
Churoh Matters in NataL the Churcli of South A frica interpret Canon IL
of the Church of England, touching impugners of

(Written for the CA:rcA Guardan) the Royal Supremacy? 'l'he Dean replied that
there is nothing that contravenes this Canon n
their Constitution or Canoi.s. The Crown bas

BY CANON CHURTON, Or KINO's COLLEGE, CAM- been advised not to exercise in the Colonies any
BRIDGE, ENGLAND. part of its prerogative as supreme governour of

the Church; consequently, we hold it to be the

FROM the Natal Vincyard we learn that a gene- duty of the Ciurch te acquiesce in this decision,
rai meeting was held iy invitation of the Dean, dvatever our indvidual opinions man be as to its
in the library at Maritzburg, on Octoher 4 th, to advantages or dsadvantages. On the other
censider the present position of the Church. The side, it was argued that thougli another
attendante was such as to necessitate an ad- Bishop was net to be appointed by letters patent,
journen te toc h Cathedral. Thte n as it did not follow that this deprived thejourn rent ne t edeay meeting ras Church of Engmnd of the primileges, suchfurther adjourned ta Wednesday eveningOctber as the right to appeal to the Privy Council.
dot, when a stld large gathering, incuding Arch- Archdeacon Usherwood pointed out that no legaldeacon Colle and otiers, representing th coo- Diocese could be created by letters patent in agregation of St. Peter's, met in S. Saviour's school Colony, and that when a Bill was passed by theroom. A third meeting ias heid on October 30. Natal legislature te vest certain Church proper-The Dean opened tilt meeting with Prayer, and lts in Bishio1 Colense and his successors, tht
remarked that, mn answer te his request, that ques- toes f B iv Coni ad hisesorsQte
tions might be placed in bis hands before the flords of the Privy Counce had advised the Queen
meeting, he had received notice of eighteen not to confirm a the Bi, becaus e rcould be no

questions to be asked, iS by Archdeacon Colley, such successor, as there was no Docese created

and three by others. He then briefly reviewed by virtue of his appointment under atters patent.

the proceedings of the two previous meetings, At this moment Archdeacon Colley arrived. The

which he said had been confined to the considera- Dean explained te him what had taken place, and
tion of three or four points. then remarked that the Royal Supremacy was ex-

ercised in the three folloivîog ways :-1st., In nom-
ist. Ne had been asked-In what light the inating the Bishops: this the Crovn bas ceased to

confirmations of the late Bishop Colenso would do in most of the Colonies. 2ndly., in conferring
be regarded ? To which he had replied that they on the Ecclesiastical Courts a coercive juîrisdic-
were valid, as it bad been definitely settled in the tion ; but such powers have not been bestowed on
Middle Ages, that the Episcopal acts of Bishops our Courts, consequently, the Ecclesiastical
were valid, though donc when out of the Con- Courts in South Afr:ca are not in any respect
munion of the Church. Courts of the Crown, and therefore, no appeal

2nd. The next question put to him had been- lies froni them te the Privy Council. 3rdly., in
On what ternis would persons who had belonged dividing the country into Dioccses ard Parishes,
to the congregations under Bishop Colenso, be and in various ways regulating the endowients,
admitted to Holy Communion ? To this lie had as of the tithes and glebes attached to them; bul
replied, that in such niatters the clergy out here in South Africa the Crown took no action in such
were guided by the Prayer Book in exactly the matters, se lie concluded that the Crown had with-
sane manner as the clergy at home ; that the case drawn from exercising ail the functions belonging
of each person desirous of being received to H oly te the Royal Supremacy. 'l'e third question pro-
Communion must stand on its own merits, and bc posed vas this :-Why should penalties be inflict-
governed by the Rub;ics at the beginning of the ed on a clergyman in the Diocese of Maritzburg
office for the Holy Comrmunion. for marrying an innocent person who bas effected.

3rd. The third question asked, was-Whether a divorce, when in other Dioceses of South Africa
in the event of re-union, any guarantee would be this is not permitted? The Dean explainied that

given that Churches of the several schools of the Canons framed in the Provincial Synod gov-
thought, recognized in the Church of England, erned the whole Church, but as the Canon on the
would be allowed in the Diocese of Maritzhurg? subject of Matrimony was not altogether clear nor
To this he replied by pointing out that a resolu- precise lu ils terms, the Synod of the clergy of
tion had been corne te in the liiocesan Synod te this Diocese had, after very mature conisidera-
the effect that it was a principle that the laity tion, fraied a new Canon, which they laid before
should have a voice in the selection of their parish the ProvincialSynod at its last session. Our draft
priest, and although no rules had as yet been Canon was intended bring the law of the Church
formed in accprdance with that resolution, never- of South Africa inte exact conformaity with that of
theless, the Bishop had recently acted upon it in the Church of England, but the Synod rejected
the cases of the Pariies of Karkloof and Ncw- our proposais; they are, consequently, of no
castle; and this, he thought, should satisfy the in- force, and this Diocese is under the saine law as
quirers of the earnest desire of the Bishop te con- the rest of the Province. Canon Bowditch added
suit the feelings of the laity. that the acts of the Synod of the clergy ivere net

4tli. The fourth question was as te the jurisdic- binding upon the Diocese until they had been aç-

tien of the Privy Couicil over the Church in the cepted by the laity through their delegates.

Colonies. Several of Archdeacon Colley's ques- The next question was:-Why should a Deacon
tiens were directed te this point, se that the dis- in the Church of South Africa net be allowed te
cussion of the subject would be renewed in reply- solkmnize Matrimony, when in the Church of
ing te them. In the first place, the rase of the England no such prohibition exists? Canon
Diocese of S. Helena was alleged. This Diocese Bowditch thouglit that the resolution referred te
is exempt fron receiving the rules of the South was only au act of the Synod of clergy, and vas net
African Province, and retains a right of appeal te binding on the Diocese. It was the opinion of'
Ecclesiastical courts at home. The Dean replied the Synod, that though such marriages would be
that S. Helena was a Crown Colony, te which tht valid, the presence of a priest was necessary for
Bishon had been appointed b'y letters patent, and bestowing the blessing of the Church. The
that he possessed to soume extent a coercive juris- Synod aimed at being strictly faithful to the Prayer
diction by virtue of certain local laws which had Book and the mind of the Mother Church.
establîshed Ecclesiastical courts, and regulated The next question was:.-Why are only Com-
other matters in connection with the Church. Se minicants Members of Vcstries, when no suich
when the Diocese expressed a wish te corne into communicant test exists at home ? The Dean
the Province, exceptional arrangements were made pointed out that we strictly followed the require-
te meet the case. In Natal, there were no such ments of the Rubrics at the end of tie Commun-
laws, and, therefore, the position was different. ion office, requiring every parishioner te com-
The Dean thouglit that the present Bishop of S. municate three tines in the year. At home,
Helena held letters patent. There are many cler- Church Wardens discharged civil as well as Eccle-
gymen of the South African Province holding siastical duties, as in the oversight of the poor,
benefices at home. roads, etc., and this led te every rate-payer claim-

The next question proposed was-How does ing a vote in Vestry, contrary te the rules of the

Chureh. But here, Church Wardens bad no such
duties te perform, se we vere not impeded from
carrying out the requirements of the Rubric by
any person froin outside.

(Tr oe Cotued).

OUR AMERIAN BUDGET.

A GREAT and important work is being done by
the Philadelphia Midnight Mission. The six-
teenth annual report, just issued, states that the
home lias had 70 inmates the past year, of whom
fifteen have found situations, 14 have been res-
tored te their f;nilies, and [o placed lu othler in-
stitutions, making 52 directly benetuttcd. During
the 15 years of its existence, 838 persons have
been under the care of the mission, of vhom 662
have been rescued or benefited. It had nearly
6oo contribuiors last year, and received $4,1 60,
of whirh the sun of $628 is a balance on hand.
The mission lias $9,63S invested for a liome un the
country. It emnploys a missionary te seek out
and rescue the lost enes.

Or the twenty-two chîurches or chapels in Bos-
ton, thirteen are free, and in the whole diocese
more than half are free. Of the ciglit new build-
ings cor.secrated or opened within the last year
al but one are free.

THE General Theological Seminary is te be
congratulated on the prospect of havimg, by the
end of the year, two additional buildings with
which te give it suitable eqtmipmefnt.

NNE male memubers of the parish of St, Paul's
Chtrch, Brooklyn, were ordained lay helpers by
Bishop Littlejohn. 'his is the first time this
office lias been administered lm this country, it
wvas an occasion of unusual interest.

IT is rcmarkable te notice the growth of the
Church here. From one diocese of 1784 there
bas been an advance te 48 independently con-
structed dioceses. The whole nunmber of bishops,
including those of the missionary districts, is 65.
Stili more than lu the nunber of bishops, appears
the growth of the Clurch in the sîatistics of the
clergy. From 592 clergymen lu tht ycar 1832,
the nunber had ncreased te 1,052 i 1841. In
185e it iwas î,558, which iîcreased te 2,286 in
1862, and te 3,082 u 1877. There are now over
3,400.

DURING the last decade Protestantisin lu this
country lias contributed for missions, home and
foreign, $56,36.636. In the decade bcginning
with u8Se the amount of contribuions for these
objects iwas $206,2 o. Every, ten years shows a
large and steady increase.

Bos-roN Churches are very active this Lent. A
short day service, lasting not more than twenty
minutes, early enough un the mornmng te enable
men te attend it on their iray to business or work,
is beeoumîing one of ihe most acceptable and help-
fuI teatures of the Lenten season, and each year
more of the churches adopt it. Iln many el the
parishes, also, a stries of lectures, running through
the six weeks, bas been arrangcd. either by the
relor alone, or by a systemn of exchtanges with
neighbouring clergymen.

A letter, vhich 'iad bee, soaked for several
days in the Post omce, at [mnon, on th-- Ohio
Riv-r, was receuived last wcek. The stamup lad
been tloated froin the envelope, which was accord-
ingly marked "Ilood" and t rwardvd lu a govern-
ment wrapper. Tht Zro;t;1/1 RegisIration . says
that the genîerosity of the outside publie is so
great that "tons upon tons of food and clothng
are coming, (19% carloads in three days) until
the city is farly flooded with gifts fron full bands
and kind hearts. That's what tells of a great
country, which hears the cry ni suff< ring and
sends ready answers m loaves and meat." Cer-
tainly the Lake Shore bas soine advantag, s over
the Ohio River valley as a place of residence.

THE Philadelphia Sunday Breakfast Associa-
tion bas frd, in five years, 37,99 poor persons
with a Sunday breakfast. Over six hundre-. per-
sons were fed last Sunday. Thirty-two persons
signed the temperance pledge.


