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Meaujeu, the Victor at flraddoces Uceat.

The battie of' the Monong-ahela, as the Frettîch more properly
style the action fougflit bel --veeit the Englisbi and French iicar Fort
Duquesne on Ille 911i 3 ui3 , 1755, itas aiwvays been ands probabily
always wvill stanîd in our annals as flhadulock'ls Defeat. Tite victory
Io which thal gcncrai wvent so conlidentiy, Ille exicîti anîd equîp-
ment of bis arny, the fînest lever sent by Eligaîîd to Aimersen, Ilte
iiaugéhly sîîperioriîy of the regulars oVer Ille IproviiicialS, ail made
tlle terrible and sudden disaster a thing te link lfor lever wilb lise
stamue of tho lîapless géiîral ratlier lisait a, baille; ands national
prîde %vas flattered by an epitet thai perpetialiy pîtnislied tic
nuilty commander, paraded nus the scaffold of public opiniîon as

Îiyng lad been en a reat ansi.
The batile-fleld 61uh goes by the namo of Braddock'Is fielsd, and

wvitî Gerinuillown andi Gellysbcr' makesIl hcgrnbale
fields of tise Keystoiîe State. tp h lre ra ale

It is s;omewhant remarX-able tat, thougfh Braddock'a; expedslion
bas, within a fewv Years, been made tit subjecî of a monogra pi
constituting a statcly octave, so litile lias beeîî doute Io inves ig ae
lise Frechi accolints, or the lifte anid career ci the peily Frenchs
oficer who, willî a haidful of Canadian mihtia and hallirs, rotited
the finest Etiîgliih army ever sent beyond lise Atlantic Io asionisît
the provincials anîd aîmnihilato Ille Frenchi.

A littie voluteain Mi. Shea's Cramoisy sories ronlatrns ail the
French accounits of the baille, wviîh a briel meinoîr of tire French
Csommander, ',Ylose fimily still exist in Catndu, holding prominent
positions in tlle ,",overnmont of a provinîce devided front <'cîttîsyl-
vania by an imaginary line.

The generai levents are îvell knotvn. As part of the sciieme for

tlle conquest of Canada Braddock %as ta advaiîce wîth a consider-
able ariny frein Virginia oit Fort Duquesne, which dilrtpidated,
almoý;t usugarrîsoned, seemned a certain prize, and every preparation
tvas made tu celebrale avilis due exuberanceofn joy the uriumplî of
Britannie power.

M. de Crevecoeir, a CanadiLn officer, bail for sorte lime com-
rn.-n-ledl he fort, but liait belon reiieved by Daniel Hyacisith blaty
Lienard (le Bleaujeu, a Captaiti in Ille Marine!-, ail lin> land troops
in lte French colonies being of titis arm, as Canada and olher
îrailizatlaiîic pnssessions of Frarce depended on tire naval depart-
met, causîîîg incongruiltes flot %vilhout lteir parallel in our day
aiîd contry.1 Z

As Capînin Bleauîjeu feil in te action, noa official report wvas
apparently made, arid the accounts wvhtciî reached Quebec, aîîd
,aitici, inrwarded to France, formed te basis ai the accotînt prirîed
at the Louvre, speak, ittcorrectiy of Crevecoeur as commander of
Fort Duquesne, but tlle register krt by lthe chaplain of tise fort,
Friar Denis Baroni, a Fratici.ecan, whoe was one of the first Ie chant
lise service af Rome in tlîe (4Chapel of Our Lady's Assomption on
lthe l3eautiiul River,"> and a jouirnal of Mlr. Godefroy, an officer ia
tlie fort, and an accotint ai the %Var Departiment, concur in caliing
Mr. de Bleatujeu commandant oi thes fort aîîd of the forces there.

Beatujeu belongs to rite family of Ille Naval officier wliose disa-
greement %vith La Salle contributed Io the uniîappay result of that
explorer's attempt to reach the mouth of the Mýissiîssippi, and wvas
born at Monîreal, Amzgust 9, 1711 : his fatiter, also a caplain, hav-
ing boern for a lime King's Lieutenant at Tîîree Rivers.

Mis son Daniel hait von the cross of a Knight of Si. Louis, and
for a lime commandeti at Niagata. Wlten piaceti tempora riiy in
Fort Duîquesne lie saw that il coulti fot stand a siege. Extrava-
gance and corruption, sîîch as %ve knotw too %voit itad made the
fort a costly affair Io lte French king, without rendering it a for-
midable %vork Io an Eiiglish force. c

To await i3raddock'"s appronch %vas thierefore madriess, but Beau-
jeu, fail of the pride of a Frenci officer, resoived to attack the,
English General on lise avay, and ifpossiblo ambuscade the fine ci
bis mardi. Frota tite influence wbich, during a long service on
the froiîîîers, lio hall acquireti over lite Indian tribes, lie bail littia
doubt of his ability ta gatItler a considerable riomber around himn
for Ilte attempt. On te ftftb of June they hati iearned of Brad-
dock-'s departure fron Willes Creek, and as the month advanced
sinall raarlies broughlt lîitigs of bis approach. On the eighth of
iîîly the twvo brotîters de Normanville camne in with tidinQ-s that titi
eîîcmy %vcre only ciglîteen miles aff'.

%Viit Braddock ilhus, almost nt Ilte end ofîtis rnarcb, meeting
tio oppositiont, wvas doubiless cong-ratuiating, himnself on a bloodless,
vicier- andt a successfui campaign, Beaujeu wvas forming hîs last
plaît fo'r an aiîacic on llte invacier, resolved ta die on ibhe field rather
titan surretîder the fort. He now ca.lledtheowarchiefstoa couneil.
Despile Ilte influence svhich lie hall acquired by long years spcn:
in service with them, bo loundtihons reluctant. Thti notis of
English preparation, tho reports of scouts andi rurîners, Ilte expe.


