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worsippd, withgreat ado, for a Whole Week, bY thec farnily.
I Msic a d fcaSts in hionour of it arc inade; and offeérings of
food arc kept beside it in the nighit, and bchcoved to hc ae-

:tually catenl ip by it.
After. the week is ovri, cadi failily caries its 011,1 ; gay

jprocessions are mnade aloug tic streets, au I tic idol is suuk
inî the sea, or ia rivers or lu ponds. In Bon, oay they arc sunk
in the sea. The richier classes carry thein lu palanquins, and
thecir littie children arc l)laced iii the saie, facing this;
ugly image -and bands of music ia front are ph1.iying sonie
of ur nierry Eiîgli8h and Scotch airs, aud " God save tho
Qtmeeii," -Hume, suecet loiïie," & c. I have seen tiiese jioor
little elilidren sit m ithi stic care, and w ith fùar ou tlicir faces,

jstiriug ut the idol w ii thcy arc so czarly tanghit to look up
to a meir, god.

Most laugliable and ridiculouls stories exist about thîls god,
which. arc told with great dehiglit, awc, aud reverence.
Ganesli or Gaîîpati is the naine of the god. Ilis rnother's naine
is Parvati. Parvati's hiusbaiîd, Shiva, o'ne day iu a rage, eut off
thc licaid of Ganpati, ah wvhiich Parvati got imîto a great rage.
Slhiva thon, to console his wife, clapt on tlîc head of a giaut
iwhicli hoe had lately h-illcd, ou the lîeadless body of Ganpati.
Tlhis giant's licad wvas like au elepliatts and so lie appearsa
inaii's body with au cecphants, hiead.

Ganpati's charger is a, rat. One day wlieil ridiug about,
theli rait gave way titider hM, ab is lkely. Poor Gaupati thmei
îîut unly feul off, but rollcd( aw-ay soine dibtaucc, as lie -%vas
very rund anid plunip. At titis siglit the mon lauglicd.
Gauipati got vcry ungry wiith the mnoon, aàd woie tlîat no
naintl ,hould sec lier face lîgini. Tlîc othcr gods, hiowever,
L Cggof-d of liuî îîot to Carry ont lis corse, as the eartlî conld
'lut du %vithîutt tlîe moon. lc then cunscnted to lirait the
t4irae to one day, onu hich day no UHîîdu slîould look ou thîe
mujon. This daiy is the fourth of tic nioutlî in vhîiclî Gaipati
iz, ivor-slipped. And actually a lîuundrcd millions of nien kecp
fruîin bueing thte muoon un that day, or at any rate profess to do
bo. Tlîey believe that a great caiainity wili coeur on t.ern or
their faiiies, w'erc tlîcy to sec lier. Should any Que accidcu-
tally have looked on the umoon, tliere ire, soie Sanscrit liues
whilh h. nmust repeat as a chiarin to kecp away thîe cvii. thmat

jwudhave otiicrwisc corne îîpou hlm. Another way of ciarni-
iug thc cvii away is by gettiug people to abuse you, and s0
men go about suiashing wiiîdows or doing other umisehiief to
tlîcir neiglibours, iu order to bc abuscd by thieni, and tlius

~cLarrn awa.y the evil. ___ __ _______


