
he enab!eà, in un inst:mt of tieme, without changing their p!ace,
in peceivn the diposiimn of a whole army, or the' order of a
iattle, the figure of a mammgnificent palace, or ail the variety of a

la'nm]Fcape ? If a man were by feeling te find out the figure Of
th- Peal ef Tenerif'e, or even tif St. Peter's church at Rome, il
wluld be the work of a lifetime."-

it would appear stillmore incredible to suich beinigs as Wc

have supposed, if they ývere informed of th discoveries which
may be madle by this littie organ in things far beyond the reach

of any other sensa that by means of it we can find our way ib
the pathless ocean ; that we can traverse the globe of the earth,
dýtermîine its figure and dimensions, and delineate every region of
it : vea, that we can measure the planetary orbs and make disco-
veries in the region of the fixed stars."

And simple as sight is, of what instruction and joy and beauty
and ever-varying magnificence is it the source. Deprived of it,
and the light which glows in the ruby, sparkles in the diamond,
and flames froms the sun, would ho unproductive of pleasure te
mitan. For hlim nature would put on her beauteous garb in vain-
and the sweet moon with her silver radiance, and the myriads of
golden orbs which deck the sable robe of night, would prove use-
less to him-and ail the wonders which crowd the miniature
worlds of animated existence in every drop of water, would exist
unknown to haim. The morning and the evening would he alike
to hie, and the revolving seasons would succeed each othier,
without ministertng te his instruction by the variety of beautiful
objects they exhibit. Almost te any extent we might expAtiate on
the unspeakable advantages of vision, and yet the half would net
be told. To receive so great a part of the happiness of our pre-
sent existence from the sense of sight, and not te reflect on its
noble organ, is, undoubtedly,, te evinçe a thsokless heart te the
giver of every good and perfect gift "

Independent, however, of the beauty and utility of the eye, iu
its mechanism 'it displays such perfect ingenuity of construction,
such exquisite nicety of workmanship, and such completeness of
adaptation te the purposes of vision, thatviewed simply as a re-
fued optical instrument, it eminently merits our attention end re-
gard. Alsnost from lime immemoriali k bas been tise @abject of
glowing eulogy and profound admiration. A scientifie examina-
tion of the structure of the eye, produced in the mmd of that emi-
ient ancient physician Galen, the conviction that there was a

Ged. Socrates expatiated on 'ta wonderfui mechanisin, and the
princely pen of Cicero wais eriployed le unfolding the various com-
plicated parts of this astonishing contrivance. And among the
modems, we need hardly remark, that no single ohj3ct in nature
lias elirited se nuch panegyric. Take a few testimenies in
proof. Says the distinguished Euler, " we discover in the struc-
ture of the eye perfections which the most exalted genius couhld
never have imagined-it infnitely surpasses every piece of nechzia-
nism which human skill is capable Of producing." Says Dr. Th-
mas Brown, the eye is a machine of suris exquisite and obvies
adaptation to the cffects produced by it, as to be, of itself, in de-
moustratmg the existence of the Divine Being who contrived it,
equal m force te many volumes o' theo!ogy. 'he atheist vio
has seen and studied its interna structure, and yet continues an
atheist, may be fairly considered as beyond the power of mere or-
gument te reclaim.- Says Ur. Reid, " the structurd of the eye
and ail its appurtenancep, clearly demonstrate this orgmn ta be a
master-piece of Nature's work.'' The celebrated Dr. Bre'wster
remarks that, " while the hiuman eye has been admired by ordina-
ry observers fer the beauty of ils forn, the power of its move-
ments, and the variety of its expression, it bas excited the won-
der of philo.ophers by the exquisite nechanisn of its interior, and
its singular adaptation te the variety of purposes wihich it has te
serve." Dr. Arnott, with thatspirit of enthusiasm which breathes
in ail his writings, observes, that " the human eye in its'simplici-
ty is so perfect, so unspeakably perfect, that the searchers after
tangible evidences of the existence of an all-wi4e and good Cre-
tor, have declared their wilingness tobe himited to it alone, in the
midst of millions, as thieir one triumpiant proof." And Dr.

Roget, in bis most excellent treatise on Animal and Vegetable
Physiology, prononàices that, " on none of tie works of the Cre-
ator which we are permimîtted te behold, have the characters of in-
tention bt-en moor deepy and legibly engraved, thanr in the ergan
of vision, for the mo'st profouni.d scientific ilnestigaetions ofthe ana-

tony of the eye concur in siowing, ihat the whole of its structure

and a!l its p rts, are fmished wi th that iathimatical exactness
wh;ich the preciszion of the effect requires, and whici no human
eort ean ever hlpe to approach-fir less to attain." Tlese, he
it remerchlered, aie the clear, piiiosopluical corclusions of ia few
of the greant lighls of the scientific wor:d, and we have iniroduced
them, to excita an intense interest on this mest interbsîng subject,
and t> voork up the rmind to that pilch of ardent enthusiasm whicih
should he felt by ail, engiged in se delightfula study. But ifthese
fail ia enlisting ail our awakenei energies in this pursait, we have
'aft one other resource. Ilow perfect is the knowledge of God !
how infinite his understandin« ! how inconceivable the exerci'es
of the attribute of his omniscience ! Antid yet in the inspired vo-
lume, the proof of thie attribute is brought, not so much from the
ponderous orbe of athe universe, guided in their motions hy un
omnipotent arm, bat tle proof is triampiantly adduced front the
minute hall of the eye, gracefully rol:ing in its societ, and takmin.
full'cogmizance of ail the rich and varied beauties of an exterded
landscape. 'Says ties roiyal monarch of Israel, "I le that formed

the eye, shal he not see." Concede that God possesses ail the

wisdom necessary te invent and perfect se curions and acccrate an
instrument as the eye, and you must concede that he as un-

bounde inltelligecue, for se perfectly conclusive is the reasoning,

that a man must admit its sondness, or take refuge in the gloom
and misery of atheisn. In the formation of the human eye, then,
we have a constant demonstration that the Lord is a God of
knowledge. This simple consideration will, I trust, inspire us
with a quenchless ardour, in the acquirement of just and enlarged
views, of the mechanisml and vital endownients ofso admirable an

organ as the human eye.

ANIMATED EXIsTENc1:.-" Onethousand millions of human
beings are conjectured te exist upon this revolving planet. But
who can number the quadrupeds and birds, the fishes that pass
aloqg the great waters, and the insect population that inhabit every
leaf and opening flower. Examine a map of the world. There
are the RiphSn hills, and Caucasus, and the magnificent sweep of
the Andes. There are the Cordilleras, and the high hills of Tartary
and China. Yonder are the snow-clad montains of the frozen
regions, and beneath them rolls the Arctic ses. Lower down is
Iceland, the cultivated fields of Britain, civilized Europe, and
burning 'Africa, the vast continent of America, stretching from
north to south, the smiling plains of Mexico, Paru, and Chili, tur-
baned India, and aIl the glory and luxuriance of the east. Look
again, but with the mental eye, for the visual organ'can no longer
follow it ; dissimilar races of men are conspicuous in various por-
tions of the globe. One part is crowded with fair men, in another
are sean clear olive faces, in another, black. Same are swar.

tIhy, others of pale complexions. Their hngnsges are various,
and their modes of thinking widely different. Each continent,
and every large island, has aise its own peculiar kind of quadru-
petis, and birds, and insects. The lordly lion, the bear, the ante-
lope, the wild bison, the tusked elephant, the reipdeer, the wolf,
the bear, and arctic fox, have aIl their boandaries assigned them.
The air is filled with a winged population. The lakes and pond*,
every sea and river, is stocked with fish and animsated being3, of
strange forms and aspects. Myriads of insects, and creeping things
innumerable, are seen walking in the green savannai te their
forests of interminable length, and among the branched mose that
clothes the roots and branches of higha trees. And more tihan
even these, every leafthat quivers in the sun-beam, and every
flower that minks the dev of heaven,is in itself a world cf anima-
ted life.

'' Over the mighty whole watches One who never slumbers,
and whose ear is ever open te the prayers of his ichildren. Hle is
our Father : bis eye is perpetually upon us ; the darkness of the
niglt cannot bide fron himâ, he spieth out ail our ways. He will
net overlook us in the thronged city ; tuer need we fear tc be for,
gotten in tie noust solitary place."

La'nicAL POETRY OF G RECE.-" 1lie peculiar chariter
of the Greek lyrical poetry can onlmy be understoud by rerember-
ing its inseparable connexion with musie: and the gencral ap-
plication of both, not only te religious, but political purposes.
The Dlorian states regarded the lyre and the song as powerful in-
struments upen the education, the manners, and the national
character of their citizens. With them these acts were watchied
and regulated by the law, and the poet acquired something of the
social rank, and airned at much of the moral design ofa o tates-
man and a legisiator ; aviile, in the lonian states, the wonderful
stir and agitation, the changegand experiments in government, the
rapid growth in luxury, commerce, and civilisation, aflorded te a
poetry, which was not, as with us, considered a detachmed, un-
social, snd solitary art, but which was associated with every event
of ictual life-occasions of vast variety-themes of universal
animation. The eloquence of poetry wiil always be more ex-
citing l its appealms-the love for peetry ahssays more diffused
throughtout a people in proportion as it is less written than re-
cited. Hlow few even at this day wvill read a poem I!-whatcrowds
wili listen te i song ! Recitation transfers tle stage ofeffect front
the clait to the ia mutitude-thepublic becomes at audience, the
pett un orator ; and when we remember that the poetry thus
created, embodyiag the most vivid, popular, animated subjects
of interest, was unitei with ail the pomp of festival and show-
aii the grandet, the mostelaborate, and artfli effects of music
-we may unde2rst:.nd wby the true genius of lyrical composition
has passed for ever away 'from the modern world."-Bul.er's

E N G L A N D
England ! my native land, O loved the most

Nul 'fur ti avealth. liait coul ont maIw tfiler grata;
1mtî p ver, immihnov a thoussan yesaM elate,

M'alledl round by love with valour's peerless hostil
Liut tiiat tiou art orevery land the bouai

For glurious charters of an ancient date,
Throuigh which from time te lime rageneratce.

Thou sled'st new light on every distant coast.

w'henre had America the seul she prizes,
ut frotm thine institutions fraed Or Ot] ?

An1 irin ber more brig'tr Our phenix ries, '

If C-om lier ore more pure dows freedomls gold,
W' il the iht tiaI Cheers and thua surprises,

£:.glanud, ihy lirst-bcrn, beatiittlIl neC bolA!


