4 ST. GEORGE'S PARISH JOURNAL.

_ —

HARVEST FESTIVAL.

Our Ammnal Harvest Festival Serviees will be
held on Sunday, 16th inst.  There will be two
celebrations of the Holy Communion, and Profes-
sor Clark will be the Preacher in the evening.
The Cliildven’s Harvest Festival will be at 3.30,

Sheaves of grain, and gifts of fruit, such as
pears, grapes, &e., will be thankfully received on
Saturday afternoon.  Those will be sent after-
wards to to the Church Home, and clsewhere if
need be.

The ofterings at all the Services, so far as they
exezed the average Collection, will Le for the
Church Improvement Fund; that is to say, for a
suitable fenee round the Church and for the
cleaning and painting of the interior of the
Chureh.  We ought to be ashamed to have the
Churchyard used or abused as a common play-
ground for the rough lads of the neighbourhood,
and the approaches of the Church turned into a
resort for nuavses, children, and babies with their
perambulators. It is surely as necessary for a
Congregation to provide a decent fence for their
Church property, as for any member of the Con-
gregation to havu a suitable fence around his
private grounds. Say $250 for a fairly suitable
Church fence.

2. Docs the interior of the Church neced clean-
ing and renovating? Compare it with the in-
terior of many of our private residences and
judge. It is high time that we were ashamed to
have our own houses giving evidence of care and
good taste, in some cases of costly elegance, and
the House of God looking puor and mean, dirty
and uncared for. Say S1,500 for the complete
renovation of the Church.  Let the total be put
down at $2,500, that the slate roof not yet paid
for, may no longer be our reproach, and is it a

suin that should be considered too large for S.
Gemrge's Congregation to put on the plates at our
Harvest Festival as a Thank-uffering 2 Is it not
time that we aroused ourselves to a due sense of
the greatness of our mercies, and were shamed
into a spirit of emulation by the various denomi-
nations in Toronto, whose plices of worship in
both external appesrance and intevior appoint-
ments arc far in advance of us.

THE OFFLERTORY.

During the summer the Offertory fell toa very
low level.  Itwas better, however, than last year,
owing to the increased number of weekly enve-
lopes —a proof this, that the maintenance of
the Church would be a matter of very litte
anxicty if all the Congregation contributed to the
Offertory by means of envelopes.  As thingsare
now, however, the Rector and Wardens feel con-
siderable anxiety. There are scveral accounts,
which the Wardens were unable to pay last year,
now pressing for settlement.  The bank is also
urgent for the payment of a note for $j700.
Under these circumstances, the Rector appeals
to the Congregation to aid the Wardens in their
cefforts to put the finances on a satisfactory foot-
ing. Itisnot creditable to us that carpenters,
and roofers, and other tradesmen should be con-
tinually put off with the plea that the Church has
no funds. Now, there are some forty members
of the Congregation who take the envelepes, and
the weekly contributions to a// purp.ses vary
from five dollars per week down to five ¢ ..
There are about 130 pewholders ; if then,instead
of forty only, every pewholder would take the
envelopes and contribute in this way cach weck,
the Rector and Wardens are satisfied that the
Offertory would at ence risc to an amount, which
would enible them to pay off present liabilities
and maintain the Church in an cfficient manner.
S. George’s congregation is as able as any con-
gregation in Toronto, and tetter able than many,
to do worthily by their Church ; but, while there
is a fair liberality displayed towards Missions
and extra-parochial schemes, theie is not a single
department of parochial work that is not crippled
for want of mcaus.

The Wardens wiil most gladly send envclopes
to any who are willing to take them, and they
make an appeal to members who were absent
during summer for spccial donations.

BOYS' GUILD.
¢ The Boys’® Guild, which was organized last
_scason, will, during the ensuing year, meet once
‘a fortnight in S. George's School House, begin-
ining Thursday, October 13th.
i We wish only those boys to join who intend,
 God hclping them, to try carnestly to fulfil the
obligations of this Socicty.

It is the wish and intention of the officers of
the Guild to make the meetings attractive and
I instructive; to this end we propose to ask different
gentlemen  occasionally ty give short popular
I]ecturcs in chemistry, natural history, ctc.

~



