- Cl*ama‘?er of i fabwm’

After their civil-

At of their praQiec. \
and dometiz war , the fub)edls of the Ab.

- baffi ey, awakening frun this mental e ™

thargy, f-und ledure and teit curionty tor
the soquifiion vf.prefane 1cience. Ll
Apirit was Art encouraged by the caliph
Almanfor, whe, b fides his know fedyge of

the Mahometan Liw, bad applicd himfelf

with fuccsls to the Hudy ot aftronomy.
Buc when the fceptre devolved to Alma-
mon, the feventh of the "Avbafides, he
_completed the defigns ¢f his glanr.l-x.u.r.
and invited the mufes from their wncient
frats, His am: ail.dors at Conutantinople,
his agents o occrmoma, Syria, and Egvpt,
culleQed the \o{u:ncs of Grecian fcience

at s command they were tranflated by |

e motl triltel interpreters intothe Arabic
langnage: his fubjects were cabiorted affi -
duoufly to perufe thofe infBuive wri
tings ; and the fucceflor of Mahemet af
fifted with pl:a(ur. and modetly at the
atfeaiblics and difputaiions of the learn-
¢d.

The.zeal and cunoﬁ:yofAlmzmon were
imitated by fuccecding pnnccs of the linc
of Abbas: their-rivals, the Fatimites of
A!’nca, and the Ommiades of Spain, were

tie patrons of the learned, as well as the
commanders of the f.uthful
al prerogative was s claimed by their inde-
pendant emirs of the provinces ; and their
“emulation diffuied the tafle and the re-
wards of {iiencé from Samarcand and Ko.
chara to Fez arid Cordova, “lhe vifir of

a fultan confecrated a fum of two hundred”

thoufand pieces of gold to tne fourdation
of a college at l.’.jgdad, which he endow.d
withan annual revenpe of fitien thou-
fand dinars. The fruits of intrudlion
were communicited, periaps at cifferent

times, t, (ix l'h.u(.md difcipics o! every.

degree, from the fon of the noble 1o that
‘ot the nuchanics a fufficient allowance
wwas provided’ for the andigent fehel s
and the merit or induitry ol the pr(»hlf.u.)
Cwas repaid with adequate (llptnu: In

every city the pradudions of Arabic liter-
ature wcrc copicd and coliccted by the

guricfiy of the nudiaus and the
-~ therich.

vitation of the fultan of sochara,

evanity of

becaufe

the carriage of nis buoks we uld have rez

quired four hundnd camicls.  I'he royal
library of the Fatimites-confifted of vee
"~ hundred thoufand mnnul..npts clcgzmly

tranferibed snd- fplen idyy h0und, which

were lent, without jealouTy er av arice, -to
the fludents of Cairo, Yet this co.lu‘hon
muft appezar nioserate, if we can. believe
that the Ommiades ot Spain had forméd a

" library of tix hundi<d: thoufand volumnes, -
forty. four of which weére copl. yed in‘the.
- Were czmoguc. s huu c1p1ul k.ordgva, ,
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A private dofor :cf‘.(cd the'in.’

¢ extinguithed the lights that my juiice-
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an cpxﬁlo o{ the n.ltana mo:he.
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with the adj:u.cnl towns of Mahga, Al
deria -and Murscia, had rnv:.n birth .te

mote than three hundred writers, and as

‘bave feventy public libraries were opened
in the ditiey of the Andalufian kingdom.

IMe azc 0f Arabian Jearnind continged a-

bout five hundred years, till the great c-

ruption of the Moguls, and was cozval.
with the darkel and mcfl flothful pcnod

of European annais; but inée the fun of

tcicace Bas.arifun in the Went, it thould

fourn thae the Uriental Qudicy have Jan-

vuifhed .\nd declingd,’

CHARACTER OF-MAHMUYD,
[Frem tLe fame,] s
FROM thepaths of blood. and fuch is the,
lulxor, of navons, I cannot refufe to tury
atide to gu‘\:r_(umc fiowers. of fcience or
v.riue,
nevids is il venerable in the Eaftvhis™
lubjeéts m;c,ycd the bl.finys of profperiyy
dnd peace; his“vices weic conecaled by
the veil of relizion ; 2nd two famibiar ex. -
amplss w-ll tetify his jultice and magna..
nimity. A he fat in the Divan, an un-
happy fuby'& bowed betore the throne ta .
accule the infolence of 2 ‘Vurkifh foldier
who-had driven him from hiz houfe and

hed.  ** Sufpend your  clamours,' fald
Mahmud; % juform me of his'next vifit,

_' “and ourl’cll’ in pcrfon will judge and’

* punifh the offender.”  The {ulian fol-

.lo“cd his' guide, invefted the houfe with-

his guards, and extinguifthing the torches,

pronounced the death of the eriminal,

who hid been Mtizzd in the adt of rapine’
and aduliery.  After the execution of bis

fentence, the lights were rekindled, Maho
mud {ell- proitrate in prayer, and rifing
from the ground, demandsd fome homely
tare, which he devoured with ‘the vora<
croufnefs of " hunger.  The poor man,
whofe injury he had avenged, was unable’

“to_fuppreds his aftonitiment and curxoft} 5
“und the courteous momr»h cond cfuended

to explain the motives ¢f this fingularbe-
haviour. - *“ 1 had reafen to lufpcct\-th

s

to perpeirate fuch an outrage; and-JX.

be blind and inexorabie. -
prayer was a :‘mnk!swmg on’ tht: il
covery of the offenacr; and fo p1mfu1
was myanxieiy, th:ti lmv'-p‘.chd thice.
day> witheut {7od fince LhL firft mo_/
ment of yeur complaint,
tan of Gazna had detlared war dgamfgthc
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dynally oi ther Powndes, the fovereigns of

the.werieen Perfia : he was. difar mcd by

The name oi Mahmeud the Gaz," ‘

none; except ene of my fons, coulddire
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