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1}) getr tions of Christian Europe, and rendered chimerical | was to assist. The person fixed upon was the Rev. | from the subjoined testimony to his character by an | spectacle, glorious as it is, derives still greater glory | tion of those of Denmark and Sweden, did not hold
= el 2. all the projects which have been formed in recent | Edward Bass, B.A. of Harvard College, the future | elder brother in the ministry, Mr. Caner :— from contrast. True, it is even now a day of compa- Episcopacy to be essential, still retained Confirmation,
. (F;;;r;' Boioor iy S Bochiikatiaal Soants® times for its political reformation; yet there can be | bishop of Massachusetts; and as nothing connected “Itisa great pleasure to me to hear, as I have | ratively small things. Alas! what is the handful of | as of Apostolic origin, and committed the administra-
i worsi,:msg;;a o i | no doubt that for several centuries after it was es- | with the early history and character of the first Ame- | repeatedly, that Mr. Bailey, lately sent missionary to | Bishops and missionaries, and other Christian labou- | tien of it to Presbyters. And the principal reformers

Farner! to God himself we cannot give

A holier name! then lightly do not bear

Both names conjoined, but of thy spiritual care

Be duly mindful; still more sensitive

Do Thou, in truth a second Mother, strive

Agninst disheartening custom, that by thee

Watched, and with love and pious industry

Tended at need, the adopted plant may thrive

For everlasting bloom. Benign and pure

This ordinance, whether loss it would supply,
revent omission, help deficiency, ’

Or seek to make assurance doubly sure.

Shame if the consecrated vow be found

An idle form, the word an empty sound!

CONFIRMATION.

Th_e Young ones gathered in from hill and dale,
;W_uh lioliday delight on every brow :
18 passed away ; far other thoughts prevail;
or they are taking the baptismal vow
ql’('n their conscious selves; their own lips speak
¢ solemn promise. Strongest sinews fail,
ud many a blooming, many a lovely, cheek
Under the holy fear of God turns pale;
Vhile on each head his lawn-robed servant lays
An apostolic hand, and with prayer seals
e covenant. The Omnipotent will raise
. ir feeble souls; and bear with his regrets,
looking rourd the fair assemblage, feels
That'ere the sun goes down, their childbood sets.

T saw a Mother’s eye intensely bent
Pon a maiden trembling as she knelt ;
D and for whom the pious mother felt
Things that we judge of by a light too faint:
Tell, if ye may, some star-crowned Muse or Saint!
ell what rushed in, from what she was relieved—
en, when her child the hallowing touch received,
A1d sucly vibration through the mother went
4t tears burst forth amain. Did gleams appear?
Peved a vision of that blissful place
here dwells a sister-child? And was power given
art of her lost one’s glory back to trace
'Even to this rite? For thus she knelt, and ere
he summer Jeaf had faded, passed to Heaven.

e

THE TURKS.
(From Alison’s History of Europe.)

Encamped for four centuries in Europe, the Turks
haye deviated in no respect from the manners and
CUstoms of their Asiatic forefathers. Although from
thy day tha.t the canon of Mahomet t.he Second opened
o breach in the walls of Constantinople, which still
XI8ts to attest the fall of the Emperor of the East,
un?’:_‘?}:'e been t‘hfz undisputed masters of the fairest
» thl\. est. domm‘lou upon e'af'th, vet the great bOfiy
Ay em still retain th.e primitive customs and habits
ich they brought with them from the Mountains of
%ordistan.  They have in no degree either shared in
€ lmprovement, or adopted the manners, or acquired
eknowlcdge, of their European neighbours. Their
the rnment is still the absdlute rule of the sultans and
p{mhas, the Agas and the Janissaries; notwith-
ding their close proximity to, and constant inter-
Urse with the democratic commercial communities
Modern Burope ; they are yet the devout followers
2 ‘ahomet, notwithstanding that they every where
Wi that the Star of the Crescent is waning before
u:itoof the Cross, they still adbere in all their ius.ti-
implin? to .the precepts of the Koran; they rely with
Py wmlt] faith on the aid of the Prophet, alfhough the.y
mﬂtele aware that the followers of Christ are ulti-
Poi Y to expel them from Europe, and themselves
ar;“: to the gate by which the Muscovite battalions
of S: gnter when they place the Cross upon the dome
PR ophia. A very sufficient reason may be as-
thejy -fi"_ tl-xis invariable adh-crence qf the 'ljurks to
Prosip ASlatic customs, .n(')t.wnl}standmg lhe.lr close
able ¢ ity to.Europcan civilization, and the innuimer-
of the‘”]E:s which the?' h.a.v(-: sui‘fcl;c‘d f}‘om tl.le' superiority
B 1 uropean fllsclpllne. llfeu' rcl!glon renders
The & capable e.uher of altcra'tlon or improvement.
raliy Osan contains several admirable precepts of mo-
many’ *:?WH from the the sages of antiquity, and
o al}; :}? Ime truths b.orrowefl ‘f'rom. t}‘)e gospel; b‘ut
'haps()de p_ﬂrts w‘here it is original, it is either a wild
q Ys .m_apphcable to the rest of the world, or a
b € codesuited to none but a horde of Oriental con-
llaerors. Nevertheless it forms not only the religious
e‘:’idf\l'd of faith, b.ut the civil code of Jaw: the whole
e S1on of the cadis in Mussulman states are founded
texts of the Koran ; all the maxims of the muftis
memsupreme .religi.ous coun?il are drafvn, witl)out com-
l‘ate:i’r an}pllﬁcanon, fron} its injunctions. The cele-
e 1) saymg'of tl.xe Arabian conqueror who dest.royed
tragh exandrian hbr'-ary, o }f these books contain the
X svult 18 a]ready_ in the Koran, anq th.ere!ore they
it i mperﬂuous ; if what they contain is not there,
°°mai:e’ and therefore they sh_oult'l .be destroyed,”
ica 03 the whole system of theu: c1.\'11 and ecclesias-
Pal‘ticgu Vernment. Minutely spec'lf.?'mg almost all the
irectioars of government, containing every possible
it 1 for the regulation of the interests of society
€Xisted around the dwelling of Mahomet, and the
diﬁz of his religion, i.t is necessarily inappli.cable to
e a:_ent state of society, wher'e separate Interests
g 1sen, and unforeseen passions and difficulties
ey merged. A'H attempt's, thferef'ore, at the reno-
Maho or regcnerzjmon of the I‘urk1§h, as.of every other
™ t:\etau empire, must necessarily fail, because be-
s €y can be generally adopted, th'e people must
eagedeased to be Mahometans ; the priests must have
. to be the expounders of the law; the sway of
5 ultan to be the delegated authority of Mahomet ;
W oran to be the supreme code, in all matter, civil
Wi l‘ehg.ious, from which there isno appeal. Thisis,
& View of their respective political effects, the
thag Odlstinctiou between the Christian religion and
for, ) i‘ih.omet. Prescribing nothing for external
.tud;oe“.louung little for ecclesiastical government,
t'\on" Sy avoiding all allusion to political institu-
tiop © Gospel directs all its efforts to the purifica-
esting it great fountain of evil—the human heart.
in the h In the end to effect powerful changes, both
€art of man, the frame of society, and the
8 of government, it aims directly at neither of
ﬂc:::er (;_bjects: it is to work out the des-tined end,
ity llnolt)np ish t!le ultimate designs of Provldence,‘by
i served influence on th<? human heatrt. 'l_he
its dis;io? the other hand, spemﬁe.s _e.ver_ythmg which
Mong (S)'efl are to do, from the division of property
Mber If ren upon t.he death of a parent, to the
f“ithful of daily ab]l}tu)r‘xs to be performed by the
Bers. th.e ; eforr_u -of‘ institutions, or changes of man-
fop s Tetore, is impossible in a Mahometan state;
N ; ean be attempted only at the hazard of destroy
It assreat bc?nd of nationalit)’*, Mahometanism itse_alf.
A, inlm?(;ssltrle as for a child to grow t.o .matL}nty
“ﬂnom. . ed_r Y youth, has been cased in a ngl.d suit of
are bur.s 1s figure cannot enlarge unless his fetters
hl‘arg o T_he one faith proposes to reform the
i it Y the institutions; the other, to reform the
thy, . Hons

Coy

Wer:
the )

i by the heart._ Whoevel: will reflect on
re]igion Oction, cannot fail to perceive that the one
pr cé calculatefl wnh' extraordl_nary sagacity to
unpmmma great unpresswn,.a[.ld u} some respect's
inlengnt’ among the A‘smuc tribes for Villl()m it
tinjeg Nid esi, was wl}olly unfit for the progressive de.s-
othey different circumstances of mankind ; Wl-nle
p'essim, ) though pro.du.cmg, in the outset, a lesf; im-
Oty ’i rom its enjoying no external ceren.loma'l or
le Btate Dstitutions, was ada.pted for every imagina-
oa of human compression, and fitted to pour
. en(;l of real regeneration into the human heart
 religio of the world. Bvt altl}ough .the Mahomet-
i OVemn has thus opposed an invincible bar to the
.. uent of the Turkish empire, or the engrafting

s aged stock of any part of -the free institu-

€ g
4 t

tablished in Europe, the extraordinary strength and
formidable power of the Turkish empire were mainly
owing to the religious fervour with which its Asiatic
inhabitants were inspired. Not only were the con-
quests of the Osmanlis effected during the feryour of
a new faith, when the Arabians, with the scymitar in
one hand and the Koran in the other, poured into all
the adjoining states to seek the houris of Paradise in
the forcible conversion of the world ; but the religious
veneration with which the family of the first founder
of the empire was regarded, gave a degree of stability
to its institutions which has never obtained elsewhere
in the East. Alone of all the Oriental dynasties, the
descendants of the same family have sat upon the
throne for four hundred years; and although many
irregularities in the choice of the princes and the or-
der of descent have occurred, the throne has never
been filled but by the descendants of Othman. In
{ this way, the. Turkish empire has been saved that per-
| petual recurrence of civil wars upon every accession,
which has ruined the independence and halved the |
population of her immediate neighbours in Poland and |
Persia; and without the hereditary descent of the
throne having been formally recognised, the Ottoman
domivions have substantially obtained most of the
benefits of that invaluable institution.

The provinces which fell to the Turks upon the
overthrow of the Lower Empire were immense, and
embraced perhaps the fairest portion and most de-
lightful regions of the earth. It still extends, not-
withstanding the great losses it has sustained in the
last seventy years, to 815,000 square geographical
miles,—a surface about nine times that of the British
Islands, which contain 90,000. Although, however,
the extent of its surface is so great, and the climate
so benign that the plains in general yield thirty or.
forty, in some places as much as two hundred fold ;
although the mountains, cut in terraces, will yield
fruits and crops to the height of several thousand feet
above the sea; yet the population of the whole em-
pire in Asia and Europe does not at the highest esti-
mate exceed twenty-five, and by the lowest estimate
is brought down to eight or nine, millions: the largest
of which number only gives twenty-eight souls to the
square mile, while the lower will only yield nine;—
while Great Britain, with far inferior climate and na-
tural advantages, contains two hundred and sixty.
More decisive proof cannot be figured of the desola- |
tion practically produced by the Turkish government, |
or of the extent to which the most boundless gifts of
nature may be rendgred nugatory by the long-continued |
oppression of Oriental tyranny. In fact, it is only in |
the great towns and mountainous regions of the coun- |
try that any considerable population is to be seen:
its finest plains are nearly desolate; nine-tenths of |
the state of Mesopotamia, the garden of the world, |
capable itself of nourishing forty millions of souls, is |
a blowing desert; not a seventh of the rich alluvial
soil in Wallachia or Moldavia is cultivated; and the |
wild grass of nature comes up to the horses’ girths,
from the gates of Constantinople to the mosques of |
Adrianople.

Yet the world hardly afforded so noble a country |
as that which at this period was still desolated by the |
sway of the Osmanlis. Bounded by the Euphrates
on the east, the Mediterrancan or Lybian deserts on
the south, the Adriatic on the west, and the steppes
of the Ukraine on the north; containing the isles of |
Greece, the forests of Macedonia, the cedars of Leba- |
non, in its bosom; numbering the Nile, the Danube, |
and the Euphrates among its inland streams; em- |
bracing all the nations who fought at Troy among its
subjects, all the realns which have enlightened the
world among its provinces; giving law at once to
Egypt and Jerusalem, to Nineveh and Babylon, to
Athens and Constantinople; connected together by
a vast inland sea, navigated by hardy and skilful sea-
wen, enjoying hundreds of the finest harbours in the
world on its shores; with the vine and the olive cloth-
ing its slopes, the orange and the citron loading its
isles, the oak and the pine flourishing on its mountains,
the maize and the rice waving on its plains;—it
seemed to enjoy every advantage which the bounty of |
nature could accumulate, to bestow happiness and
| contentment on the human race. But all these bless-
| ings were blasted by the despotism of the East and
| the rigidity of the Mahometan rule; its noble plains
| were fast relapsing into deserts; its capacious har-
| bours deserted; wild beasts were resuming their do-
minion amidst the ruins of former magnificence; po-
pulation, amidst the rapid increase of the European
states, was retrograding, and fears were entertained
for the extinction of the human race in those realms of
boundless riches where the species were first created.
- -

LABOURS OF THE EARLY MISSIONARIES
IN AMERICA.
(From the British Magazine.)
[Continued from “The Church” of May 2.7

We shall now proceed to record a few brief notices
of the other New England missions.

CONNECTICUT.

The members of the church at Hebron built a church
and gave a glebe in trust to the Society for the benefit
of a clergyman, earnestly requesting that one might as
soon as possible be sent; but as the Society, owing to
want of means, was unable to comply with this request,
they promised to allow a stipend of 80Z to Mr. Cot-
ton if he would undertake the voyage to England, and
should be admitted to holy orders.

Mr. Cotton had been educated for the ministry, and
had for some years read the prayers of the church and
sermons to the people. Hereadily accepted the offer;
went to England in 1752, and was ordained, together
with Mr. Camp, who had been rendering similar ser-
| vice to the members of the church in Middleton and
| Warwick, and with a like happy result; for his con-
gregations also shewed their anxiety for the blessing
of a duly authorized clergyman by building a chureh,
and securing a glebe for his maintenance.

Mr. Cotton, however, was not permitted to exercise
his ministry in New England. On his voyage back
he was seized with the small-pox, and died within
seven days after landing in his own country. Hebron
was singularly unfortunate in its attempts to procure
duly ordained missionaries; for, seven years prior to
this, Mr. Dean, another graduate of Yale College, who
was sent to England as candidate for holy orders, hav-
ing been admitted deacon, was, in returning, lost at
sea, together, as is supposed, with all the passengers
and crew, for the vessel in which they embarked was
never afterwards heard of. A third candidate, Mr.
Usher, son of the Rev. James Usher, the missionary at
Bristol, was taken prisoner by the French in his pas-
sage home in the year 1757, and confined in the castle
of Bayonne, where he died of the small-pox.

It is gratifying to find tbat, in spite of various dis-
couraging circumstances, so many of the New England
congregations exhibited a hearty and spontaneous af-
fection for their church by complying with the Soci-
ety’s rule in building a church and setting apart a
glebe. This was done at Marblehead, where, on the
petition of the inhabitants, Mr. Peter Bours, educated
at Harvard College, was ordained to officiate in 1753.
A like provision was made for the missionary at
Norwalk and Ridgefield. At Newbury the people
built a second church, and undertook to pay a moiety
of the assistant curate’s stipend; the other moiety

(201.) being furnished by the missionary whom he

rican bishops can be uninteresting, the following let-
ter, introducing him to the notice of the Society, is in-
serted :-—

“Rev. Sir,—The bearer, Mr. Bass, is a young gen-
tleman bred at Harvard College, and has preached for
some time among the dissenters to good acceptance,
but now, upon mature consideration, thioks it his duty
to conform to the Church of England, and come over
for holy orders, and to be appointed to the new church
in Newbury. Both Mr. Plant and the people are
highly pleased with him, and, indeed, he is universally
well spoken of as a mau of piety and sense, a good
preacher, and of an agreeable temper. He brings full
testimonials from the college, where he has lived, I
think, about ten years, which are confirmed by the
clergy of Boston, &c. A person so qualified and re-
commended can never want your favour and assist-
ance.

“There is one thing in particular wherein he de-
sires your assistance—viz., that you would do what
you can to dispatch his business speedily, because he
has never had the small-pox, which he is fearful of] it
having proved fatal to many New England men in
ILondon, and besides, Mr. Plant’s ill state of health is
another reason for his returning as soon as may be.

 Mr. Bass is a distant relation of mine, and I shall
esteem the favour shewn as an addition to those al-
ready conferred on,

“ Dear Sir, your affectionate brother and humble serv't,
“F. MILLER.
“ Braintree, in New England.”

Mr. Bass was, accordingly, after a full inquiry into
his qualifications, ordained ; and in April 1753, it was
reported from the mission of Newbury that he * had
behaved to their universal satisfaction.”

The town of Salem was formed into a Church mis-
sion, and Mr. Brockwell removed to it, as the more
important place, from Scituate, in 1739. *He was
received with great joy, and found a handsome and
well-furnished church, with the ten commandments in
gold letters upon black, and the Lord's Prayer and the
Creed in black letters upon gold, at the communion
table. The congregation seemed seriously disposed
to adorn their profession with a Christian course of
life.”

of the Methodists.
1741, Mr. Brockwell says, *The distractions Whit-
field and Tennent have made in these parts are very
great; some labouring under a high spirit of enthusi-
asm, others of antinomianism, and others under des-
pair, and what is yet stranger, the very children are
affected by their parents’ uneasinesses, and talk nothing
less than they of renovation, regeneration, conviction,
and conversion, though neither children nor parents
understand the meaning of the terms they continually
cant about. And even from eight years old to twelve
or thirteen they assemble in bodies to vent the ima-
ginary profusions of the Holy Spirit in disorderly pray-

~ing and preaching; nay, the very servants and slaves

pretend to extraordinary inspirations, and under the
veil thereof cherish their idle dispositions, and, in lieu
of dutifully minding their respective businesses, run
rambling about to utter enthusiastic nonsense. The
Wesleys and Whitfield are expected here in the fall.
We universally dread the consequences of their com-
ing, and I am sure as to myself I should be glad of
the Society's direction how to behave in such pe-
rilous times. The two former, if enemies, are power-
ful ones, men of great capacities and fortified by a
large fund of learning, whereof Whitfield is destitute,

| and therefore the victory over him neither difficult nor

glorious, however he may boast in his lying and scan-
dalous journals. If the venerable Society please to
favour us with their instructions how we are to treat
these itinerant preachers, the sooner the better, that
we may be armed against the approach of (I fear)
these enemies to our church and constitution.”

Who the principal followers of Whitfield in Ame-
rica were at this period, we learn from the following
extract of a letter written by Mr. Brockwell, in 1743 :
“ As to the convulsions in religion raised here by the
emissaries of Whitfield, such as Cowper, Tennent,
Rogers, Davenport, Bewel, &c., they still continue
breaking out in different parts, and, as the church has
steered clear of this religious phrenzy, so T think we
have, gained by their confusions, seeing the beauty and
harmony of government has opened the eyes even of
those who were blinded with prejudice.

A considerable number of the candidates for holy
orders was composed of those who had been brought
up as dissenters, and several had actually been dis-
senting ministers.  Of the latter class, the Rev. Solo-
mon Palmer was appointed, in 1755, itinerant mis-
sionary for the district surrounding New Gilford and
Lichfield, and in the following year, Mr. Macclenagen
was ordaived to the charge of an equally extensive
tract of country round George Town and Franckfort.

Mr. Macclenagen was specially recommended “on
account of his uncommon fortitude, and a mind cheer-
fully disposed to undergo the dangers and difficulties
to be expected in that mission.”

The other missionaries of this period reported
favourably of the state of their congregations and the
growth of religious principle. The Rev. John Graves,
of Providence, himself described as most acceptable to
his people, who wrote humbly to thank the Society
“for sending so very worthy a person, whose behaviour
won the esteem of all,”” says that his church was
crowded,

From Salem, in 1756, Mr. ‘Macgilchrist writes
“ that true religion gains ground there, and his com-
municants increase; and that the Church of England
is of considerable service in that country, not only to
those who are within her pale, but to those likewise
that are without, and disown all obligation to her, for
by the light she holds forth to them, they perceive
many of their errors, and are much brought off from
their rigid ways and antinomian principles, and often
perceive the truth, except in such doctrines as imme-
diately affect their separation.”

We are told also that the church at Ripton greatly
flourished under the care of Mr. Newton.

Many of the settlements, however, were in a deplo-
rable state of spiritual destitution; thus the Rev. Mr.
Thompson, who gives a satisfactory account of his own
mission at Scituate, in vespect to the attendance on
the meauns of grace, both of the English and Indians,
informs the Society in 1755, that he had been, on
invitation, to perform the services of the church at
Plymouth, where, although the town had been settled
more than 120 years, the liturgy of the Church of
Eingland had never before been used in public.

The Rev. Jacob Bailey, itinerant missionary for the
eastern frontiers of Massachusetts Bay, states that in
the county of Lincoln, which contains a population of
1500 families, scattered over a country extending one
hundred miles in length and sixty in breadth, he found
no teachers of any denomination, save only a number
of illiterate exhorters who ramble about the country.
The people were a mixture of several nations, langua-
ges, and religions; but pretty constant in their atten-
dance on divine worship.

The following year he writes that his communicants
at George Town had increased from seventeen to fifty,
and “that it gives him great satisfaction to find indus-
try, morality, and religion flourishing among a people
till of late abandoned to disorder, vice, and profane-
ness.”’

That the effect of his presence and labours among
them were such as he has described, seems probable

Kennebec, is highly useful there, by his diligence,
prudence, and exemplary conduct. That county,
though a frontier, peoples very fast. Had they the
happiness of two more such missionaries, one at the
western, the other at the eastern boundary, as Mr.
Bailey is in the centre, the whole country would unite
in one profession, without any perplexing disputes or
differing sentiments.  But this is a matter which must
be referred to the wisdom of the Society.”

It is only just to notice from time to time the patient
and persevering labours of some of the missionaries.—
The Rev. Mr. Punderson remarks, in a letter written
by him, Nov. 12th, 1762, that although he had entered
upon his thirtieth year of service, he had during that
long term been enabled to officiate every Sunday
except one; and that amid many difficulties and dis-
couragements he saw much to cheer bim. In Guil-
Jord, Newhaven, and Blandford, he had six churches
and 160 communicants.

Altogether he had, by the blessing of God on his
endeavours, been the means of raising eleven churches
in Connecticut.

Several instances ocenrred about this time of gifts
or bequests for the endowment of the church in dif-

ferent missions.  Mr. Samuel Colburn, of Braintree, |
left land for the site of a church, and 2007 carrency |
towards the expense of the building; he left also an
estate of 111 acres, with a house upon it, for the per-
manent endowment of the church. “A handsome |
benefaction,'” as Dr. Miller, the missionary, observes, |
“from one who was only a private sentinel in the pro- |
vincial troops, and died in the expedition against
Crown Point."”

But there were some who looked anxiously, beyond |
the settlement of their own minister, to the better |
organization of the church itself.

The Rev. Dr. Macsparran, who was for thirty-three
years a missionary at Narraganset, in Rhode Island,
and deserves a favourable notice for the pains which 5
he took in catechizing the negroes, having long felt
and complained of the practical evils arising from the
anomalous pesition of a church without a bishop, be- |
queathed by his will, bearing date May 23, 1753, a |
farm with house thereon, as a convenient residence |

| that the said bishop be sent at farthest within seven
; years after the decease of his wife, who was to hold
 the property during her life-time.

1t is difficult to see how the first bishop that should |
be appointed could derive any benefit from a bequest
saddled with the former of these conditions.

In 1762, Wentworth, the governor of New Hamp-
shire, having authority from his majesty to distribute
by grant many tracts of land in that province, made
over to the Society a lot of about 300 acres, severally
in 120 new townships, together with a glebe for the
use of the clergyman.

CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.
EDDYSTONE LIGHT-HOUSE.
(From the Christian. Observer.)

It would be well if* those who cavil at Christian
missions as having (as they say) effected little; and |
also those who are surprised that they have not effec-
ted more, would consider the difficulties which they
have had to encounter, and then calmly estimate the
actual results. The objection is especially pressed in |
reference to India; but those who look back to the
many obstacles which till recently impeded the pro-
gress of the gospel throughout that vast empire, will
see cause to rejoice that, by the blessing of God, an
auspicious commencement has been made, and many
trophies already won to Christ, and thus be stimulated
to new exertions.

No person ever locked upon the Eddystone light-
house with the intensity of intelligent pleasure and
admiration which it is capable of affording, who had
not read Smeaton's interesting account of the hopes
and fears, the haps and hazaras, which attended its
erection. It stands amid the boiling waves, to the
least curious eye, the least scientific mind, a wonderful
structure, fixed on the solid granite, whose base is in
the mighty ocean, and indented into it; braving the
surges which rush in fury up its sides, and fall in cata-
racts from its lofty head; scorning hurricanes which
rock but cannot uproot it ; and holding out its friend-
ly torch to the tempest-beaten mariner, whom it res-
cues in the black howling night from shoals, and reefs,
and overwhelwing billows.  All can see and admire
its strength and beauty, and value its utitity. But
how did it come there? What were the objects to
be attained, and the difficulties to be surmounted ?
Aund by what astonishing process of skill, toil, and
perseverance, did that wonderful structure rise from
its narrow shelf of slippery rock,—a ‘stone’ in an
‘eddy,” as our fathers named it,—till it swelled above
the storm, and looked up to the skies, while it guided
the mariner to the haven where he could shelter his
struggling bark! To know what we ure gazing at in
the accomplished structure, we should look back at
the architect, and his little band of toiling, patient,
adventurous workmen, in the outset and progress of
their labors. They found, on the scene of their pro-
Jjected exertions, a few relics of former structures; a
few bars of iron which had been fixed in the rock to
support wooden edifices,—one of which had perished
by tempest, and another by fire. But it was now de-
termined to construct the whole of solid granite, making
every stone part of the rock itself; each dove-tailed
with its neighbor, and the whole with the foundation ;
80 that, humanly speaking, the structure can never be
destroyed, unless the rock which supports it, and into
which it is fixed and framed, becomes treacherous to
its trust. What laborious years did those unwearied
men spend in their arduous labors! How did they
toil amid tides and breakers to get a firm hold of the
foundation on which their structure was to rest; how
did they rejoice when they had landed a single stone,
and made it one with the very ribs of the earth’s struc-
ture; how did they shout with delight, yet with trem-
bling, when they saw a whole course laid and jointed
and cemented together, apparently beyond the reach
of disaster; and then another, and another; how did
they return to their task with mixed hopes and alarms,
when tempests had driven them from their moorings,
and wintry surges had long prevented their approach,
and severely tested the strength of their skilful labors;
and how did they shout when they found that, though
a few of the last-placed stones were shaken or drifted
off, the consolidated edifice was safe, and every month
and week added to its elevation! And how were
they vexed and distressed when, in addition to the
inevitable difficulties of their task they were impeded
by the squabbles of powerful bodies of men who had
conflicting interests in light-houses, and for a length-
ened period allowed the mariner to perish in the storm,
because they were quarrelling as to the claim to erect
a beacon to save him!

We were led to these thoughts by looking back at
the history of Christianity in India; but we will not
trouble our readers with applying the illustration. 1f
our parallel is apt, it will apply itself; if far-fetched,
it is not worth hunting after, and the reader may score
it out of his recollection. But this we say: that, de-
lightful as it is to witness India ripening to the gospel
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rers, for a hundred millions of souls; and of that hun-
dred millions how few have yet arisen and shone, for
their light is come, and the glory of God hath arisen
upon them! But these ‘small things' were once much
smaller ; the little was less; there was toilsome dig-
ging, and there were weary preparations, and there
was a stubborn soil, and the laborers were few ; and
their efforts were thwarted by the ignorance, ungodli-
ness, and worldly prudence—which is the worst of
imprudence—of secular men, who thought not that
the heathen were given to Christ as his heritage, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION.
( Communicated by a Correspondent.)

It is highly useful, at the period when men’s habits
are beginning to be formed, to have their minds and
hearts prepossessed by the instructions of religion.—
Man is a religious being; his interests and destinies
are not confined to this present world; he is to exist
through eternity. Yet the things of this life seize
fast upon his attention, and have a powerful influence
upon his passions and conduct. He passes the first
years of his existence in a state in which there is every
thirg to mislead bis opinious and endanger his virtue.

The world is infections. Few bring back at eve
immaculate the manners of the morn. Ah! how
many thoughts become rooted in the mind ; how many
habits are given to the affections; how many biases
are put upon the conduct in years of youth, which it
is the most painful labour, the most difficult duty of
the Christian, in after life, to correct or destroy.—
These evils proceed from want of better knowledge
or holier impressions. They would hardly find place

| if the ground in which they appear were occupied with

plants of religious setting, and warmed with the light
of celestial wisdom, and watered with the dews of
heaven; at least they would not strike their root so
deep, and leave so strong a growth as to become so
Confirmation
calls the attention to religion ; it sets before the youth-
ful mind what God has forbidden as evil : what he hath
revealed as true, and of highest importance to them ;

Like other parts of New England, however, | for a bishop, with this remarkable proviso, that at | and what he hath enjoined as good: it excites en-
' Salem was exposed to the exciting effects of the visit | least the first three bishops in direct succession be ' quiry; enquiry begets knowledge; knowledge ob-
In a letter, dated June 15th, | born and educated in Great Britain or Ireland, and | tained and professed under such solemn auspices can

hardly fail to produce an iucrease of piety; and there
is placed early in the hearts of the young a light by
which they may discern the character and tendency
of their desires; thus they are furnished with defence
so far as knowledge will go, against the errors and im-
moralities to which they cannot but be exposed, by
the corruption of their sinful nature, and the pollutions
which are in the world.

The rite of Confirmatioun is held by our Church as
it is also represented by St. Paul, to be a first princi-
ple of the doctrine of Christ.  For the due adminis-
tration of it, she has provided a very instructive and
solemn office, and enjoined it upon the officers to whom
the administration of it belongs, to endeavour that all
her children have opportunity to receive it.

“ Laying on of hands” was a ceremony used on
divers occasions in the first years of Christianityl—
Upon the sick, the Apostles laid their haunds when
they would recover them.  In the ordination of any
one to either of the three orders of the ministry, im-
position of hands was used.  And sometimes in simple
benediction, or in sending out Evangelists upon their
work, recourse was had to this ancient and significant
ceremony. But “laying on of hands'' is mentioned
with “baptism” and faith as fundamentals; that is, as
elementary principles in the Christian life. Now in
the elements, or first principles of any scheme of reli-
gion, all who would be proficients therein, are inte-
rested. But the “laying on of hands” in ordinations,
or in benedictions, or in healing the sick, concerned but
a few, and those exclusively. There must, therefore,
have been some occasion of using this rite, in which
all Christians partook of it. Let us see if we can
find, in the sacred record, mention of any such occa-
sion. It is stated in the eighth chapter of Acts, that
Philip, one of the first Deacons, preached the Gospel
to the Samaritans, and baptized those by whom it was
embraced. The Apostles were then remaining at Je-
rasalem. When they “heard that Samaria had re-
ceived the word of God, they sent unto them Peter
and John; who, when they were come down, prayed
for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost.
For as yet he had fallen upon none of them; only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then laid they their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Ghost.”” We read moreover, in the nine-
teenth chapter of the same book, that when Paul, ha-
ving journeyed through the upper coasts of Asia, came
to Ephesus, he found there certain disciples who had
been baptized into John's baptism, and who told him,
upon his asking them whether they had received the
Holy Ghost since they believed, that they had not so
much as heard whether there was any Holy Ghost.
The great Apostle preached unto them Jesus, in whose
name they were presently baptized. *“And when Paul
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came
on them.” Here, then, is a proper Confirmation;
and the question arises whether all Christians partook
of this rite? From the nature of the thing, and the
testimony and usages of the fathers of the first centu-
ries, it is reasonable to infer that they did. Of the
gift of the Spirit, which it signified, they all had need ;
being all heirs of that infirmity and corruption which
unfitted them to do, or to think, that which was good
without the help of God. It was declared to be pre-
pared for them all. “Repent and be baptized,” said
St. Peter to the multitude, “and ye shall receive the
Holy Ghost ; for the promise is to you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even to as many
as the Lord our God shall call.”—Bishop Dehon.

That Confirmation was a rite practised by the Apos-
tles, and considered of perpetual obligation in the pri-
mitive ages of the Church, we have the fullest testi-
mony of the earliest and most authentic ecclesiastical
writers. Tertullian, who lived about eighty years
after the Apostle St. John, in a treatise on baptism,
says, ‘“ After baptism, is the laying on of hands; by
blessing and prayer inviting the Holy Spirit; who
graciously descends from the Father upon the bodies
cleansed and blessed by baptism.” St. Cyprian flous
rished about sixty years after Tertullian. Speaking
of the Samaritan converts who had been baptized by
St. Philip, and confirmed by St. Peter and St. John,
he says, “ The same thing is still the custom with us.
They who have been baptized are brought to the Bi-
shops of the Church, that by our prayers and the lay-
ing on of our hands, they may obtain the Holy Ghost,
and be perfected with the seal of the Lord.” ¢ As
for those” says St. Jerome, “who are baptized afar
off, in the lesser towns, by Presbyters and Deacons,
the Bishop travels out to them to lay hands upon
them, and invoke the Holy Spirit.””  And in another
place he demands,—* Do you ask where this is writ-
ten? In the Acts of the Apostles: although if there
were no authority of Scripture for it, the consent of
the whole world in this particular, has the force of a
command.”’

It would be easy to multiply authorities. We have
in fact the consent of the whole Christian world to the
authority of this rite, till the period of the Reforma-
tion. And at this period, it was preserved in every

harvest, and to see what God is there doing, and the

Protestant Church that preserved the Episcopal office.

bright prospects of that long-benighted land; the I The Lutheran Churches too, which, with the excep-

of the Church of Geneva, including Calvin and Beza,
agree in the opinion of its utility and Apostolic origin.
To us, this rite is derived from a Chuarch which has
never been without it; and which, in rejecting the
errors and corruptions of Popery, was careful not to
renounce or degrade any of the rites or iustitutions of
the Church, which were of Apostolic vrigin or divine
authority.—Bishop Brownell.

CHURCH AFFAIRS IN ENGLAND.
(By a Correspondent of the Banner of the Cross.)

Though the last steamer brings us nothing new of
the Maynooth manceuvre, except that some of the
intruding Bishops of Rome in Ireland treat it with
suitable scorn, it confirms former impressions, that
in this as in other matters, the Church suffers as the
victim of expediency, being tied and bound to the state.
“You will see,” says an excellent correspendent, who
has great advantages to see and know, “that we have
been in a great excitement here about Maynooth.
Gladstone’s speech will have somewhat surprised you,
I think. At least it did me. I quite understood, as
I thought, his reserve at the opeuning of the Parlia-
ment, under the peculiar circumstances of his position.
But I certainly anticipated that when the question
came on, his vote against it would fully explain his
retirement from office. It is a very perplexing and
ugly question altogether; the consequence of former
acts, which it is almost equally difficult to get out of]
or to undo, or to amend. I cannot see where our
security is that we shall get even an improved race of
priests from the enriched College. I do not see why
the Romanists should be unwise enough to consent to
lose, or throw away the hold they have over the peas-
antry and lower orders in Ireland at present. Look-
ing to our own politico-ecclesiastical politics, there is
something very uncomfortable, I think, in the present
position of things; the extreme right joining, as they
seem inclined to do, the extreme (or all but extreme)
left, in regard to the Irish Church, in particular.”
Of this perplexing position of things I have given you
my solution heretofore.

Another matter of great moment is likely to go
wrong, on the same hateful ground of political expe-
diency, the merging of the two dioceses of Bangor and
St. Asaph into one.  Of this the same correspondent
writes—*“"T'he St. Asaph and Bangor bill was brought
in by Lord Powis, in the House of Lords, last night,
and negatived. T have not yet read the debate,
which, from what I hear, I am afraid was of a pain-
ful kind, from the views and statements which it drew
forth from some of the speakers.” Tt certainly was
painful to see the Duke of Wellington and Lord Stanley
in such a position. The merits of the question were
left untouched. With them it jwas a mere matter of
revenues.  Of Lord Brougham nothing better was to
be expected. On the other hand, the Bishops of
Bangor and St. Davids, with the noble mover, and my
admirable friend, the Bishop of Salisbury, made most
able and eloquent speeches. In the forum of reason
and justice, they must have prevailed. But the de-
cree has gone forth, “Delenda, est Carthago.” 1
send you the conclusion of the Bishop of Sulisbury's
speech.  He said—

“He was yesterday reading a book written by a
gentleman who had been thought worthy of promotion
in the church by Her Majesty—the venerable Samuel
Wilberforce, who was shortly, he believed, to be Dean
of Westminster. That book was upon the American
Chureh, and he saw much in it which afforded an in-
structive lesson iu reference to the question before
their lordships. It was instructive to sce how the
Church there had flagged, and well nigh expired, for
want of that Episcopate which was now sought to be
upheld in this country. It was remarkable to see
how the wisest and best men in America, yvear after
year, petitioned this country for that which should
not have been withheld from them; and how a pious
queen took into her royal heart to attend to their
petitions, and had well nigh carried measures for
fulfilling them. It was sad to see how cold and
worldly statesmen,—oh, that the statesmen of the
present day might not prove like them,—such as
Walpole, turned a deaf ear to requests of that kind,
caring little for that which seemed to have a bearing
on spiritual things, and turning their attention only
to immediate and temporal advantages. It was sad
to see how they deferred, and obstructed, and delay-
ed, and finally defeated, every attempt of that kind.
It was instructive how the members of the Church in
that country were mostly well-disposed and loyal sub-
Jects, giving no great trouble to their governors; and.
therefore, perhaps, it was thought that there was no
very urgent necessity to attend to their requests, and
so they were left unheeded; how there were® many
sectaries who were turbulent and discontented, and
how the church was disregarded and schism encour-
aged ; how the state flourished, or seemed to flourish ;
and the church decayed, until the day of retribution
came, and they repented that they had sown too spar-
ingly the seeds of loyalty and religious principles,
which bind the hearts of men more closely together,
and are the best securities of social order and'national
prosperity. (Hear, hear.) It was cheering to con-
sider how that church revived from a state almost of
dissolution ; not by the wisdom and help of man, but
under God, through her own native and divine agency,
in maintaining that order which he counsidered to be
apostolic in the church; and how it was delightful to
see how that church was as ‘a city set on a hill;’ hav-
ing 22 bishops and upwards of 1,200 clergymen;
thus being the fairest and best daughter of her spiri=
tual mother in England. That history taught them a
lesson they had learnt before from another source, the
volume of inspired wisdom, which was needful for the
church to remember in every age—* Put not your trust
in princes,—no, nor in their advisers. (Hear, hear.)
¢ For vain is the help of man." Let the government
support the church, and increase, and not diwinish,
her usefulness, and they would secure the hearts of
the people and the protection of God.”

* * * * *

Aund now, in conclusion, you will ask if I do not
feel discouraged as to the state of things in England.
I certainly donot.  Much as the Church is hampered,
and, I must say, trodden upon, in what a correspon~
dent calls her “ politico-ecclesiastical’’ enlargements,
she is rising daily to new power and majesty, as Tug
Cuurcn; and proving more and more conclusively
that God is in her of a truth. I will illustrate what
I mean; first giving an extract from the letter of a
lady of distinguished and deserved fame in poetry.
“There are matters pending in this country of such
deep and vital consequence to Christian and Catholie
believers, that I feel it impossible not to advert to them
in writing to one so profoundly impressed with their
importance as I know you to be.’  “It is with us as
with the Athenians; the ery is for ‘some new thing !’
Out of the disturbed elements of its existing differ=
ences, our dear Church will, it is to be hoped, work
itself clear at last, the cleaver for past turbulence!”
This is my confidence. Let me give two incidental
illustrations of the grounds of my reliance. “We
kept Ascepsion day,” says a dear friend, “at West=
minster Abbey, where we unexpectedly met Sir R
and Sir T——.  We had a sermon and the holy com-
munion administered.”” Now, how long is it since
Westminster Abbey was chiefly thought of as the bu-

rial place of Sir Cloudesley Shovel, or Lord Nelson,
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