BRITISH AMERTCAN PRESBYTERIAN

Novemsrr 0, 1874,

T0 SUBSORIBERS.
Lo}

We do not think we ave asking too mach
in reguesting ovary one of our sulb-
goribers to laok at the littlo RED LABEL
on hig paper, which will toll hizm how
his necouns standa with us. Should
yon fied that the time paid for has ox.
pired, renow ot onee, by xewitting in
REGUISTI RED LEATER, AT OVR BRIk, Leb
noone delay Lecawso herany suppeso the
amount of his indebteduess to bosmall,
Thou-aunds of subsoription aceounts over
the country aggregate o large amount,
and it is only by tha prompt payment
of thero manil sums that the publisher
is plaeed in o position to m ot the for
midsble hills for paper, wages, rent,
&o. Dwving tho unext two months we
have unesually heavy demands to
weost; and we look to our friends for a
cheerfal rospomse to this somewhat
pressing favilation to ray Tr!

Butish Damerbern Dreshytertion,

FRIDAY, NOV. 6, 1874.

DOMINION EVANGELICAL
ALLIANCE,

We have much pleasure in calling atten-
tion to tho Report of the procecdings of the
Alliance, which has beon published by
Messrs, Dougal, of the Montreal Witness.
Tt contains in full most of the papers read,
and many of tho addresses very well ro-
ported. 'Thoso who are intercsted in the
precesdings of the Alliance will do well to
gend for copies. 'They aro to bo had at the
Witness oftice for 25 conts a copy, or $18
pex hundred.

o have been particularly gratified in
reading the papers by Rev. Dr. Fraser, of
Tondon, on the Relation of Art to Church
Worslxip; by Mrs. Gront, of Halifax, on
The Church ot Canada: Can such a thing
be? by Mr. Chapman, of Montreal, on
Tltramonianism; by Professor Campboll,
on the Relations of the Comparative Study
of Religion to Christianity ; and the Address
on Sunday-schools by Dr. Vincent. Wo
‘miss some pepers vhich were of value. No
one can road the Roport without being con-
vinced that good will xesult from these im-
.portant conferences.

THE TITLE “REVEREND."

In last number wo published a communi-
cation from & Sabbath.school teacher, call-
ing attention to the use of the term Rev-
orend, and disapproving of it, because in
Soriplure tho word is only applied to God,
and beeause it indicates distinetions among
Christians which aro inconsistent with the
equality of the brotherhood. The matler
jn itself iz too insignificant to deserve at-
fention, but where o trifle like this becomes
offonsive to a scrupulous conscience, Chris-
tian charity requires tho mattor to be plain.
1y stated.

In Pe. iii. 9, which is the only passago
where the woxd Reverend occurs, our cox-
respondent must understand that it is used
in a genso entirely different from the con-
ventional use. The Hebrew knows notling
of that use, and the verse simply means
that God’s name or mamfested glory 15 holy
and fearful, so that his people always ap-
proach him with oly awe. The Hebrew
word occurs often, but clsewhere is trans-
lated ¢ to be feared.’

Whatever other Churches may claim, the
Prosbyterian Church has in no way appoint.
ed the use of such a_titlo. X&1s very often
used for the sake of distinetion, to intimate
that the person spoken of is a minister, but
tio right to such a title no Presbyterian
minister would think of claiming, far loss
insisting upon. It1s afsocinl, notan eccles-
jagtical distinetion. If ** A Sabbath-school
TPoncher” profors aperiphraus, and instead
of saying Rov. Mr. Smith, chooses to say
Mx. Stoath, ministerlof the Gospel at A—,
Afr. Smith will be satisfied. Rovorend is a
_phort way, commonly accepted, of indieating
who are ministes or clergyman, but noone
is required to use 1t, and no sensible man
will bo offended 'by finding that the prefix
is wanting to _his namo.

There may be excessivo bigotry, dis-
courtesy, folly,Jand Jsilly assumption in the
English Church’olergyman who will not
allow & Wesleyan mnster to hiave Reverond
jnseribed upon s tombstone, but as the
‘Wesleyan has no legal nght to the honour,
10 legal wrong is done. It is foelish to bo
offonded because mon refuse the hunorasy
title, and tofinsist on such tnfles, but 1t 1s
equaily foolish to make o fuss about 1ts uso,
and fo spoak of & conventional usage &9 if
it involved some Scmptural principle.
Should not s conselence so scrupuious object
to tho use of Docter and Master, (and the

Iattor is oxpresely prohibited) and every’

other title 7 Wi 1t not end an the Quahat
usage of callicg men by their simpionames ¢
What is the use}of all tlns ado about no -
thiug ? Our correspondentianot even ashed
10 cali any man. Beverond any more than

they see fit, fiom using n eeroly distineliva
title, indicating tho sacred offies held by
him who hema it, The trme minister will
b Xoown apd reepented without the title,
aud the iitto will do but little o sesuro
respeet for en unworthy muan.

UNION I THE LOWER ‘ROVINOES.

The Presbyterions of the Maritime Pro-
vinees of British Ameries onery the distine.
tiop, more honerable by far than the medals
of war, of being the first in this century to
begin the perce-making werk {on vhich our
Savionr his pronounced a bleesing) of gather-
ing into one some of the ronttered fragments
into which the controversies of Iask contury
broke up the Presbyterian hounsshold. Itis
now more than half o contury (1817) since
the union of tho Associate and Genoral
Associoto Churches of Nova Seotia pro-
claimed the advent of more peaceful times,
when Presbyterians should beat the swords
with which they vozed each other into
ploughshaves.  Sinco that blessed union
—~from ts fruits it can be called by no other
namo—a grent deal of the Presbyterian
steel, and keen enough it is in all iruth,
with which brethron used to vex and maim
one aunother, has been turned fo more uso-
ful work in cultivating the vineyard God
has given DPresbyterians to keep.

Onco again thoPresbyterians of the Lower
Provinces cpa claima tho henour of bewng
foremost for peace. The union that is now
being negotiated botweon the four Presby-
terinn churches of the Dominion was notat
the beginning of last month beyond {he
dangor of bomng spoiled. Certain technical
difficultics miyht in the absence of wisdom
and moderation be the means of complica-
ting things, and of fretting into unfriendly
moodl the churches that met last June in
harmony, and parted in such poace. Ii
was, thereforo with anxioty men watched
the tidings from Nova Scotia, wherotho two
Synods were holding thewr meetings someo
dnys in advance of ourmectings in Ontario.

Matters, howover, may be regarded as
aafe there, if wo understand aright the por-
tion of tho brethren that have dissented in
the Synod of the Church of Scotland.

In the Synod of the Prosbytorian Church
of the Lower Provinces the position of Pres-
byteries in rogard to Union stood thus:

Halifax Presbylery and all the Congrega-
tions, and Sessions favorable.

Pictou Presbytery all favorable.

Truro Presbytery all favorable.

St. Johin Preshytery all-favorable.

Miramichi Presbytery all favorablo.

P. E. Island Presbytery all favorable.

Capo Breton Presbytory all favorable.

Threo Congregationstahe excoption toone
resolution appended to the Basis, but none
objected to the Basis, or to the Union.

Tho final decision on wlich there arose
discussion (n which sume were inclined to
delay action until the decision of the sister
Synod was ascertained,) was at last how-
evor unanimous, The position of parties to
the 1ss5ue is thus given in the Halfiax Wad-
ness of last week :

“Rov. John MeKinnon then pointed out
that the Umon hes been approved with re-
markable unanimity by the whole Church.
He could sce no choice for the Synod but
to proceed, Dr. Waters moved, and Rev.
Mr. Christie seconded, a xesolution to the
effect that in view of these roturns we are
prepared to take the necessary steps to con-
summato Union. Rev. Thomas Sedgwick
oxyressed n strong doubt as to proceeding
further till wo should know the mind of
our brethren of the Kuk. Rev.J. K. Smith
warmly approved ot the wotion. H. B.
Webster, Esq., also supported 1t. Rev. J.
MeGregor MacKay stated that ho was op-
posed to Union from the first, and that he
could not heartily go with the Union unless
our Euk brethren should come with us.
Heo deprocated rushing on this Union, A
uwumber of our people approve of the Union
only on condition that the other brethren
should comen. Rov. Isaac Murray urged
tho duty of domng our work as it comes up.
Do not ist us raso dilficulties in advance.
Rev, H. R, MacKay, Rov. John Munre and
Rev.J Benuet and others supported Dr.
Waters motion amd tbo generat appisuse
of the house. The motion passed unani-
mously, and the result was received with

cheers, and un the call of the Moderator, .

tho Rev. Dr. blcCulloch led the Synod ina
prayer of Thanksgiving.,  Rov. Messrs.
Bennet, R. Sedgwick, A. Ross and Judge
dtevens, and J. F. Biancbard, Esq,, were
appointed n Commitieo to convey theso
facts to the S:ster Synod.  Revs. A.MclL.
Sinclair, B, Grant, and D. MeCurdy (Elder
s ero appuinted & Gummiiteo on travelling
oxpenses,

In the Church of Scotland Synod, tharo

"was more difficnlty mn arriving at a finding,

as thero are, it svems, a fow, chiefly in the
districy of Esctou, who are opposed to union
on-the ground of thewr attachment to the.
Established Church of Sr-tlaud, from
which, the Taivn will, they .ay, scparnte
them. Tius. 16 a were suntumontal vbyec-
tion ; -bnt. snob sontiments are ofton doep.
and diffienlt to overcomyu by argument: To:

smpuril onion, Lowever, on this: ground’

Master, but he nced nof provent others, if l when matters Liaveigone go far and when

thero is puch a need of Mresbytorions bend-
ing their nolted strength to the work that
aweits them, in helping to shapo the des-
tiny of onr Dorainion, to jmperil nnion we
eny on the geound of ers suntiment and
sppathy, lor there is nodoctrins ad stake,
would ko surely worde than weak and #illy.
No doubt Mores had many sentimental at-
techments to the beentiful palaces in which
ho had spont 40 years of bis life, but thw
was nothing in his oyes whon daty called
him away from them ol Duty and not
pentiacnt jg the true guiding star in o
voynge bko ours, Our enquiring xaust be
in what pesition can wo fight best for the
master ; not in what pesition will wo foel
mosb easy and corufortable,

It is thevefore canse of gladuoss that th”
gentimontal brethren of tho OChurch of
Leotland Synod donot intend to give troub'e
abont their rentimeat, nor to found thereor
any lawsnit s the sontimental brethron of
our Provinee threnten, as appears from the
following tolegraphed to the Halifax Witnesst

«Tn the Church of Seotland, Synod Union
wasg carried by a vote of twenty-six fo seven.
The minoxity will not vesort to oxtremeo
measures. A fino spirit prevades the whole
Synod. A conference of the iwo Synods
was hold this forenoon, The Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces
marched in a body to St. Andrew’s-Church
where the Charch of Scotland Synod was
sitting. An hour was spentin prayer, praise
and short specchies, and appropriate resolu-
tions were adopted. This meeting was
oxceedingly happy. Thoe Synods will close
to-day. The noxt placo of moeting will bo
appointed after full conferenco with
Churches in the Upper Provinees.

THANKSGIVING.

Thursday, 29th ult,, was the day ap-
pointed by tho Licutenaut-Governor of this
Provinee as s day of thankegiving. Tt was
appointed to be obsexved by our own
Church as well ag by some of the other
churches. The propriety of setling apart
such a day will dearcoly bo called in ques-
tion. Itis to bo regretied, however, that
80 largo a number practically neglect the
duty in question. How moagre is the
attondance in many of our Churches on a
day of thanksgiving. “Whatever gratitude
may bo felt by many of cur people to God
‘the giver of oll good, they fail to givo ex-
pression of it in this way. Now this
is wrong, very far wrong. Just as we
ought not only to believe in Christ with the
heaxt, but to confess Hum wiih the mouth,
so in like manner, we ought not only to
feel gratitude in our hearts to God, but we
ought to give oxpresssion to it with the
lip. 1tisa duty frequently enjoined both
in the Old Testamont and in the New,
“ offer unto God thanksgiving.” O, give
thanks unto the Lord for He is good, lus
meroy endureth forever. ' ¢* By Him there-
fore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, thatis, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to ®™is name.” “In
every thing give thanks.” ‘The duty
pointed cut in these ;passages is plain, and
no one can ne, ¢t it without incurring
groat guilt. If we nil to show gratitude to
an earthly benefactc  wo are guilly indeed,
but how much more ‘f we fail to mani-
fest grattudo to our gre.. Heavenly bLene-
factor.

How numerous are tho blessings for
which we ought to reuder thanks unto
God? The espiession of the Psalmint 13 o
very beautunl and express:ve one. * He
daily loadet: us with Ius benefits,” His
mercies are new unto us Lvwy muraing,
fresh every moment of owr hves, Livecy
breath that we draw is a naw wierey frora
God* overy fresh beating of tho pulse1s a
renewed manifestation of His goodness.
The f-d that we eal, the raiment with
which we aro clothed, the liouses that
shelter us, the friends that mnister to our
wants and that cheer u~ with their pres-
ence are all so many matters of thanks-
owing.

Thare may be those, howevor, who think
that they have notlung for which to give
thanks; vothung that they are indebied to
God for. In looking at thewr worldly
possessions thoy may bo roady to say, “by
our own hands and by our own might
have we guiten us all these things.” 'To
sach the rebuke of the prophet of old :s but
too applieable, * I have nounshed and
" brought up children, and-they have rebolled
against mo, The ox knoweth his ownot
aud the ass lus master's crib, but Israel
doth not know ; my people doth not.con-
sidor,’

Our angrateful ‘Spirit may often Lo
.owmng-to the want of consideration, JLiiko
Israel of old, men do uot consider. A
clorgyman onco.called upen a woman who.
‘thought that-she. had nothing.to be thank.
ful for. The ministor asked hor if her

beat her wl n he came nomo at night?

way? No. That wis ono thing thoiy, that
~sito. Jipd to be thankful -for, aud on con-
“gideration sho- found hat.she hed ofher
“things to bo gratofulJor, 3ho had healthy

{ ohildren. She had food fo satisfy. their

-

-noighbor hnd not s drunken husband who |

"Yes. Djd her husbandiboat her in that’

e g

wonts, Sle had ¢lothes {v covor thelr
nakedness,
then: from hecold nudse on,  In thieway
o {spivit of thuokfulness was begotten in
her.

It is often our most valuable blesesing
that we nvo least thankful for, How little
gratitude do wo feel for God's great and
orowning blessing, the gift of his Son—hix
unrposkablo  gift--Christ Jesne?  How
little pratitude do we feel orgive ospression
to, for tho sun, that orb of day that illurein-
atez our world with bis beams, nad dumly
lights up our dwellngs with joy and glad-
ueas ) how seldom do wo thank God for cur
intelleet, our renvon—that gitt that dis-
oguishos us from the hrute croation,

An individusl was one day walkioz
through the wards of o lunatio asylumw,
when one of the inmates came up to hira
and asked him if he had cver thanked
God for hisrcason and then dartsd off
without raying another word, leaving the
question to sink deep in the wmind of the
heaver.

Ii isto Do feared that thero e many
even among professing Christians who
pever thanked -4 for their reason. It is
tobe feered that there aro very many who,
like the individual referced to in tha fol.
lowing aneedote, naver thanked God that
he had givon them the *humon face
divine” instead of the countenance and
visago of the bruta. A good bishop was
going along one day, and ho saw a man
weaping bitterly, and he asked him why he
was woeeping so? His answor is well
worthy _of our notive, “God" said he,
“might have made ms as ugly sud as vile
as that {oad, and yot I never thanked him
that he has not done go.”

On an occasion like the prosent, we may
woll consider how mueh wo have to be
thankful for as Canadians. Our priviliges
as Canadir~s are neither fow nor amall; we
are blessew with ofvil liberty., It is not
with us asit is in some co wmtries, where
.the property, the life and the libexty of the
subject are at the mercy of the reigning
despot. Hero tho law throtvs thé broad
shield of its authority over us, and our
property, our liborty, and ourlives are pro-
tected by it. But we aro in possossion not
only of civil but of religious liberly as woli.

We sit under our own vine and fig.

{ree, none daring fo mako us afraid. Weo
1are privileged to worship God according to
the dictates of cur own conscience.

And then look at our education system.
In Ontario,-nt loast, our school system will
bear comparisn with any in the world, and

vhe other provinces mie following suit as

fast as thoy can. Inour happy land the
blessings and benefits of & good education
are brought within the reach of the
poorest child. Edueation is not here
the privilege‘of the favored few; but the
privilege of the many—the privilege
of all as it ought to be. Hore, too,
the poorest mny rice to the highest offices
in the State. In our present Promier weo
have an example of this. Twenty-five years
ago hio was n working mason, wielding the
chisel and the mallet. If Scotland can
boast of a Hugh Miller, Canada can boast
of an Alexander MacKenzie. Hare, how-
ever, Scotland would divide the honour with
us.

What, with our eivil and religioux liberty,
our religious and eCucational institutions,
and our free press, what may we notasa
people, with God's blessing resting upon us,
becomo ? Our population i8 not as yet
great, but it is about as great as that of
England in the time of the Siuarts, and
it is rapidly increasing. And then our re-
gources may be said to be almost i« exhaust-
ible. Our territory, embracing as it does
hulf a continent, and extending froma Prince
Edward on the ono nand to Vancouver on
the other, is capable of sustaining o popu.
Iation of many millions, Our large and
great Dominion does indeed extend from
soa to sea, and fron: the rivers to tlLe ends
of the earth. It extonds from the Atlantic

to the Pacific, and from tha St. Lawrence’

to tho frozen regions.

Truly may we say, ** our hnes have fallon
to us 1 pleasant places, sud wo have n
goodly heritago "—a heritago for which we
ought constantly to thank tho Disposer of
all events, who appoints to us tho bounds
of owr habitation.

Darmg the. present year. too, & wmererful
Providence has been kind and good to us.
There has boen no raging opidemie in our
midst. There liag been no ¢ pestilonce
walking 1n darkness, nor desiructien wasting
atnoon-day. Thoro has boeu no war wittnn
our borders, and we have been blessed not
only with peace, but with plenty. A benig-
nant Providence has * upened Xis haud
‘hibeially and-supphed alt our wanis, He
has given us ram from: héaven aud a fruit.
ful season; itling our hearti.wth: good and
gladness, Ho has crowned the year with
Ilis goodness, and His pathg drop fatucss.

e e ]

Rzy. Pr. J. B. Frasep, accompanied by
his wifo and cLildaen, hl\!u'l'umnlu s Moa
day last- for Formosa: Several munst rs,
a numbor of students of Kuox-College, snd

“nifiny friends werg presont lo see Lin. .

“He goes by way of San Francisco.

Sho bad a house to gholter|.

_prominent Sunday-school men, the fait

: , Iy
INDUCTION AT ASHBURK,

The Presbytery of Ontarlo 1aot g, Atk
hurn on Tussduy, the 27th Qstobor, to o
duct the Rove, W. M. Rogor, M. A, il::l.
the pastoral chovge of the congr«pati'on ‘o'
Ashburn and Btica. Theve wers presso;
ten aministera besides  Mr, Rogor, TZ.
Itov. I, Campbell, of Cnnmngton, preaalu-;
from 1 Cor. 2, 1, 2, an rppropriaty, o,
quent, aud impressive tormon, e Rew.
Dr. Thornton sud J. Thom addressed !h;
minister and people seapeotively, after the
proper questions lind bacn put to and g,
swored eatisfactacily hy the mivisty und
people, and prayor engrgged in by the Rev
J. B. Ednaondson,Mudesator of the Pyes), .
tery. The members ofthe congiegation, wfo

o prezentin gratilymgly lnye numbey;
by evidently"very cordial shaking of 1,5;
right hand, wdlcomed their now pagty
atnong and over thero.

Mr. Rocer's naae was daly adde
roll of the Presbytary. Y to e

{n the ovening was the uzual, and seom.
ingly beeome, indisponcable feash of f),
induetion ; thoagh not the only fonst of f)
occasion.  Our good and  patriavehis]
friond, Mr. W. Hecron, obtertained {hg
Dresbytery al a generously and sumptuons.
ly provided dinmer. In the ovcning 4
large multitude satl "down fo & wellgotten
up tea in o hall.  Thereaftor speocohes ang
music were the order ¢f the ovoning, in the
church. Mr. Roger presided ably gng
gracefully. The B.:ocklyn.Churoh Prosby.
tery choiy, aided by a good organ, rendoreq
somo-good anthoms in capital style, Sujt.
able and well-appropriated addresses were
given by several members of the Preshy.
tory.

The Lord grant that this may bo o be.
ginning of brighter days than over beforefo
tho Lord’s fiock in thint locality. )

Lol Potices, '

Tnr BritisH QUARTERLY REVIEW

For October (ropublished by “ih
Loonard Seott Publishing Co., 41 Barelsy
Street, Now York,"”)} offors groat altrac.
tions to tho goneral reader, soveral of the
articles being of unusual interest. Fore.
most amoug them wo:asy mention “'fhp
Lesser Light,” which is an naccount,of
whatis known and conjectured concorning
our satellite, givon with a charming free-
dom from dryness and statistics, Motely's
writings are so woll known and liked, that
ono turns with pleasant anticipations to
anything that comos from his pen. There
aro many extracts from his * Now Histori-
eal Work™ in the present roview. The

article on Landzoer is not biograghical, but §

is & description and ecriticism of his siyle
and works, We find two ¢.uuuversial
articles on
Abolition of Patronage and the Scofch

Churches,” roferring to the Church Laws
of Scotland, some of which have recently 8

been altered and amenwed, and ¢ The Es-
tabliched Church and its Defondors,” on
the much discussed question of Chureh and
‘Stalo in England. * Qur Naval Require-
menis” sets forth tho advantage or desir
ability of having a largo naval reserve al-
wuys ready for the protection of vessels
engaged in commerce, and fo be ready for
prompt action in caso of war. Eighty
pages of this Roview are dovoted to notices
of now books, under tho heading * Con

temporary Literature.” Works on all subs 8

jects aro mentioned, and they are so classi-
fied that eithor studont or genoral reader
can see at o glance what now treats tho
literary world has ir stors for them. Ouw
readers will do well to provide thomselves
for tho coming year with one or ali of tho
periodieals reprinted by the Leonard Scott

Publishing Co. Thoy are as follows: The

London Quarterly, Edinturgh, Westmin:
ister, and British Quarterly Reviews, and
Blariwood's Magazine. Price, §4 o ye&r
for eny one, $15 for oll.

NaTIONAL 8. 8. TEACHER.

Prof. 8. C. Bartlett writes for the Novem:
ber number of this valuable publication, an
interesting and instructivo articlo entitiods
“ A Duy on-tho Sca of Galitee.” Reov: B
F. Willisms suas up tho characteristies of
* Tho Mirncles of tho Now Testament ™ it
a way which will help the Sundny-school
teacher on the Jessons of tho Inst quarter 0
tho year. Pros. J. AL'McGrogor, L. D
2dds another of his ndmirable articlss on
Teaching ; this {imo bis nitention beirg
given to developing * The Law of the
Tecching Process,” by which a 9“30}3“
awakens his scholara to self-inapelicd actv:
dties  The nofes upon Sunday-school
‘tupies, the eiftings of wit nnd"wisdon;f:f

gleaning of ol) interosting itomy of Sundsy-

echool work, sind the care faken fo gather =
up all the pricticalle ;and cornmondablo;
hints about 1nefhoue m Snnds}"{“’h"ql;
‘work, beaidenils abl» and full exposities J

‘tha logsons, nre »_tzo of fhe eharvactaristics
of this wagaz ne. Every tet\ell“";“!'bﬂm
oxaiinno f ropy. Published by Adams,
Blarkwm;, & Lyon, Pah,.Co. Chieazo, mr
who al. > isaue-T'he Little Polks, for priv”
ory olassés, P

ecclesinstical topics, **The §



