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on which students are expected to be exuie.The te~-okis

exressly statedl in niany places to indicate generally the character of the

knowledge of the subject. Ail our text-books aire- defeetive in soile

respect even when theýv do not bucorne partially out of date. The

exan'iners are thoroughly posted in their several subjectS,* and are

instructed to give Iiighest~ values for the be.st evidence of sound miodern

scholarship, even should. it not ,agree with, the text2book. We cannot

keep chariging books constaritly, and if îye did the newer books would

stili be iniperfeet in !sorne respects. Even our text of Euelîd, with the

experience of more than a milleniumi of scholars and teachers, our

best text on the subjeet yet prescribed, ha-, 'numerous defect.- in formt

whiehi even affects the subjeet., and retards the pupil's full perception of

the logical character of the Euclidean system. For instance, if a pupil

notices in the tirst proposition that a straight. lne cannot iu plane

geornetry eut a Ilcircle» ',ui a 1 point," although it may touch it iii a

point, but tbat the straight flue can eut the "«circuiference " in a point

ail right, hle is deservimg of and will get a "mark" for it above

the text.book boy. Or if he notices the care takzen to quote certain

axionis, hi, otesaeinred even in the s-pecial lisI, his criticism

of or deviation frowm the text should. and wili place hlmi higher k.han the

other candidate, everything else.being équal. Iu Botany, for instance,

lipecial care is taken in framing questions, so that there wvill, be nothirig

to suggest the answer to one who bas simply ruemorized the text book

xnentioned as the standard, wbile, the person who bas studied practically

the more conimon or interesting plants in his owxi section is given mnany

chances for the display of wbat he knows about things.

Iu the list of prescribed text books, it wl 1 be fouud, tUat il is the

"character of tUe 1311gb Sehool work in iLs varjous subjects" which

is '<indicated " -and iudieated only-z' by tUe books refe.rred to iu

the high sehool course of study." Study tUe subjeet. Use the book

as au aid, and as an index of the degree. of detail expected.

E-ý,;LISI COM.àPOS1ITjN.-
1 1 is not correct, a-, stated lu sone of the

provincial newspapers, that - Williains " ànd" ',eiler & Davis,'have been

prescribed for pupils inta f " Dalgeish" If a teacher forces a pupil

to obtain a copy of either " Williams' or IlKeiler & Davis," his act as a

teacher is wrong. The books ai~e recomniended as guides in inetbod to

the teacher. What is required is that the student should. have such a

practical knowledgre of English Composition as is indicated in the course

of study.-. -And it is the pract1 lcal knowledgre wvhich, wvil count ; but this

does not mean that a systematie nweg of the principies is not to

count souiethingr also.

READING AND Er.ocurioS-N.-The systein of writteu e.-aniination is

specially defective in the tendency it Uas to tempt dishonest teaehers to

neglect such subjeets as good readirng and speaking as well -as other

important subjects of every good course, lu the report of the Superin-~

tendent of Education for 1895, attention is called to the necessity of

m aki-ng the exaumination of ail such subjects a special function. of the

public examination and of the examnations by the trustees. But

as in niany quarters, even these inlfluences may fail to keep sucli

a teacher up to a' £air standard, Uc xviii henceforward be allowed

to recommeud no candidates to the provincial examiflation without


