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BOOKSELLER AND S'I‘ATIONER

BOOKS AND PERIODICALS—Continued.
125 Mechanics’ Institutes, containing 206,
140 volumes, scattered throughout the
Province. These were supported partly by
(sovernment grant and partly by pnvate
annual subscnplions, but, in 189§, the
Legislature passed an Act converting them
into public hbranies. Permission was given
to any municipal counci to appoint a board
of management, who were authorized to take
over the Mechanics' Institute Library of
the town or village, and to carry it on as a
free public hbrary, the funds being provided
by the t.overnment and the municipality.
When the muniapality did not take over
the hbrary, power of incorporation was
given to not less than 10 persons to form a
body for the purpose of providing a public
hibrary, financial assistance being given by
the Government. Thus the policy of the
Administration of Ontano has been steadily
directed to the mumaipal ownership of lib-
raries and the putting them on a more
permanent basis than can exist under
associations ol private individuals. As a
consequence of this policy, there are now in
the Province 406 public hbraries, 120 of
which are free and 286 partially so, these
latter being almost entirely in smaller towns
and villages. The largest of these, Toronto,
contalns 110,000 volumes, and the smal'est
about 250. Their united tncomes for 1899
amounted to $193 321 ; their assets were
valued at §,35 »;6  They contained 862,
v3) vowumes, and theis issue of books for
the year was 2,547,131

The library which 1s maintained by the
Legsiatute for ats own use bas grown
rapidiy dunng the .ast tew years under the
management of Mr Avern Pardoe, and now
contains "0 0coo volumes, and the educa
tional hibrary in the Department of the
Minmister of ldacation, which s freely
opened to all students, has 19 6go.

From the number of higher educational
institutions 1n the Province. we might freely
anticpate a  proputhionate  number  of
hbranes. The largest of these, the Univer-
sity of Toronto, numbers 60.000; QQueen's
University, Kingston, has 36 000, and
Ouawx Umversity, 35000 The total
numdet o buuns 1Cpuited Liua Lthese 10
universities and colicges 1s 230, 300.

The Law Souety ot Untarno 1s a corpora-
tion composed of the legal profession of the
Province, which, among other dutes, pro-
vides for the traiming and examination of
students at law, and has uts hbrary n
Usgoode Hall, Toronto, numbenng 29,893
volumes. It also aids in the formauon and
maintenance of local law libraries in each
county town. These number 24, and these
libraries contain from a few hundred to
4,000 volumes each. They are estimated to
contain a total of 50,000, which gives, as
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the number of law books in Ontario libraries,
79.894. There are aiso 11 scientific and
other societies whose collections of booke
number 125,736.

Summatrizing these, we find this Province
contains 439 libraries, which arec more or
less open for public use, and which have on
their shelves 1,287,667 volumes.

MANITOBA AND TERRITORIES.

Proceeding west we have the Province of
Manttoba on the great praine land in the
centre of the continent. Winmipeg almost
entirely engrosses what libranes 1t has, and
the largest of these 1s the Legislauve, which
inhenited whatever small collection of books
were in the Red River befere the formation
of the Province. It now contains 17,435
volumes, and isrichin papers and documents
pertaining to the early days. The Literary
and Historical Society have arranged with
the aity authonties to maintain a free library,
and have thrown open for reference their
own library which now numbers about
15,000. The University of Manitoba with
its affilated colleges has about 8,000, and
the law lhbrary of the Law Society 6,000.
These four libranes contamn 46,435 volumes.

The Northwest Territories, whose chief
town is Regina, has a library in connection
with its Legislature which contains about
3,500 volumes.

BRITISH .COLUMBIA.

Final'y facing the Pacific, we have the
I'rovinie of Briush Columbia, which, though
limited in population, in library matters is
one of the progressive Provinces of the
DNominion  Two years ago finding that
many miming camps and isolated agricul
tural distnts were without means of 1nstruc
tion, they orpamized a senes of travehing
hbranes. Dunng the past year 24 of 100
volumes each were arculating through the
Province, and 1t1s believad were productive
of much good. The Legislative Library,
housed 1n their beautiful building at Victona,
contains nearly 6 coo volumes, and the law
library, in the same place, about 2,000. In
addition, Victoria contains a public library
with 5,000 volumes, The townsof West-
minster and Vancouver have also free
public lihraries the former containing 1 500
volumes, and the latter about 1,0u0. Efforts
are being made by the Legislauve hbranan,
Mr Scholfield, to organize a Provincial
association which will do much to extend
the library system within their borders.
British Columbia has, therefore, five
libraries, containing 14,500 volumes, and
2,400 in its traveling libraries.

OTTAWA.

I have aot included 1n my estimate the
libraries under the contrul of the central
Government at Otawa.  First among these
15 the pnnapal hbrary of the Dominton,

the library of Parliament, which now con.
tains by estimate 200,000 volumes. Every

one who has seen the beautiful building in
which this collection is housed will regret
that more space was not provided for
accessions, and the problem of how to
increase the available space without injury
to the architectural effect is one which wili
soon have to be faced. The library of the
geological and natural history sutvey is
attached to the museum and containg
16,000 books and pamphlets. Tbhe library
of the Supreme Court consists of 19,500 law
books. The work of the Archivist of the
Dominion, Dr. Douglas Brymner, is so well
known that 1t is barely necessary to call
attention to the remarkable collection of
documents, original and copied, over which
he exercises supervision. The library
which is attached contains abaut 30 0oco
volumes, principally referring to Canadian
bistory and topography. At the Meterco

logical Office at Toronto, the collection of
books principally on metereology and mag-
netism number 5,000 volumes, These five
Government libraries contain a total of
250,000 volumes.

It is a matter of regret that the free
library system has not yet made greater
progress within the Dominion, and that the
only Provinces which have adopted it are
those of Ontario and British Columbia, The
prospects are, however, encouraging. The
fact that the cities of Halifax, St. Jobn,
Quebec and Winmipeg have established
hibraries as a part of their municipal orgam-
zation z2nd that in Montreal, the suburb of
Westmount has made a commencement,
shows that the necessity for them is being
felt and that the next stage of extending
them throughout their respecuve Provinces
will follow tn due course In the meanwhile
it will be seen from the figures given that
the number of volumes within the Dominion
has nisen from 1,103,000 to 1,319.577, and
that special libranes are abundant; the
larger cities being fully up to the average of
American cities. The large number of
universities and colleges throughout the
older parts of the Dominion are turning out
a body of graduates who must ulumately
mould the taste and guide their fallow-
citizens into reading habits—and the meeung
of the American Libtrary Associatios in the
principal commercial city of the Dominion
will form no small factor in this education-
ary work,cmphasiang as itd -es the ioftaence
and extent of the work on this continent
and the professional requirements of those
to whom it is committed.

SUMMARY.

Libranes. Volumes,

Nousa dotia L L . ¥ 00
Pnnce Edward lsland 2 7 §00
New Brunswick . . . o 30,530
Quebec . 30 670.025
Ontano 439 1.287.667
Mamitoba . ........ 4 46.435
Northwest Termtories H 3.500
British Columtna.... 5 16,900
Ueneral Guvernment. s 250,000
Totalinigoo. .. sn 2,322,877
Int8yr . ...h ciiieiene ons 1,103.000
facrase . . (... .. 1.319.377




