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Mastoid discase has attracted so much attention within the l‘nst
few years, that I feel no small amount of diffidence in offering
my own experience in a field of labor so thoronghly cultw‘ttcd
as this has been. TIndeed T should decline to take up the time

of the Association with this subjeet, but for the fwct that I believe
most of the work 1ccenﬂy done with a view to Ingreasing our
knowledge concerning the morbid conditions so commonly met
with in the mastoid region has not yet found its way into general
‘medical literature, and is therefore hardly aceessible to the pro-
fession. I purpose giving a brief account of my own observations
during the past cightecn months, derived from a total of abous
550 cases of car disease. I am not prepared to say whether the
twenty cases of mastoid discase met with in this tohhepx esents
the usual proportion as compared with other ear affections, but
I must admit that il they do, mastoid discase is of far more fre-
quenu oceurrence than I had ever supposed it to be. The first
series of eases may be classed as external secondary inflammation

of the mastoid.

Case I.—A pale, worn-looking woman, 89 years of age, suf-
fering from purulent otitis media of four months duration, with

large perforation of cach drum-head. The ear discase came on
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