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BOOKS ANDi PEIODICALS--Contlnucd.
125 !ilecban!cs' Institutes. containing 206.-
146 volumes, scattered throughout the
P>rovince. These wcre supported partly by
tcverniment grant and partly by private
annual subscnptions. but, in 1895, the
Leglalature passed an Act converting tbemn
into public libranes. Pergnission was given
to any municipal counical go appoint a board
of management. who were authorlzed to take
avez the Mechanits' Institute Library of
thc town or village. and ta carry it an as a
fret public library. the funds bcîng providcd
by the t.overnment and thet runîcipality.
When the municipality did not take avez
the library. power of incorporation was
given ta flot less than go persans ta fanm a
body for the purpose of praviding a public
library. financial assistance being given by
the Govcinment. Thus the policy of the
Administration ai Ontario bas been steadily
directed ta the municipal ownership afi hb-
rantes and the puîttng them on a more
permanent basis than can exist under
associations ai prî"at individuals. As a
cansequence cf ibis policy. there are now in
the Province 406 public librairies, 320 of

which are frie and 286 partially so. these
latter being aimait entirely in smaller towns
and villages. The largest of these, Toronto,
contains i110.000 volumes. and the smal'est
about 25c. Their unîîed incomes for a8gg
amounted ta $193 421 their assets were
'valued at $.yj, .0;L The) ontaaned 86-z.
u4; voaumts, and theit 1issut of books lui
thre yeai was 2,547,3131

The library which is maintained by the
Legis;atute fui its oa uàc bas grawn
rapi durang the -ast leiw years under the
management ofIIn Avern l'ardus. and naw
contains "o ooo volumes. and tht educa
tional librar% in the Deparirnent cf tht
Mlintuter of LAucation. whic.h is ireely
opened ta ail students, bas tg 69o.

Framt the number cf hîgher educatianal
institutions in tht lravinte. we migbt freely
antcipate a propurtianate numbez ci
tibrairies. The largest of these, thet Univer-
sity ci Torontoa. numbers ôoooo Qutn's
University. Kingston. has 36 oo and
Ottawa I nivtrsaty. 35 o0o The total
nuimbes a tou b tejiutei liu.1a ihe>t ô

unîvtnsittes and Lolieýgcs as 230, 300.
the Law houety of untano is a corpora-

tion composed cf the legal profession cf tht
Province, vrhic. among othez dutats, pro-
vides soi tht training and examination cf
students at law. and bas lts labrary tin
tisgoode Hall. Toronto. numberang 29.894
volumes. ht also aads in the formation and
maintenance cf local law libranies irn each
counîy tawn. These number :.i. and these
libraries contain from a few hundred te
.,ooo volumes each. Tbey are estlmated te
corttara a total ai 5o.0oo, wbich gives. as

the numberoci law books in Ontario libranits,
79.894. There are ai so i i scientific and
cîber socelles whose collections cf books
numbtr 25.736.

Summarizing these. we flnd this Province
contains 439 libraries, which are mort or
less open for public use, and which have on
tbeir shelves 1,287.667 volumes,

AIANITOBA ANtI TERR1TOICILPS.

Proceeding west we have tht P>rovince af
Manitoba an tht great prairie land in tht
centre af the continent. Winnipeg almost
entirely engrosses what librattes it bas, and
tht largest af these as tht Legisiative. which
inherated whatevcr smai! collection ai books
were in the Red River before tht formatian
cf the Pravince. It naw contaîns !7.435
volunmes. and is rich in papens and documents
ptrtaintng te the early days. The Literary
and Historical Society have arranged with
the city authorattes ta matintain a fret library,
and have thrawn cpen for reference their
own library which naw numbers about
x 5,oco. Tht University cf Manitoba with
its affiliattd cclleges bas about 8.ooo. and
tht law library of tht Law Socity 6.ooo.
These four libranaes contai"a 46.435 volumes.

Tht Nortbwest Territories. whose chief
tcwn is Regina, has a library ina connection
with its Legislature which contains about
3,500 volumes.

iRITISII .COLKUMBIA.

Final'v facing tht Pacific, we have tht
l'iosm&n..c of Britishi Columbia, which, thaugh
lîmîîedi in population, in library matters is
ont cf tht progressive Provinces of the
Dominion Twa vears ago finding that
many mining camps and isalated agricul
tur.ii distn,ut were without means of instu-c
tion, they organized a senes of traveling
libraires. I)urng tht past year 24 a1 1o0
volumes each were circulating through tht
Province, and i is believed wcre productive
ai much good. Tht Legislative Ubrary,
haustd in thear beautiful building at Victoria,
contains nearly f6 ooo volumes, and the law
li'4rary. in tjie sanie place, about 2.000. Ina
addition. Victoria contains a public library
witli 5.00o valumes. Tht towns cf WVest-
minster and Vancouver have alsa fre
putAlitha'aries the <ormer rantaaîirig 500
Iol.umes. and tht latter about I.ow- Efforts

are being made b> tht Legîstatave librattan,
Mr Si-holfield, ta organite a Provincial
association which will do much ta txtend
tht library system within their borders.
British Columbia has, therefore, five
libraujes. containing 14.500 volumes, and
2.400 in ifs; traveling libraries.

OTTAWA.
1 have not includtd an my estimate the

libraries under the controi cf tht central
GoveruiMent at Ottawa. Fmrst araong these
as tht principal library cf the Dominion.

tht library of Panliament, which now con-
tains- by estimate 200,000 volumes. Every
ont who bas seen tht beautiful building in
which tbis collectian is housed wlll regret
that more space was flot provided for
accessions, and tht prcblemn cf haw ta
increase tht available space withaut injury
te tht architectural effect is ane which wil!
souri have to be faced. The library of the
geolagical and natural history survey isM
attached to tht rnuseumn and contains'
î6,ooo bocks and pamphlets. Tht library
cf tht Supreme Court cansists cf 19. 500 law
books. Tht work of tht Archivist of tht
Dominion. Dr. Douglas Bryniner, is so wel
known that at is baretjr necessary ta caîl
attention te tht remarkcable collection cf
documents, original and copicd, aven whicb
he exercises supervision. Tht library
which is attached contains about io ooc
volumes, principally re!erring to Canadian
history and tapography. At tht Meterto
logical Office at Toronto. tht collection cf
bocks pnincipally on znetereology and mag-
netism number 5,ooo volumes. These five
Goverriment libraries contain a total of
25o.ooo volumes.

It is a natter of regret that the fret
library systemn bas fiat yet made greater
progress within tht Dominion, and that the
anly Provinces which have adopted it are
those of Ontario and British Columbia. Tht
prospects are, however, encouraging. Tht
fact that tht cihies of Halifax. St. John,
Quebec anîd Winnipeg have e5tabîashed
libraries as a part af their municipal organt.
talion and that in Montreal, the suburb cf
WVestmaunt bas made a commencement,
shows that tht necessity for themn is being
felt and that tht next stage of extending
themt throughout theai respective Provinces
will follow an due course In tht mneanwhile
it wili be seen from the figures given that
the number of volumes withîn tht Dominion
has risen fromt 1.103.000 ta 1.319.577, and
that special libranges are abundant ; tht
larger cities being fully up ta the average ai
American cities. Tht large number ai
universities and colleges throughout tht
aIder pants cf tht Dominion are turning out
a body cf graduates who must ultamnately
mould the taste and guide their fellow.
Catizens into reading habits-and tht meetang
cf tht American Utbraty Association in tht
principal cammercial city cf tht Dominion
wall Ionm ne smaI! factor in Ibis education.
ar> work,cmnphasuaàng as iltd-les tht influence
and extent af tht vwork on thas continent
and tht prafessional requirements cf those
ta whamn it is committed.
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