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that it prevented this symptom, but it also
diminished diarrhcea, allayed cough, and pre-
disposed to sleep. It sometimes happened that
the powder was vomited. In sueh cases the
dose was divided into two parts ; one of which
was given in the evening, and the other at
night when the patientawoke.” Dr. Handfield
Jones, referring to M. Descamps’ recommen-
dation, says that he has found Dover’s powder
« materially to check the nightsweats of
hthisis.” Dr. Hayden, in a paper read before
the Medical Society of the College of Physicians
of Dublin, March, 1877, speaks highly of this
mode of treatment. He gives five grains once
or twice in the course of the night. This treat-
ment has been recommended by Dr. Ringer,
and by M. Desnos, of the Hospital St. Louis,
Paris. Dr. Theophilus Thompson also mentions
it in his lectures on consumption.

During the last two years I have taken notice
of ifty-five eases of night-sweating of phthisis
treated with Dover’s powder. In only five of
these cases did the drug fail to afford some
relief, Of the successful cases, thirty-four were
men and sixteen were women. With two ex-
ceptions they were adults in the prime of life,
their ages ranging from nineteen to thirty-six.
The cases under treatment represented all stages
of the distase. In some there were hardly
any physical signs, while in others both lungs
were extensively diseased. In eighteen cases
cavities were diagnosed. In fifteen cases both
- Jungs were involved, while in the remainder
only one lung was affected, or there were no
physical signs. The duration and severity of
the night-sweating varied much in different
cases, but in all it was well marked. As a rule,
the Dover’s powder was given only at bedtime,
butin a few cases small doses were given several
times a day, though without any corresponding
advantage. It was found that to do any good

five or ten grains must be given, and ten grains |

. wually acted more promptly than five. Smaller
doses usually failed, while, on the other hand,
there was no advantage in giving more than
ten grains. Frequently, for convenience of
dispensing, the Dover's powder was adminis-
tered in five-grain pills, but in many cases the
povyder itself was used. In most cases the
patients, while taking the Dover’s powder, had
1o other medicine, exeept, perhaps a placebo of
camphor-water or peppermint. In other in-
_ Stances the Dover’s powder was not allowed to
lntqrfere with the general treatment, the patient
faking cod-liver oil, cough-medicines, and so on,
The Dover’s powder acted equally well whether
given alone or with other remedies. Asa rule,
here was an improvement upon the first or
8cond night, but sometimes the sweating did
10t entirely cease for a week or more, declining
gradually in severity. Sometimes.the sweating
fretuyn.ed immediately upon discontinuing the
Medicine, but in other cases there was no relapse

for a month or longer. In no single instance
was the treatment found to do harm. It often,-
in addition to stopping the sweating, eased the
cough and insured a good right's rest.

IrLosTRATIVE CAsEs oF THE UsE oF THE
Dover’s Powper 1N NigaT-sweAT.—The fol-
lowing may be taken as a fair average example-
of what Dover's powder can do. It is not by
any means an exceptional case, and it would
have been quite easy to pick out other cises in
which the relief was most prompt: »

R.W., a bookbinder, aged twenty-six, had
suffered from a slight cough for ten months, but
it was only during the last three or four weeks
that he had any expectoration. He wasextreme-
ly emaciated, and had lost a stone in weight
in six months. He was very feeble, and had
great difficulty in doing his work. There had
been no hemoptysis. He had suffered from
night-sweats for about three weeks, never miss-
ing a night. He usually went to bed about ten,
and awoke in the early morning covered with.
moisture. He was so wet sometimes that it left
s mark on the sheet where he had been lying.
The physical signs were: at the left apex flat-
tening, deficient movement, increased vocal
fremitus, dullness, and coarse crepitation; on
the right side, impaired resonance and a little
scattered crepitation. He was ordered ten
grains of Dover’s powder every night at bedtime,
and a little infusion of quassia as a placebo..
For two nights there was no improvement, but
on the third night the sweating was much less.
On the fourth and fifth nights it was very slight
indeed, and upon the sixth there was none at
all. The pills were then discontinued, and with.
the exception of one night there was no sweat-
ing for four weeks. It then returned, the pa-
tient suffered severely for three or four nights,
and then recommenced taking the pills. The
sweating was again checked in four nights, the
pills were discontinued, and there was no
further relapse during the time the patient
remained under observation, a period of six
weeks longer.

Even in cases rapidly progressing to a fatal
termination Dover’s powder will keep the per-
spirations in check. '

GELSEMIUM IN NEURALGIA.

Professor Massini, of Basel, recounts_his ex-
erience of the use of thisdrugin the treatment
of eighty cases of neuralgia of the trigeminus.
He prefaces his remarks with a brief descrip-
tion of the physiological action of the drug:
Redness of the conjunctiva, pain in the eyelids,
contraction of the pupils, double vision, and
giddiness, are the symptoms which generally
follow the administration of moderate doses.
When the dose is increased, slight ptosis, dila-.
tation of the pupil, gasping, languor, and pain



