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THE DANGý.RS AND ACCIDENTS 0F LOCAL
TREATMENT IN PUERPERAL CASES.

IIY AME C.cAMRON Mi), )ON'llEr.,I'IcorESSOIt ni' olîsrli-

t'S, li .. I I ' SlITY.DR. Nlattbcews PI )ncan bas .somieý%vbere renîarked
tliat the sLilject of ailtisepti('s in mùifn Is

by far the ni051 important obstetrical question of the
day, being of even grreater, Moment to the pubhlic
than tbe prevention of epidemîrs .for wh'ile cpi-
deilics comne at intervals, l)terl)elal settcl('lia is

a1 constant mlenlace to the Ilives of a most valuablc

portion of the communiiiity. Antiscptics may justly
bc saiçl to biav rev-oluîioixed( tbe practice of ivnid-
Nviféry. s0 tbat restilis Implossile a fev years ago,
are oweVerywhere ob talialle. A-,ntiscptic mid-
m if)r, in somle formi or otber. i pîrîutî'ed alnîo-t
universally but unfortunately gt'neral use iq alît lu
l'un speedil1y mbt abutse, an(d thbe Inltisel)t( wsvsteml
is 110 exception to theu rule. iJierinc and vaginal
doucbes, %%blen propcrly admin istered Ii suitable
ca. es and at suitable Mles, arc invaluiable; but
oîbierwîlse ilbey may pr1ov-e dangerolhs. 'lo )oinit
ont sonie of' tbc dlanger's and siiew% bow they îuay
be avoided is tbcle t of thîs paper.

''ie opinion scems to iîe prev-alent. amnong the

profession that, wbile the intra-uîerîne doucbe is
~,e,;a/.sale, the v-aginal dlouche is pfe ir/ so.

,No 1)articlilar skill is considered neesr.Ini-
pressed wi th i ts barnilessn-ess, somne recom menci
tbe îintiseptic vaginal doucbe as a prophylactic
agyainst infection during tbe l)uerlJeral suite, zind
aidvise its use *in ail cases. Not unfrequently wec
find the o])eration entrtlste(l to the nurse, or some
inconipeten t peî'son, wi thon t dIirctioni or super-
vision, as if doucbing wvas a trivial matter, ont of
the pr'ovince of the physician, or perliaps beneaitli

blis (lign'ity. \\îîb sncb doctrines and practice I
cannot 'grec, foi' in my opinion I)rophylactic clouch-
ing during the plierperi'a state 15 lot on1) ly unneces-
sarv, b)ut fi'equently also tbe cause of serions harmi.
Tl'ougbi I)elieNvin<, in thoroiigb anti septicismn cluring

labor and tbe pLierperal periedc, andl admîuîttng the
v'allie of vagfinal and u terinle doîîchîng ini certain
c'onditions, 1 am neN'erthiclcss convInce(I tbat tbe
dlouch'e is not perfectly harniless, and tbiat it sbould
l>e usecl only wvben clearly' indicaied, and then w~ith
caution.

Liabilîty t0 ab)sorp)tion ilbrougbi tears, fissures,
abrasions, and otber braun maisms constitulte the
chief (arrof tbe va 'mal douche. 'l'lie contrac-
bion of the constrictor muscles narrows the orifice
of tbe ainand Ct\vor-s sacculation of lis ('anal
comseqîîently 1)art of' the Injection is apt to be
retained, perhails for à misilIl l ie. 1 nideed
al)serption s nmor'e hiable lu take place tbî'otîgi tbe
vagina tba n i hrougbi tbe utcrus ; because tbe latter'
ustnahiv t'ontract, h rnly, a nd enîipties lis caviîty,
esl)ecially If the Injection be hot.

l'or v'arions reason> tbe i ntra-tuîerine douche is
more dangerous tban te v-aginal, especialhy if the
ctîrrent l>e 100 str*ongo, or the otitflow ,nsurnicient.
Fluîd mlay be î'oîced dhroîîgh tlie fallopianal tubes
int the abdominal <:vtcausing acite peritonitis,
or even decatb as Ii \7ilbtz's case ; or a thromibus
may ~edislodged fromn the l)lacental site, and
bxmiorrhage paellace ; or air îuay find ils way
clîrectly îi'rough Uthe uterinle sinuses mbt the veins
or sonie of the injection tluid may enter the veins.
In Stadfeld*s case, svniptons of J)oisoninig cippeared
wbîle a large stîbliniate douche (1-5000) wl's l)einlg
ad mi nistereh, provingy ibat the miercuric solution
entered the circulation directly. The tterine sin-


