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With something of a stiffish horn of hot brandy
and water, we departed to our respective dormi-
tbl‘ies_
Peggy, like many of her country, possessed a
een vein of sarcastic humour, which often made
her both feared and respected. A Colonel,as good
8 man, and as brave a soldier as ever drew a
8word, but too much of a martinet to be a favourite
With the militia of whom he was Inspecting Field
Officer, received a command in a division that was
then going on actual service. Pepgy, who respect-
ed his military talents at least as much as shedis-
liked his hauteur, meeting him the day before his
eparture, addressed him with—¢ Och ! Colonel
dear, and are ye going to lave us—sure there will
many a dry eye in thetown theday youquitit.”
hen the American Army, under Wilkinson,
Were coming down the St. Lawrence, a company
of Glengarry Militia were placed at Cornwall to
Watch their movements, and act as might be
Wost expedient. The Captain the of band was
Bamed John McDonald, a very good and highly
Pespectable name, but of no earthly use to dis-
.fi“guish a Glengarry man, as there some hundreds
I that part of the world—nor would the prefix
of hig wilitary rank much mend the matter, as
there are probably some score Captain John
McDonalds. In this emergency therefore, a sou-
Tiquet becomes indispensable. This Captain
'ohn had in his youth served in the revulu-
Yonary war as a corporal, in the same brigade
as Peggy’s husbund, therefure they were very
Ol friends, and to distinguish bim from the clan,
the named him Cuptain Corporal John. Whenit
%8s known that the invading army had abandon-
®d the attempt, and had crossed the river, the
Men, wisely considering that their services were
nf) l‘nger required in Cornwall, and would be
I8hly useful on their farms, disbanded them-
Selvey during the night without the formality of
“king leave, so that at morning parade only six
Ppeared on the ground. Such an unheard-of
each of military discipline could not fail to
®Xcite the fierce indignation of the worthy veteran;
.""OPdingly he vented his wrath in every oath,
8elic or Knglish, within the range of his vocabu-
Y. Peggy, who witnessed the scene from her
:"“"OW, consoled the incensed commander with
Uch! John dear,don’t let the devil getsogreata
i“‘“d of ye as to be blaspheming*like a heathen
fl that fearful way ; things are not so bad with
}'0“ Yet, sure you have twice as many men under
%"}"“ command as you had when I knew you
rst.»
H“Ving at lagg been relieved, I proceeded to
" on the Niagdta frontier,and therefore marched
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Kingston, where I was joined by a friend of mine,
an officer of the 100th, who was bound for the
same destination. We accordingly waited on the
Deputy Quarter Master General, and stated the
necessity of being furnished with land convey-
ance, as the battle which must decide the
campaign, was hourly expected; but that gen-
tleman having newly acquired his dignity. it did
not sit easy upon him, and with great hauteur he
flatly refused us, and unless we chose to march it,
(about 200 miles,) we had no shift but to embark
in a batteau loaded with gunpowder, und rowed
by a party of De Watteville’s regiment. This
gentleman, by the bye, afterwards distinguished
himself as a naturalist in Sir John Ross’ first Polar
Expedition, and as a most appropriate reward had |
the honour to stand god-father to a non-descript
gull, which bears his name unto this day,

In the batteau, therefore, we deposited vurselves,
and with six more in company proceeded on our
way, with such speed as a set of rowers, who pro-
bably had never had an oar before in their hands,
could urge us. The wind though light was a-head;
but when we got about six hours distance from
Kingston, which perhaps might amount to
eighteen or twenty miles, all we could do was to
muke head-way against it, and as it looked as if
there would be more of it, sooner than lass, I (who,
from my superior nautical experience, having
been born and bred in a sea-port town and
acquired considerable dexterity both in stealing
boats and managing them when stolen, was voted
Commodore,)ordered them under the lee of a little
rocky istand, and carried their dangerous cargo
about a hundred yards fgom where we encanped,
that is tu say, put the gunpowder at one end ofthe
islund and ourselves at the other, hauled up the
batteau, lighted fires, and forming a camp of sails 4
and tarpaulins, waited the event. A squall
did eome down the lake in very handsome style,
embellished with a sufliciency of spindrift to
mauke us thankful that we were under the jee of a
rock and covered overhead. The squall subsjded
into a good steady gale, accompanied by a geg
that made it utterly impossible that we cofd
have proceeded even if the wind hud been as
favourable as it was the contrary ; we thus
had the advantage of enjoying two days of
philosophical reflection on a rock in Luke Ontario.
On the third it began to moderate, and my com-
rade and I took one of the empty batteaus with
a strong party, and made ag directly in
shore as we could, and had the good fortune to
Jand ubout twelve miles above Kingstun, deter-
mined to make our way on horseback, epute qu'il
coute.

Any one who has only seen the roads of Ca-
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