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I0RTICULTURI.

RRANT CULTURK ¥OR PHROFIT.
(Conttnuad irom last week,)
1INUS WOLVERTON, M.A., GRIMSBY,
o Knemizs.—In our last article "wo
wl currant growers to be most vigi.
1t this season of tho year against tho
ried  Gooseberry Saw-fly,” which
introduced from Europe about twenty
sgo,and bas now epread-over Canada
the United States natil it has becume
crit evemy of the currant grower,
ere 1s another worm very active upon
urrant bushes in the month of Juns,
Currant Geomeler or measuring worm

identified by its: pecnliar n.ode of

dlivg as if weaswrivg distauces, Its

is about an inch long and its foct are

d at each end.  Its color is whitish

black spots, and a long yellow stripe

1is back, Itdreanot feed in groups
the Saw fly but scattered over the

e, Jarring will cause these worms

ug dJown by thesilken threads which

spin, when they inay be easily gather-

d killed, O, if very numeroushelle.

should Yo sprinkled over the foliage

sribed in our last article.

¢ other of the insect enemies of the

t should be noticed here, viz: The

d Currant Borer (Aegeria Tipuli For-

Just about this season of the year

ity moth somewhat resembling & wasp

benoticed,baving a bluish black body
sreral gold stripes and transparent

This1s the parent of the currant

;2 grub whickh bores up and down

gh the centre of the stem. Its pres.

my be detected by the unthrifty look
¢ fulinge and small aize of the fruit.
thus affected should be cut off, and
tdup at once with their twhabitants.
rous growth of the bushes will tend

1 the ravages of the insects, and to

ste this it is wise to cut out each

Wl but five or six steins, and to keep
well cut back,

ariting Ourrants- -Few, except pro-

tal borticulturists and market gar-

m, sufliciently value the advantages

by the use of tidy packages iu the

of [rmit.  In our city and town mar-
may stillbe seen currants and other
1ruits exposed for sale in weather-

e boxes, tin pails, or rough, dirty

No wonder prople who do this

their small, badly handled currants of
t varieties should declare them a profit-
frait.
fur trying many packages for currants
ficd nothicg 3o satisfactory as the com-
sjuare sirawberry baskettweaty-four
which are packed for shipmebt in a
ket crate of the same material, witha
dle and cover. These are all zold with
fruit aud never returned, fortunately
king it necessary for the grower always
use new and clean packages, AtGrima.
this basket crate bas almost wholly dis-
ced the wooden crate, which had to be
urned and whick 20 socon became
bby and  dilapidated. Boonomy as

il as convenience bas forced the change.
shipping purpoaes, for the weight of
¢ld wooden crats added to the expres
ties & sum pearly equalling the price
the basket crate.

Wo are of the opivion thatany farmer
i 2 the attention wo have described to
*1 clion and caltivation of bis currants

Iroap great satishaction in an abund.
e - T heautifal fenit for his table, and if

be choose to grow it for muket, he will
receive a sure reward of his Jabor.

STRAWDKRRY CULTURE,

Mr. Pags wrote soma very sensibla
things in the CANADIAN FARMER of June
11th, on this subjsct, The hiut about the
selection of soil ia fmportaut, It has been
proved by the sad exporivucs of muy,
that a dry soil will result in failure. And
the cultiwation and minuring nools empha.
sizing. Ourgardener said the other day,
** the old way of growing berries is played
out,” aud he was ahout right, as any one
seeing the mugificent results ho has brought
about by high culture would acknowlege,
He gathered this senson in ore picksg
four hundred quarts of maguificout berriea
from balf au acre of ground, and that re-
peatéd every other day several times,
Nur isthat all the story, fur on account of
their fine siz= they sold jo the market at
from two to five cents in advance of ordi.
nary berries, thus amply rewardiog all ex-
penditure. Ervideatly the old process is
not out of date yet, “Whatever is worth
doing at all is worth doiug well.”” and we
might add “very well” in strawberry cul-
ture, Egvery additional stroke of the hoe,
and every round with the cultivator, more
than seems absolutely neceasary, before or
after pickiog season i3 additional money in
the pocket,

A most important poiat in Mr. Page’s
letter was perbaps on the schction of varic.
ties, Withsoms vansties no amount of
culture will pay, We had Lalf an acre of
Harvey’s Szedling once which was the ad-
miration of every visitor~such beautiful
plants—aud we hoped great things, But
they had one very serious fault—they bore
no fruit ! Perhaps it was the aoil ; per-
baps becauss there were not enough her-
maphrodites planted pear, but any way,
they never paid for the planting,

The Wilson never disappoiats anyone
who gets it unmixed with other Xinds,
and it still stands out beyond comparison
for main crop with any other variety,
unless perhaps it may be the Crescent
Ssedling.

In the last report of the Fruit Grower’s
Association of Oatario there is an account
ofaninteresting discussion on thasubject of
varieties of strawberries. Thae selection of
Xxinds for profit was narrowed down atill
closer than Mr, Page has doue, Tho sense
of the meeting was in favor of only tio
kinds for profit, vix the Wilion and Cres.
cent seedling.

The James Vick has come out with
wonderfol summendations, as surpassing
the Wilson in productivencar, We bave
it just cow fruiting, and so farit appears
appears inferior to,the-Wilson in size aud
flavor, and not more productive.

Bat sumly the quantity of fruit is not
always 1o be our criterion for judging of
the metits of strawberries, or of any other
fruil.  Asour cities advance in wealth and
luxury, there will 1.0 an increassd demand
for excellencs ix flavor and beauty of av-
pearance at any price. The old Triom phe
de Gerde may yet come to the front aa the
choiomt und most popular table berry, and
be grown with great profit .om rich, beavy
soil,  The Sharpless bringe & bigh price on
accorut of ity u2e-and beauty of appesr-
snce.” Witk us it 3s yidding very well
this isonand we wowid not be with.
outit. ©

FPidking—We_fexr growers as & ale will
never Jemth b gather atrawberries with
care Canadianvaregénerally in too mach of
# burgy 48 deat with care. In farming and

fruit growing the rame rule pravails, viz:
‘get eo much as poasible off as much
grouud as posible, with as hittle work as
possible,” and it provea iu the end a m et
unfortunate rale,

How bari it is for a carefnl grower to
et careful pickera ! “02 yes,” saya ane, ]
can ses it is best to pick them as you wish,
but then I can’t mike enough dumyg it
that way,” and so they grab the brautiful
Lerrivs by haudfuls and toss them into the
baskets, Sy braissd and stealess they

"and in reassnable

A porous subeoil.  Sandy land i1 proferable
to heavy clays, and with the uss ot *fertil.
fzers will produes frait of excellont quality
abundance,

Asau ineentive to a thorough prepara.
tinn of the earth before planting out tha
orcharl amd of tho m.st prompt and

thorough cultivatiin afterward, we nay

=7 that anacre of land adapted to and

 thorouzhly prepaved far growing peaches,
; will prodstes a et incam» egial to three or

frur acre«
coms into ‘the packing house, where to eandy la.d

d=voted to farn cropy, and on
the peach vrehard will sh)w a

utake them at all presentab'e they are top- | still larger balance in its favor,

ped to deceive tha bayer,

Strawherricy should b picked with short
steins ahout half an iuch bug, nipping
them off with the thumb nml, Taey
should be haudled by these stems only and
carefully laid in the basket 80 as not to
need turning out and handling over again
to the dullin,, of their shiny gloss. B.rries
85 gathered and put in good hands for
sale will bring two or threa cants in ad-
vance of those picked in a carelass way,

‘The bist packaqe i3 the one recommend.
ol for currants ; no other is 82 acceptable
in the market, We believe the time will
come when i* will pay to stencil cach
package with the kind of berry, aud when
such delicious dessert barrics as the ‘Tri-
omphe will from nam3, c)mmand remu-
nerative prices in our best markete.

——
THE PEACH,

The peach is one of the most delicious
fruits grown in a temperate climity, an
whenever it succeeds its cullivatin yields
a larger net return than perhaps auy other
fruit—every succeeding year affards ovi-
dence that it may be successfully grown io
many localities where heretofore it wad
supposed such an undertaking would result
ia failure.

Being a native of a warmer climate than
oury, it is often injured by the intense cold
of winter. It is thereforc advisanls to
fortify the tree in every poasible way
againat the rigors of our northern climate,
‘Thbis precaution is the first step toward
success, and in many localities 1a imnperative.

Saveral factors will enter into the ac
count in securing this result. First—the
site for the orchard should bs elevated
above the lands adjrcent, and the surface
should incline comsiderably in order to
secure perfect drainage for exceas of water
and cold air. The cold air being heavier
than warm air will run off, if the surface is
descending, and will occupy the lowest
level thesame as water; for this Teason,
among others, peaches will not succeed on
low ground, nor even on high Jand if the
surface 13 & dead level for some distance

around.
For the ssme reasons, all depressions

having no outlet should be avoided.
Neither will & peach orchard succoed on
heavy clay 80il when the subeoil retains an
excees of water, upless very thoroughly
underdrained and the smbeoil broken up.
Ifit becomes agein apparently compact,
the roots will be cuabled to penetrate such
x0il far more readiy than they could before
it was broken up.

It 3z known that the roots of the peach
tres have less power to penatrate the hard
earth thaa thote of many other fruit trees,
and require & lones, frisble 20il and sabsoil.
Such a condition of the wil allows the
water to pase off readily and sdmits light
aund beat, both imporiant sgents in veget-
Able growth,

The bet woil for the peach isa deep,
sttong, Rravelly loam ora heary loam with

Farmers too often serm satisfied with
shallow cultivation, aad their crops usually
¢ rrespoud with the Inbor and skill used in
cwducting their farm operatione, Now,
while the ordunary returns from tarming
may rot warraut the expense of fertilizing,
underdraiutng, and subsoiling, to the extent
I bave iudicated, the case is far different in
laying a sure foundation for a profitable
peach vrehard.

Tao waual depth of plowing 13 si< 1nches
—the auhsoil below that distance is of little
beaefis o growing crops unless the roots
e penetrate thraugh it If the bed of
wealow earth can be made one foot desp
ivstead of sixinches the productive capacity
of the orchard will be increased in the
same ratio,

The benefits sccured by a thorough
breakivg up of the soil to & proper depth
may be stated as follows : Alr, light and
heat, indispeosible agents in growing frait
and all farmerepyy wi . masn freely admitted
to the whole depth of soil to work out
these wonderiul changes which produce
such abandaot and beantiful crops of fruit
and giain. The air brings with it elements
of fertility, beat from the sun’s tays and is
laden with moei-ture, It yields up a por.
tion of its heat as it penetrates the cool
arth; this eroling process lessens its
capracity to held moisture and a portion of
thix is alzo given up Lo the earth, This will
explaia why a deep, mellow soil wili carry
a crop of fruit through a severe dreught so
much betier than a shallow ong, A deep,
mellow bed of earth will also retain a

reater amomit of rain water without dis-
Macing other agencies réquired to carry on
vegetable prowth.

Durivg very dry  weather the fraits
growing ou the shallow soils aro pinched
and shriveled and often hecome entirely
wortbless, while a deep 50l yiclds up the
moisture it has held in store to the multi.
tude of roots which LIl the ground. The
fruit swells, and grows in size and beauty,
and gladdens the heart of the owner in the
prospect of an abundaut harvest, While
the ovo must « fer a small tneasure of lean,
wferior fruit, the otber is biessed with an
abundaut yield of beautifal froit which is
in demaud at the higbest prices.

It i very true that in many sections
the growing of peaches has proved .a, very
profitable busineas, where the orcharde bave
been set out on land prepared as for ordic.
ary farn cropy, and the orchard has receiv-
el only the moat primitive cultivation ;
but there is uo dou™ that thess same
orchards would have nearly doubled their
Jield of fruit had they received generons
are and caoltivation,

In selecting a location for an orchard it
is well to keep in mind that the neazer the
wil meets these requirements in its vatural
siate the lesr expenss will be required in
its preparatiom, -

Peaches being perishable and delicate
{ruir, it is impor:ant that they bs bandled
with the greatest care and reach & market
in the least ponible time, in order to bring
the Lest price.



