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s physm]otncal labour, destined to gradually
- modify the properties of the morbid tissue,
There are three great processes of dilatation :
' parmanmt temporary, and rapid dilatation.

" ~Permanent dilatation is not the treatment
:'most in use, bul it is that which throws most
;: ]ighb‘ upon the modificatory action of the in-
~ girument introdueed into the urethra. This
process is that also which in appearance gives
“'the most brilliant results, It consists in’ the
(_f‘pfolonged sojourn in the uretbra of a dilating
- instrument. Note well what I say: in the
_urethra, and not in the stricture alone; for we
, “xﬂé,y'make use of permanent dilatation by leav-
“ing the instrument in contact with the entrance
f‘vof the stricture, withou: having passed if, or
ith the whole extent of the stuctuze after
:",,hawng passed it.

-, -To dilate strictures we make use of bougies
~und ‘sounds. They ought to be olivary and
}?fcunif‘é.l -The bougies are particalarly suitable
in the cases in which we leave the extremity of
“Hho'k instrument supported against the entrance
'","of the stricture, Though this hould not be a

} a‘ﬁrs‘" success—it must not, howevez, be dis-
““dained, More than once you will not be able
%p&ss a stricture, and you ought to use this
rifice,

To put In practice this cathétérisme appuyé,
hmh does perfectly well in certain cases, and
. which at times gives a total or partial evacua-
tion of the bladdel in subjects who could not
nnate before, there are two different methods.
Oﬂfijlleans on the anterior part of the stricture
Wi | ‘pressure or without pressure. Hunter
Dupuytren first did the *catheterisme
" with pressure ; however, you ought
Fays in my opinion to push only moderately,
oid the ulcerations and the perforatiors of
‘ too often produced bv the catheterism
to the process of Hunter. Always
the sound applied against the stricture,
ch that the contact of the extremity
Sound with the entrance of the stricture is
hed. Tt is necessary that this contact
d be well .assured and that it be prolonaed
ost often left the sound twenty-
when the sound was ﬁxed na

l'f;process of choice—for when we can pass the
tmgm"e, we ought to profit by the resources of |

~ture,

pronounced tension. What we ought to seek’
is not a manceuvre of force, but a modificatory
process. What takes place, in fact, when-a
bougie is in contact with the stricture that it
cannot pass? This stricture often becomes
easily passable after the cathétérisme appuyé;
it even admits instruments relatively large,
Many theories have been imagined to explain
this phenomenon. Desault, Chopin, and then
Dupuytren, have called this treatment by dila-
tation ‘“wital,” a process which did not acs,
according to them, on the whole canal, as in
“ mechanical ” dilatation ; but here, under the.
influence of contact, the spasm ceased and gave
rise to a more or less abundant seeretion of
mucus and even of pus, which brought on a
disengorgement of the walls of the urethra, and+
consequently the enlargement of the sbw‘ture. ‘

To this theory it ought to be objectéd tm“u:
in certain cases the cathetérisme appuy, 7/ acts very
rapidiy, and that we cannot mvoke in order to
explain the result, a disengorgement which
has not had time to operate. Dupuytren ex-
plained it, then, by the rhsappearance of the
contraction. .

(Civiale, who has also made great use cf t}‘e
cathetérisme appuyé to prepare for the penetra-
tion of other instruments, thought the contact
blunted the sensibility and caused the contrac-
tions and the spasm of the canal to cease.

All this is disputable, but the theory matters
little to us. Let us hold to the clinical facts,
to the consequences of a manceuvre well made
and well conducted; later we will seek for an
explanation of it. Remark always, that from
this action of simple contact it results that often
there is mo need of a mechanical action upon’
the stricture to obtain its dilatation.’

Let us now occupy ourselves with the mode
of employment of this permanent dilatation.
It is well recommended to place in the stricture
a bougie which may not fit too close; it is ne-
cessary that it should almost play in the stric-
It ought scarcely to be in-contact with
the wall, though skimming over its surface-
You will see every day, in fact, paments with -
strictures thus treated with a free bougie, L
draw from it great advantac'es ; in two days
days a stricture which’ allowed bougles to pass
of only one or twp mllhme‘tre‘s,‘ qulck!y admit -
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