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+ Tim God raised up the third day, and showed
Ilim openly, not to all the people, but unto wit-
nesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did
ait and drink with Him after He rose from the
dead, and He commanded us to preach unto the
penple, anl to tostify that it was He that was

ordained of God to be the judge of quick and -

dend ™!

Then, speaking of from am, 34 to 36, he
RN —

“Now Christians, in the New Testament, ave
divided into two classes, the rulers and the
riled 5 the latter to obey, the former to be
oheyed. 8o Ileb, xiii., 17, “Obcy them that
have the rule over you, and submit to them, for
they wateh in behalf of yoursouls, as they that
shall give aceount, that they may do it with
jov, amd not with grief, for this were unprofita-
ble for you,”’

He holds that there is no doubt that thers
were apostles, elders, and deacons in cvery
church, and that in all the passages the words
bishop and elders are synonymous, which is
clearly put Dy Theodoret, a.n. 3%, “They
w:ed to call, formally, the suame persons presby-
ters and bishops, while those now called bish-
ops they used to name apostles.”  So Paul and
Barnabas, Silvanus, Timotheus, and Titns,  So
2 Cor, xi, 13, where St. Paul warns the Corin-
thians against the influenee of some that he
speaks of ax ¢ fulse apostles, deceitful workers,
transtorming themselves into apagtles of Christ
(without the article wrongly inserted in our Au-
thorized Version).  Agnin, 2 Cor, vili, 23, ‘The
apostles of the churches, and the glory of
Christ.” To sueh a class did Fpaphroditus be-
long, who wis, in his relation to 8t. Paul (Phil.
i, 25), Ids ¢ brother, and companion in Izbor
an fellow-soldier,” but in relation 1o the Phil-
lippians their apostle.  And it is quite clear that
all tho ¢, whe her apnstles, elders, bishops, or
deacons, were nob appoinied to their office by
the congregation, bui by those set over them in
faord, St Paulordained elders in every chureh,
and sent others, such as Titus and Timothy, to
oridain others on his hehalf, They were selected
and ordained to w specinl oftice and ministry,
and without direct mission from Christ, through
the hands of His appointed ministers, no one
ever attempted to act,
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SURRECTION,

It might be claimed broadly, he said, that
even aparl from direet reveladon the Resurree
tion i a doctrine which approves itself instine-
tively to the mind of man. Dim, shadowy,
uncertain, often overwhelemed with doubts,
huve ever been the thoughts and anticipations
of the human race ; yet searcely has a nation
ever heen xo long in the scale as not to form
some vague anticipation or 4o have acceepted
some splendid guess of  consciousness beyond
the grave. In the resurrection of nature we may
see o parable and’ a prophecy of the resurree-
tion of man,  In the winds of autumn the dend
leives are whirled from the trees, the fields are
{ull of waste and stubble, the colours of the land-
seapeare only gorgeous with a melancholy de-
qy—the sunset hues, ay it were, before the
approach of darvkness. Then comes the long
dreary winter, with its snows,and its blizzards,
and its fors;  and all this resembles the decay
and death of man, Bnt all this revives once
more,  The woods burst into myriads of emer-
alds ; primroses fill the air with their delicate
perfume, the hyacinths voil their blue rivulets
through the woodlund paths. Shall man alone,
the erown and flower of creation, have no
spring 2 Shall Nature veserve her resurrec-
tions for her slightest and frailest creatures ;

shall she enalle them vear by year to grasp,

as the flowers around us have done, tiie mighty
unseen powers of life, and to reproduce them
year by year in forms of imperishable beanty,-
while for man her last words shall only bhe
‘Dust thou art, and unlo dust shalt thon
return 7’

My brethren, it is mnot so. Nature herscl
conspires to confirm our most blessed hopes, for
Nature horself Jaughs at death as a transient
phenomenon. But though the works of Nature
—~which we must never forget are a boak of
God—might help to suggest hopeful imaginings
and dim aspirntions to us, they are not cnough,
Our sure and certain hope of the resurveciion
to cternal lifo would soon flicker out into des-
yair if we had no other renson for it than eould
he derived from the analogies of nature, Fuar
deeper and even sutficient convietions ought 1o
come to us from all we know of Nature's God.
For instance, I sce a human charucter of con-
summate beauty, trustiulness, and tenderness.
The late Mr. Buckle sail that he had never
been greatly convineed by the arguwents for
man’s immortality, but that he conld no longer
deubt the doctrine when he thougbt of his
mother, Let any good and true son think of
some good amd true mother, pure, gentle, self-
suerificing, paticnt—think of her memory, gild-
ed by the aureole of u true son’s atfeetion—
think of her transfigured in the purple light
lent hy memory to distances of time,  Ilumble,
unlcnown, much  {ried, often, perhaps, with an
almost breaking heart, she did her duty.  She
lived for others, her soft invineibility stronger
than men's strength—the reed that bends and
rises after the blast that rends the strong oak.
She died; but can you, in accordanee with all
you know of Gold, persuade yourself that she s
dead ?  Bo it reason, or he it unreason, we fling
the thought from us,  Holiness eannot die, fove
cannot die : the souls of the righteous are in
the hands of the Lowd ; there shall no torment
touch them, they shall live for evermore,

But this is not all,
which (fod's grace has endowed some convinees
us that so muech moral beauly canmot end in’
corruption, how much more are we convineed of
this when we see nuch goodness affiicted with'g
such miseries! [ showed you, some Sundays!
since, the apparently final and overwhelming
tailure which often awuits the holiest and noblesty
of human cfforts.  The extinetion of such life in'}
final death is inconsistent with the justice of,
Giod, ad Christ only been a prophet of N,
areth, even had Ile not been the Son of God,
cven then would not is life on carth, to any g
who merely believed in tiod, have heen .~'ulli-
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It the goodness \\'ilhﬂ"

and injustice.

an Easter day.  This is the solution of allTpor-
plexities, this is the consolation in all sorrows
and  bereavements, thin is tho sun bursting
throngh the darkest mists of all despair—
Chureh Bells.

THE WELSH SUSPEXSORY BILL.
(The Religious Beview of Reviciws—Mareh.)
Stxer our List number appenrel, the initiad

step in the Direstablishment and Disendowment,
of the tour Welsh Sees aof' the Provines ot (‘an.
terbury, foreshadowed in the Speech trom the
Throne, has, thvough the exigencies of party
strile, heeome
importance, and the Welsh Suspensory Bill has
assumed a leading place among  the legislative
measures proposed by Ier Majesty’s Govorn-
ment,  Intvoduced at 1ho dictation of tho
avowed enemies of the Chureh, with indifference
to the merits of the question at issue, and with
disregaad of the dignity and claimas of the insti-
tution attacked, this amazing reheme of bribery
and spoliation has been luid on the table of the
House of Commons, aml an attempt is being
made (o rush it into law with indecont haste,
and without deliberation,  Not daring openly
and honestly 1o face the vonuntey on the sub-
jeet. of  Disestablishment, this wnderhand
wmewsure lins been resorted to by responsible
Ministers of the Crown, to papralyke and suspend
the aetivity of anintegral portion of the Churceh,

Uoquestion of hurning political

~and to meatity the envy and agreed of those

who, while calling {hemaelves Christinns, would
hositate ab no seheme for the destruetion of the
greatest  Christinn religious  agency in this

\.‘ comnlry, Of the ultimate fate of this Bill, the

price ot a bargain unparalleled in the annals of
political corruption, we have Jittle doubt ; but
none the less behoves all Churchmen, irrespec-
tive of party—for where the vital interests of
s the Church are at issue, party ties hovo no
- cluim—i{o recognise the gravity of thoe erisis in-
. volved in the introduction of such n Bill] and to

d rivd  themselves for the fight boldly and fipmly,

, The defenee of the oldest institulion in this
country is mo ignoble one; many men lavo
'suffered martyrdom in a less holy cause, It
‘only needs a bold enthusiasm, o groat energy,

Jand o steadfust deferminution to bhring home to
8 i he mind of the country the iniguity and the

Limpossibility of this flagrant act of Inaticinm
' Of the merits of the Bill—it haw
none—we do not here propose 1o speak, buf
¢ (hinking that the opinions of these more immedi-

cient to show that there must remain a heavend Wately coneerned in the attack, and most qualified

to ntone for the wrongs of carth?  Think of ity
—that childhood like roses in the Spring of the
year, and s lilies by the watercourses, the fra- 3
grance of that sweet, humble, obedient hoy-j

hood in peaceful Nazareth, that stainless youth ¥

of obscurity and faithful toil in the earpenter’ss
shop, that divinely golden teaching of the por-
fect man in all its trembling love, and pity,
unchecked holiness,
ward and issue of it ? .
His pricsts, to concentrate upon Ilimselt the
virulenee of un insolent Church and rcornful,

world, to be execrated by mobs, to be ﬁpltlcd._",-] Jisendowment Bill would be,

upon by idle varlets, and buffetted by brutalj
soldiers, and nailed to the cross by vile execu-8
tioners, and to sce nothing heneath the blazing

kingly cyes but a foul, insulting mob, and Phuyr-
isces wagging their hends. Surely, if Christ,
had been hut_a mortal man, and there he no re-
surreetion, then neither cun there be any God!
But the certain historic fuct of Christ’s Resur- »
vection gives us the final pledge, the unshaken
certainty we need, that we shall rise again, and
live for ever and for evermore.
snge of that first Easter morning, * Why seck

R
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ye the living among the dead ¥ e is nothere, %

e is risen ; come, and see the place where the 3
Lord Iny,' is a message for all time and to the
end of time, "To God’s Church every Sunday is

aud g
What iy the carthly re-J
To heexcomunicated hy 3

= !
The angel mes- ¥

by their position to exposo its dangers, 1the
Fathers of the Chureh in Wales, would  he of

gt rrent value ot the present moment, we wrolo

them, but up to the moment of going 1o press
only the replies of the Hishops of Bangor
nnd St, David’s are 1o hand,

The Bishop of Bangor writes from the Palace,

“ March 7T, 1893,
“My dear Siv,—] think the ‘Suspensory

& Bill " is fur more injurious Lo the interests of the

Chureh in Wales than o Disestablishment anil
Thero will e
vthe greatest- difficulty in filling up vacancies,
‘and there can be no donbt whatever that it wilt
Yact as a crippling instrument for the next two
 years. Theopen downright stroke I can under-
 stand, but this sneakish blow is a4 contemptible
Uy it i3 damaging.

“I am, your ohediant servant,

“D. L. Baxuon.”

A The Bishop of St David’s bogs 1o be excused
“from replying, on the ground that he has not
time to do the subject justice,

{(iod’s promises nevet fail,  His word is our
“guide and counsellor under all circumstances,



