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of His regurrection is declared. the full meaning
of the Babe of Betblehem, The prophecy of
this festival in this'season of repentance is of
the spifit of réenewal and the humbling of the
soul to the trusting’ simiplicity of Christ’s little
child: - - .
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' CHURCH FINANCE.

The 'Church's mode 4s Finance is the Offer-
tory. This Offertory is enjoined in our Prayer
Book—the Churchman's guide and handbook—
and.minute directions are' given concerning its
practice, “Giving is_fmﬁs essential as praying.
Giving i® ag ‘essential as praising. Tho alms-
dish becomes & .conspicuous feature in public
worship; and while sentences such as this—
“If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is
it a -great matter if we reap your worldly
things?"~—are being read, the alms and the
devotions of the people are collec*ed by the
Deacons, Churchwardens, or other persons.
Their final receptaele is ‘“a decent bason,” to
be provided by the Parish for that purpose.
This is reverently brought to the priest, who, in
the further words of the Rubric, * shall humbly
PRESENT'#nd place it upon the holy table.” All
these specificduties are laid down in the Prayer
Book in detail, and clearly prove that the offer-
ing to God of our substance is notonly a public
and congregational, but also & religious act of
worship, in which the minister and people are
equally required duly to take their parts. The
true character of the Offertory—an offering to
God—is shown by the offerings being presented
and placed upon the holy table.

This lost act of worship the Church is now
is now endeavoring to recover, and to restore
to its former prominent position in her ser-
vices. To promote ite thoroughness various
conditions ave indispensable, some of which are
here briefly enumerated. The Church must be
free to all, irvespective of rank or age, and the
services, being for the people, must be hearty,
earnest 2nd devotional, '

The Wardens should receive and be respon-
sible for the offerings, relieving the clergyman
from all trouble in thisrespect. Onthe church
doors should be affixed the previous Sundey’s
offertories, with & statement of their applica-
tion, For the sake of comparison, the quarter’s
receipta should appear with those of the pre-
vious quarter, and o full balance sheet of all re-
ceipts and expenditure should be laid before the
congregation at the close of the year. In this
way, confidence is secured and an assurance
given that all is hovest and shove board. An-
other advantage is that a species of test or
barometer of the religious condition of the con-
gregation is in this way provided.

The clergyman, by assiduous and frequent
house to house visitation, will induce bis peo-
ple to return his call on them by appearing re-
gularly before God in public worship. All
ought to repair thither, his services, as well as
the building, being as much’ for one as for an-
other, He will have implicitfaith in the Offer-
tory—as the Church’s appointed ordinance, and
make his people appreciate the confidence he
places in them. He will teach his people the
first yudiments of alms-giving, and their in-
struction in the motive, the medsure and the
mode cannot be too deeply -implanted ; care
will be taken to inform the people te what
they are giviig, the amount being rigidly ap-
glied to the object for which it was asked.
Parents and Sunday-school teachers should be
mpressed with the necessity of instructing the
young in the church's teaching and practice of
the Offertory. %

And the poople have their part to perform.
Feeling that tﬂe .Church. is theirs, they are
bound in honor to support it. Their own char-
fcter, ta eay nothing of theirlove for their min-
1ster 4nd of their devotion to the Church, ren-
ders them willing to make any self-sacrifice

which may be required of them, To insure
success the clergymen and the people must act
together. As a certain amount of honest hard
work is necessary, they must be in completo
“rapport.” Thework must be done in a pains-
taking way, and as prudent men of business
would conduct their own affairs.—Church Press.

BRITISH BUDGET.

Lord Harrowby has been unanimously chosen
by the Committee to succeed tho late Lord
Shaftesbury as Prosident of the British and
Foreign Bible Society.

An annonymous donor has sent & cheque for
£2,000 to the Bishop of Liverpool, so be divid-
ed, 45 his lordship deemed fit, between the four
diocesan sccieties, These are the Church
Bunilding Soeiety, the Church Aid Soeiety, the
Board of Education, and the Benefices Angmen-
tation Fund.

Among the candidates ordained lately by the
Bishop of Oxford were several who had been
Nonconformist ministers, and one gentleman
who, a few years since, was a followor of M.
Bradlaugh.

MAGALZINES.

Tre Hoxm.eTio MagAziNg, of London, March
number, issued simultaneously in New York by
E. B. Treat, 7171 Broadway, is to band, and
maintaing the high standard for which it has
been so long noted. Is Salvation Possiblo
After Death ? is discussed by Dr. C. E. Babut;
Menta! Characteristics of Christ, by Rev. H. N,
Bernard, M.A.; Unconscious Prophecies, by
Rev. A, Mackennal, B.A.; In the Valley of
Seir, by Rev. Dr. R. D. Shaw; The Youth of
Jesus, by Dr, C. E. Luthardt; The Son of Uri;
Devising and Dovotion, by Rev. Fred'k Hast-
ings ; The Permanence of Christ’s Love, by
Rev. Fred J. Austin; Sketches from the Second
Century, by Rev. R. A. Redford. Several
other articles are treated by distingnished wii-
ters. All the sections of this magazine—con-
sisting of The Theological, The Expository,
The Homiletical, The Miscellaneous and Ro-
views—are well filled, and covor important
ground. Yearly, $3. Single copies, 30..

Tre THEEOL0GICAL AND HoMmILETIC MAQ. ZINE,
8. R. Briggs, Toronto.

This is the Conadian edition of the Homi-
latic Magazine, published st 30c. a single num-
ber, or $1.50 for six months, and $2.50 per an-
num,

Tee HomiLeric Review.—Funk & Wagnalls,
10 and 12 Dey strect, New York. $3 per
annum; 30c. each,

In the March number of The Homiletic there
cight articles in the Review Section: Prof. L.
C. Bissell, of Hartford, shows that Modern Cri-
ticism has not unfavorably affected any of the
essontial Doctrines of Christianity; Dr. Wither-
sﬁoon, of Louisville, Ky., sensibly defiues what
should be the attitude of the American clergy
towards the Revised Scriptures; Dr. Moxom,

-of Boston, clearly defines the Essential Fea-

tures of tha “New Theology;” Dr. Howard
Crosby shows the advantage of Greek to the
average clergyman; Dr. J. M. Buckley dis-
cusses ‘what Books should be in every Minis-
ter's Library; Dr. J. M. Ludlow gives a valu-
able paper on Ilustration of Themes; Dr.
Ormiston another chapter of his intensely in-
toresting experience; and Dr. Pierson contri-
butes Seed Thoughts for Sermons. The Ser-
monic Section gives seven sermons: one from
the German, by Dr, Gerck, and others by Drs.
Henry M. Booth, R. 8. Storrs, J. G. Butler,
Rev. J. C. Allen, aod others, and an ancient
Jewish sermon by Prof. B, Pick. The New
Departments are all well sustained; while the
Miscellaneous - and Editorial Departments are
full of -sterling, live matter, put in & striking
way.

Tae Covrom SuNpAY-SonooL MaeaziNe.—Tho
Church of England Sunday-school Insti-
%ﬂe, Serjeant’s Inn, Fleot street, London,
Bng.

This is one of the publications of that most
axcellont Institute which has done and is doing
so much for Sunday-school worle throughout
tbe world.  Every number is ful) of interesting
Church information and instrsotion.

Worbs or ComrFoRT AND CoxsoLATION.—Thos:
Whittaiker, 2 and 3 Bible Houso, Now

-

York., Price, 75c.

Thivty-one sheets of Scripture Texts, printed
in large and clear black letters, and mounted
on roller, ready for hanging ap in school-room"
or house. The work is excellently done, and
it adds one more to the many “ holps” in the
instruction of the young.

Tre Arvantio Monrany.—Houghton, Miflin
& Co., Boston.

The March number contains a short story,
which is likely to be the suhject of much com-
ment, as also saveral articles of roma-kable in-
terest. Tho story in quostion is called “A
Brother to Dragons,” and is snonymous. The
notgblo articlos are & paper on ‘‘ Americano,”
by Justin Winsor; a consideration of the "Pro-
sent Condition and Prospects of Architocture.”
by Henry Van Brunt; an article, “ Classic and
Romantie,” on the two great schools in litera-
ture, by Frederic Henry Hedge; and memorial
papers on Dr, Mulford and Gen. Grant, by Hor-
ace K. Scudder and T. W. Higginson, respect-
ively, The number would be worth possessing
if there were nothing else in it, but in addition
wo have continuations of Henry James' and
Charles Eghert Craddock’s serials, and of Dr.
Holmes’ delightful ¢ Now Portfolio,” which
holds two ““ occasional " poems.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of Tae Courow GUARDIAN :

Sir,—It is hardly, perbaps, worth while that
anything more should be written about the new
Bishop of Manchester, but the letter of your
correspondent from Malifax, in your issue of
the 17th, criticizing your article upon that sub-
Jject, is 8o full of misconceptions that I should
like to be allowed to say how entirely I agree
with the article in question, In your com-
ments appended to that letter yot have clearly
pointed out that it is wot a * compliment to
tho Colonial Church,” as your correspondent
thinks, but the exact opposite, to withdraw tho
gift England made to Australin. And when ho
writes that “mno selfish quostion was ever
raised " when Dr, Barry went out to be Bisnop
of Sydney, he must either have forgotten, or
not read, what was written by the Church
Press on tho subject. Ho clearly, too, does not
know the causes which have led soveral Bishops
to resign Colonial Sees, or he wounld not attii-
bute their resignation in ‘‘nearly overy case”
to *“ill-henlth.” I believe the Episcopate in Eng-
land furnishes no example of a]i!ishol) resigning’
hisSee for any cause. Commontis needless. Tho
translation of Dr. Moorhouse from Melbourne to
Manchester isa great enigma. It cannot be be-
lieved that a suitable appointment, even for
Manchester, could not have been made from
the thousands of clergy in England; so where:
was the necessity of depriving the Colonial
Church of oneof her ablest Bishops? What-
ever are the reasons for the course adopted, I
venture to think that all enrrest Colonial-
Churchmen will agree with the view you have:
taken of it, and feel very sorry that a different.
mode was not taken to fill the Ses of Man-
chester.

Yours ohediently, ‘
F. H. J. BriGsTOCKE,
Rector of Trinity Church, St. Jobn
March 19, 1886,



