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thiat any hinan. b1einlg eau bo improv-
cd: ail other systemns are. fallaciotis, and
fouinded iii gross error. \Vhen thie snecak
cornes into the hands of the p)ickpocket, lie
is itistruicteod and practised ery Jouir of
the day, littil muade tolerably perfect; lie
is taken thonî into the streets, to mnake
Iiis first essay in the presonce of those
wvlio have ta*tglit huaii and it lias been
given iii evideticc,that they dressUp alay
figure, agigbelis ail over it, on wvlicll
they practice. Whent the tyro cati empty
ail the pookets of the figure wvithot
occasioningr a bell to sotund, lie is Con-
sidercd lit for the street. lie ge-
nerally be-gins -%vitlh a, pock-et-hiandkcer-
chicf, whuist another takes " dinig," that
is receives it frorn Iiim. In alrnost al
cases of' robberyr, one comrnits the art,
anad another receives the articles ftrm thc
tiriet, wh1ich is callcd taking "lding." If
thley find, a boy duli, thecy forth-with. tura
liirn out of tieir party.

1.A case of tliis lzind camne te Miy know-
ledge. Four pickpockets 'who had tahon a boy
on trial, dischargediihua the second ý,enog
afterlho had joiincd themn,as boing inconipe-
tent to the business. The boy, cliagrinod
and disappointed, returncd to bis fcllow-
snaas, at a lodging brouse in St. Gilcs's, and
tol d theiin bis story; adding, that the pick-
pockets woro about to have that ovoningr a
jollification, and that a supper %vas prepared,
one itemn in the bull of faire boing a rice-pud-
ding, thon at the hake-house. Tire boys
soon camne to an understanding that they
could cat nie-pudding as weil as thc pick-
pockets; and it N'as agreed tirat the diseharg-
cd boy, althougidceemed. a bad convoyancer,
sliould conveythe pudding ont of tireir roacli
by going to thîe bakie-houso and asking for it
in their nanie. The real owners mnade tire
baker pay for it, and, suspecting who had it,'gave information whidh caused tire boy to ho
apprehiended a-na comnritted te Nowgato,
whero ho was fouuad guilty of stealing it and
sontenced to bo flogged and bicageo

tire evidouce of these feilows and the baker.
A few, xuoths afterwrards the boy was
brought back for anothor oficuce, aind trains-
ported for fourtea years When, however,
thoy ineet ivith a clever lad, they know how
to prize bini, and tale caro to gratify his
evory wish, that lie nay ho iuduced to stay
with. them. Those boys as soon as per-
fet, are made to do nearly ail tho bu-
siness themsJeVS, whist thc master pick-
pocket bellind. covers tirer, watching thre ope-
rations,-' ýnd, aLs mudli as possible- avoiding

any interférence, and, cousequently, risk on
bis part.

"'fic qualifications for a pickpocket arc »a
liglît trend, a delicate souse of toucli, coin-
biiod witli firin nerves. These boys rnay
be kniowni hi tioir shoos ln the street ; they
gencrauly wcar piuîps, or siroos of a very liglit
inake, having long quarters. Theroe is about
thocir eouute11ancŽs i a aleteil doetoriuîîition
of pur-pose ; and they wailk forwaird, as ir bout
on somne object of buisiness : it is a rude witlr
thi nover to stop iii the street. Whien
thoy want to conîfer for a moment threy drop
into soîno by-court or alley, wherc they will
fix on sorne objeet of attziek, as tire people
î>ass down a main streot ; whcn ticy start off
in the saine mnanîrer, the boy going first, to do
whiat thcy eall stuinaingý,' thiat is, te pick the
pockot. Tire flrst-rate lands nover on any
occasion loiter on the streots, uîîilcss ait a pro-
cession, or anr exhibition, wlien there is an ex-
cuse for s,) doiag. Malny hrav-c a notion tlrat
inîstruments arc uised i. disencunrboring the
p)oclzets-: this is a farîse idea; tire orrly instru-
mients thcy use is a good pair of snmall scissors
aind whliih ivili alwaiys bc fouad on the person.
of a pickpocket whea scarcreïd: those tlrcy
use to eut thc pocket and ail off, wirc they
caurnot abstract its contents.

"To those qualifications tirey, unite a quick
sgtaind a tact of obsorving wYhei thre atten-

tion is engagea, or of deiiiig somo ineans to
engagie it thinselves, until the aet is donc.
They are znost busy iii fogg,ýy woaithier. Wle

in prison, tliey will ho liard. te, say ou. such
days, &'Wýhat a same t. lose sudl a flae day
us tis!'

IlWhIeii an old and -Goa sr«k is commrnit-
ted to prison, whrc ho is generally wNithont
inoaey, (the officers, on aipprchlending, liai-
ing takon it from Iiua -until aftor trial,) niauy
off'crs of liberal prerninns aire sure to ho made
him. for biis list of places capable or bein- rob-
bod, whieh merans nothing more thian a list of
names and residones of the careoss aind in-
cautious traidesanen in and about London.

IlA-fter a sirop has tNwicc or tbrc times
boon rob. ed of considerable sins, the sneakzs
consider it good aga in and agnin-such is
faoe oxtrenre incaution of some îcrsons. But-
cirers have been favourite objects oze attaiel, in
coliSequence of their sgiops being genorally
vaicated, in thre aftcrnoon, and thre master or
main in the parlour taking a .i8a cern-
mon practice of tiroirs, after tire fatigues of
early rising and labour. One butchor, at
]3ernrondsey, was thice turnes robbed of Con-
siderable sums in tis -way, before lie wold(
rç,move bis cash from a desk in the front shop.
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