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NO COMMUNION wItHd CAMPBELLITES.

——

"The above is the title of a pamphlet of forty-nine
‘pages, written Ly A. P. Williams, D. D., and pub-
Tished Ly the American Buptist Publication Society.
It is now being circulated in Freeport and other
:places in Digby County. We would deem it havdly
‘necessary to notice the pampblet were it not for the
fact thnt theré are those in Digby County who are
unacquainted with the Disciples of Christ, and who
are honest in believing there is such a people as
+< Campbellites,” and that what is said in the pam-
plilet concerning the Disciples is true. The slate-
ments of tho little book are 3o glaringly false that
they refute and condemn. themselves amoug those
awho have any scquaintance with the Disciples of
«Christ.
The name * Campbellite” isuot a friendly term,
and is used only by those who know us for the pur-
,pose .of creating an odious scntiment against us.
"The author of the little book admits that we discard
‘the nameé * Camphellites,” and in ihe next senience
‘says that we regarded Mr. Campbell as an oracle,
.Strange, indeed, that we ghould regard him asan
oraclo and refuse to accept hisname! A merechild
«can see if we discard the name we must reject'him
.as an oracle; both of which is true. The virtue of
our plea—* to speak only where the Bible speaks,”
—comnpell us to exclude every human name. As
auch a8 we may have'loved the'man, we would not
.destroy the outhority of Christ and the genius of’

{lie Christian religion Ly. calling ourselves after.
Paul, or Apollos, or Campbell, or-even Jobn the-
Baptist. Such-a spirit, says the Apostle, is of the.

.carnal mind. It cannot, therefore, be of Christ, as
the carnal mind is not subject to t.e law.of God.
«(See Romans viii. 6-8.) Let this be well understood
Dy those who are honestly inquiring about us—that
wo discard all human names, because they are both
unscriptural and anti-scriptural when used i the-
denominational sense.

We find in the pamphlet another admiseion, 7. e,
that we accept of no creed outside -of the Bible,
swhich is most certainly true. But.then it goes on
to say that this is not. true, that we have another.
crecd—*‘ the interpretation we put upon the teach-
ings of the New Testament ” is our creed, which is

to say that others know ‘better -what our creed is-

that we know ourselves; or, in other.words, ““Don't
believe what I say, but 1ather what others say about
me.” But whatis still .more strange, the writer of

the pamphlet.tiies to make out that our interpreta-

tion of conversion is baptism only, that all the con.; States.

version necded is 1o ‘be baptized. To prove this
he produces quotations-from Campbell and Lard’s

writings; and justead of letting the quotations speak.

for themselves, he draws his own conclusions and
«calls it their interpretation. Take.one cuse foran
.example as found. on -the 28rd page of the Jittle-
book. Mr. Campbell says they who gladly received
the Word were that day ‘immersed: or, in other
words, that same day were converted or.regenerated
.ot obeyed the gospel; these expressions dencting,
when applicd to persons coming into the Kiogdom,
the:same act. In this quotation and. others of like
.character, the author says is.taught conversion - by
baptism only. Those-who will carefully read the
-quotations will see that faith and repentance is also
mentioned, making baptism the last act.in conver-
sion instead of theonly act, This is what Campbell
Lard, and others have said the Bible taught. That
persons who come into the church of Christ must
uclieve and repent-and be baptided is the plain
-teaching of God’s.word,.and uot any one’s interpre-
tation of it. The very ones who t1y to avoid:the
force of this position practically admit it: Ask
them if-they don’t believe the.church of which they:
aré members is not the'church of Christ, they will
stiswer. that they do belicve it; then'ask them if any
.can._get into it without Laptism—their answer isno. .
Well then, does this not teach that baptism is neces-.
sary in order.ty enter the church? o

‘This,is.whnt the Disciples teach: That- baptism.
s thi act thiat brigs the dllen into tho Church. of:
‘Chiist; or in the language of ‘Sciiptuie; ** Baptized
ahto Jesud Christ:”; (Sco RO, v1.8;. Gl Ml 17.)

Only in this sense of a change of relation can Bap-
tism Lo called conversion, and this is all the writers
above mentioned meant in calling baptism couver-
sion. A change from onc relation, that of tho king-
dom of darkness, to the relation of the children of
God into the church or kingdom of light. And that
before this change takes place there must be a change
of heart by faith, and a change of life by repentance.
This change of heart and of life and of relation is
taughtin every recorded conversion in the Scripture.
Those three thousand who turned to the Lord on
the day of Pentecost belioved, and were commanded
to repent before they were fit subjects for baptism.
These changes of conversion are in complgte har-
mony with all that hasbeen written on the subject.
1t is strange indeed how a person could ailow him-
gelf to swist and turn the writings and practicosof
a people as well known as the Disciples of Christ,
into the doctrine of salvation Ly water alone, and
still tore strange that the samo ones who so repre-
sent us, are ready to receive in church fellowship,
“those whom they say were never converted. How
is this to be explained? '

Much more'might be said by way of correcting
many other mistakes of the litile book, but cnough
has been said to show every candid mind that ter--
rible.worlk lias been madoe of the truth, and that the
whole tenor of the pamphlet is conspicuously inex-
act. Let oll who read the pamphlet -investigite
what thoy read, and not be satisfled until they have
heard both sides of the question. May the Lord
.give us:wisdom and grace to speak the truth and.
nothing but the truth, and to cver manifest the
Spirit of the Master who sought the good of all,
who refused none. H. MoRRAY.
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THE DISCIPLES.

{From Dio Lewis’ Monthly.)
The religious movement insugurated near the
beginning of this century by the Campbells and.
others, hus hot recéived that careful attention from.

the people of tho Eastern and Central States that
so important and successful an innovation would
seem to deserve.

Starting with but a .handful of adherents in an
obscure cornerof Virgina, early in the uineteenth
century, the Disciplés have, within half a contury,,
increased their mombership to about 600,000 and
their hearing to about 1,000,000 in the United
Besides there is a considerable member-
ship in Canada, Great Britain and Australia. The'
Disciples publish a large number of _periodicals,
and ‘have twelve colleges and many other educa-
tional institutions.

The movement originated in o desiro to unite all
Christians in- one communion. Fifty years ago
sectarian strife was very fierce, So-bitter-was the:
feeling that Thomas Campbell was consured by a’
Synod for inviting other Presbyterians- than those
belonying to his particular kind to the communion.

To correct thesé abuses and . bring all Christians’
into Joving fellowship was the aim of Campbell and
his cu-laborers.

OUR FAITH.

The various denominations had presented certain
philvsophical views of religions truth-that they re-
garded as essential to salvation and had made these
their ¢ Confessions of Faith.” Persons desiring to,
~unite.with.such churches must assert to these arti--
cles.

The Disciples require no faith in dogma, but only
belief in a person.  The sinner is asked to bolieve
in Christ. The gospel is to be preached to every-
body, to the ignorant as well as to_the. educated..
All cannot reason on metaphysical. questions, but
all can believe in a friend. Christ is presented as a
‘friend. This i the creed of the Disciples—The
Alessiuhship  the Divinity of Christ.  He takes tho
.place of. Articles of Faith. Those. who bolieve in,
Clyrist, loving Him with-all their. henrts,.and obey-,

'in Aim with sl their. powers are Ohristians: . |

‘Iiever in Christianity,

‘ther to that'faith
‘sonal trust in.that

Another saliont feature of this movement is the
recognition of the exclusive authorship of the Bible.
The Disciples adopt the language of Chillingworth
in practice as well as in nameo,—*‘The Bible and
thio Bible alone the roligion of Protestants.”

This leads to another prominent clmmcterigtic of
tho movement — simplicity of DBible conversions.
Jesus preached to the people ; they heard tho gos-
pel with its evidences and receiving Chvist as thus
presented—a Divine Saviour—they yiclded » hearty
and ready obedienco to Him in tho institution
of baptism, thus giving themsolves to Him in an
overlasting covenant, and recoiving, by faithin His
promise an assurance of remission of sing, Then
wo rid oursolves of those mysterious dvenmns and
rovelations of forgivonees that have left 8o many in
the * slough of despair,” as the feolings ebbed and
flowed, now hopeful and now despondent. Onthe
moral toachings of the New Testament tho Disciples
ate in accord with all tho other orthodox churches. |

THE PROBABLE RESULT.

There is evidently a constant advance toward
union among Christians of all denominations, as is
shown by -the friendly feeling botween them by
their working together in the Y. M..C. A, and in.
Sunday-school Conventions and Associations. And
this approach to union is in the direction above
named, viz., simply as laws of Christ. How much
we, as & poople, have done to bring this -about, I
do not caro-to enquire. J. C..GooDRICH.

[Among the prominent adherents .of the ¢ Dis-
ciples,” we may montion the late .Judge Joremiah
Black and. President:Garfield.—En.]

RANDOM ~ NOTES. .

A small insect resembling a fly+is dovastating the:
fall-sown wheat of Oregon, eating the blade down
to the ground. .

The well-founded rumors of the discovery of:an.
improvement in- the telephone give promise that
before long distance will bo practically annihilated
byit. Conversation in low tones has been readily
carriéd on between Chicago and NewYork by means
of it.

“ Don't you know, my son,” said a kind father,
*¢ that it hurts me worsv to whip you than it does
you?! Twould much rather receive the punishment ;
but I whip asan sxample for the other children.”
«Then lot me give it to you,” the boy replied,
« M:ld we'll explain‘it.to tho-other children aftor-
ward.”

The Churches that are lax in the matter of for-
cigu missious will s00n be made ashumed of them-
gelves, for even the secular papers are now urging
increased subscriptions for that work, on the simple
ground that Christianity it the geuge of the world’'s
progress. toward universal civilization and tran-
quility. : . .

There are reasons to hups that during tho present.
year slavery will-be completely abolished in Cuba. .

‘Sixteen years ago thero were 385,350 slaves on that'

Tsland. A law was then passed providing for their
gradual'emancipation. In ‘mariy cases the plautdrs
have anticipated the action of ‘the law, and already
over 285,000 slaves have been set free.

Thia laconic-but sensible German ought to be
sent out to lecture among the: people : ** 1 shall tell
you how it vas, I drink mine lager ; den 1 put
mine hand on mine head, and dere vas-von pain ;
deén { put mine hand on mine body, and dere vas
anoder pain ; den L put mine hand in mine pocket,
and dere vasnotting. So I jine mit de deniperance.
Now-dere is 1o -pain: more in. mine head, and the
pain in mine body vas all gone, I put mine hand
in raine pocket, and dero vas dwenty-tollars. Sol
stay mit de demperance.”

It is hot generally known, aid so may be worth
repeating, that Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, the English
infidel leaturer, has a brother who is an earnest be-
and a.devoted worker for
He does'not despair of his brothur's futuro,

Christ.

it holdis unfalteringly ‘to the belief that prayer

will: yot bé-aiswered in the: convérsion of liis. bro-
which hahas denied, and to'a per-
Saviour whose name-he has so-
often reyiled.
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