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H AVE MISSIONS PROVED FAILURES ?

Even.at the pres4ent day there aie sone who, from ignorance or hostility
to the truth will assert that all the missionary efforts of the Churcli have been
withoutany adequate neaure of success. The Rev. Dr. Duff in the course of
of an address before the Commission of the Free Church, dealswith the question,

.and makes the fullowing renarks N ith reference to the past success,und the futumo
prospects of Christian missions.

"I have heard such expressions as "l Have there not been failures ?" My
.answer is, "Yes, su far ai individuals arc concerned, and so far as particular
localities and projects are conceried.There have been failures -i these,but there
have been no failures vith regard to the grand work of God at large; on the con-
trary, there has been progress and advancenent." Then it has been said, "l Has
there iot in certain departments of the field been retrogression?" I answer,
..What if there has ? It i incident to advancement in every great enterprise,civil
or sacred,that there shouldbe occasional and temporary retrogrecsion."In respect
.to uîr missions, it is like the progress of the tide, which goes up to a certain
mark, but retires again, only t 11ow up to a greater distance. I believe this is
the truth with regard to missi,>îas, if a candid view were taken of them over
the whole world. i find in ertain quarters very gloony anticipations and
views of the state of ieli.,ion both at home and abroad. I feel no way stag-
gered by these apprehens.ionis. Quite the contrary, and I have reasons for it.
biam not one who et:r encouraged sanguine expectations of any great or im-
mediate results for our enterprises in any part of the mission field. On
the contrary, somte of you nay remember that thirty years ago I pro-
tested against these being entertained. That is not the way in which
God works. He works slowly and surely from age to age, from gen-
eration to generation. We are apt to forget that with, Hin 4 one
day is as a thousuiud years, and a thousand years as one day." He was pleased
te work on slowly for four thousand years, unfolding the mysterious scherne
.of redemption, till the fulness of the time was come. If God, then, be patient iii
working, ought not we, who are bound to imitate Him in all His imitable ?er-
fections, to initate Him in His patience, and to wait till His appointed time
corne ? Surely this is like Scripture and like common sense.

I feel that the aspect of things is to the eye of sense and to the world at
large, a very dark one ; but to the eye of faith I say emphatically it is
otherwise. It has been my own lot within the last ten years to note from per
sonal observation in different regions rnany of the sti ange workings and couinter-
workings of Popery, Jesuitism, materialistic infidelity. the neology, rationalism,
and the strangcly varied pantheism of Germany, a nd such like ; and it has
also been my lot to make acquaintance with the Brahminisms, and Hnduisns,
of India, the Corfucianisms, Buddhisms, and rationalisms of China and of
the Indian Archipelago ; and on returning to the western world I find the
great ecclesiastical machine of the Church of England torn to pieces, or going
to pieces, by strange decisions of the most adverse kind ; and I find creeping
in, at least there is said to be creeping in, to al[ religious bodies more or less
a feeling of doubtfulness and distrust, all tending to weaken one's faith and
confidence in Jehovah's holy oracles,and to fll our minds with doubts and alarms
in regard to the future. Now, I feel that instead of being disheartened or dis-
couraged, there is something underneath all this that is fall of encoursgement.

It ha's been so in all ages ; God has permitted these things on purpose to
prove and test and try His people's faith and in order that out of darkness
may spring forth a- brighter light. I feel encouraged, not only by these con-
siderations, but that in the heathen field there are processes at work, and that
elements have been introduced which will ferment and go on increasingly fer-
menting till the whole mass be leavened. All this nay be imperceptible to
the outward eye and to the superficial view ; but there are elements of change


