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THE OLD FAMILY CRADLE.

Laid in the garret, where dackness and dust
Are tho sole wurdens of mauy u trust,
Silently standing amid its compeers,

Motley mementots of many score years,
Shapeless und homely, u cust-nside thing,
Thus the old family cradle I sing.

Once with vermillion its coating was gay,
Now all its brighness is fuded away ;

Worn is the paint from the sides and the head,
There no soft coverlid longer is spread,

And the stift'sockers creak over the floo

Like o theumatic, limb-weary and sore.

Yet therc are thoughts full of goodness and grace
Brighteniug with beauty the homeliest face 3—
Speak to us now of the years that are fled,
Changed ure the living and peaceful the dead
What are thy memories mournful and glad,
Family historics. mirthful or sad 7

Ouce a young mother bent over thy side,
Fair. as a maiden, and blest, as a Uride,
There were warm kisses and tears of delight,
Anpd the Kind angels looked pleased at the sight. c
While the old cradle rocked gently away
Seeming in musical murmurs to say,

‘- To and fro, to and fro, litle one, sleep,—
Angels their watch o'er thy cradle shall keep:
To and {ro, to aud fro, thus us we rock,
Softly and solemnly ticketh the clock,

And the swift moments, while hurrying by,
Lullaby, lullaby, sing as they fiy.?

But the light momeats bear years on their wings,—
Sumumer and Autum and Winter and Sgring
Quickly succeeding, pass qunickly away,

And the young parents are carcworn and gray.
Children ure gathered by table and fire,

Blessing and honor to mother and sire.

Still the old cradle rocks steadily there,
Still there nre treasures 10 trust to its care.
He who its pillow in infancy prest,

Soothed by the song of & mother, to rest,
Now in his tanhood stands proud at its sile
Watching the sleeper with fatherly pride.
And the old cradle as lovingly stil)

Guards like n casket its jewel from ill.

Gone arc the aged ones now to repose,

Sleep which nor dreaming nor weariness knows,~
Gone are the children who grew by ticir side
Fur from the home of their childhwod and wide.
And the old tradle, forsaken, foslorn,

To its long rest in the garret is borae,

Yet not forever its uscfuluess o'er,

In age it is sunumoned to service once more.

Auvother new-comer, bewildered, astray,

Would sleep in thy bosom its troubles away.

But alas for the love that its sorrows would share,
Alas! for the censcless nod weariless care,

A guardian sterner is sought in thy room,

And the sleep of the cradle exchanged for the tomb.

Rest, then, 01d friend, in a quict profound,

Strred not or startled by mmovement or sound.

Or if the wind, with its deep, mournful sigh,

Bring to thee memories long siuce gone by,

Softly as one who may murmur in sleep,

Rock in thy dreams, and thy solitude Keep, J. K. L.
—Massuchusells Teacker.

SCIENCE.

The Mctals 1 Canad:a. (1)
LEAD.

The Geological Suzvey report the oceurrence of lead in many
localitics in Canada. The following extracts from Sir William

(1) Abridged from Messrs. Wilson and Robl's wark, *f The Metalsin
Ganada,” {Montreal, 1861,) by the Journal of the Board of Jirls ond Ma-
aufuactures for Upper Canoda.

Logan’s Reports of Progress will conelusively show to any one at
all acquainted with the subject, that rich and persistent deposits of
lead may be looked for in the townships of Bedford and Lansdowae,
counties of Frentenue and Leeds,

In the Report for 1858, pp. 48-50, he says under the head :

¢ Galene.—This ore of lead is another of the minerals that are
to be looked for in connection with the limestones of the Lauren-
tian series, but it is not yet determined whether it specially char-
acterises one or more of the bands. None of it was met with in
the caleareons exposures in the district of the Ronge; but 1 have
been infonmed that several veins holding galena have recently
Leen discovered in the township of Bedford, not very far removed
from those lodes which have already been discovered by Mr. Mue-
ray, in the twenty-first lot; and near the line between the eighteen
and nineteen lots of the eight range of the township.”

In the Report for 1851-52, Mr. Murray makes meation ot the
occurrence, in the secoud lot of the eighth range of Lansdowne, of
a vein of heavy-spar and cale-spar culting rocks of the Laurentian
serics, and holding disseminated crystals of galena, which hud
been unsuccessfully tried as a lead mine. Subsequently to his
visit 10 the lacality, a lode was .discovered on the third lot of the
same range, from which specimens were obtained in 1855 for the
Paris Exhibition.

A trial haft was sunk oa it to the depth, it was said, of fifty feet,
and a sufficient quantity of ore obtained to pay the expenses of
sinking. The specimens showed a thickness of between two and
three inches of pure galena, associnted with cale-spar. It was
said that other iodes existed in the ueighbourhood, but their posi-
tion was kept secret.

¢« The bearings given by Mr. Murray to the three lodes exam-
ined by him in Bedford are N. 15 W,, N. 32 W,, and N. 85 V.,
the last being the course of the lode traced amd tested farthest.
The distance between the Bedford and Lansdowne lodes is not
much over twemy miles ; and considering the differences that may
be allowed for the gentle windings which usnally exist in ‘the
courses of metalliferous veins, it appears not at all improliable
that the lodes of the 1wo localitics may be identical or belong to
one group, the bearing of the two positions being about N. 681,
and S. 68 E. of one another. 1If a line from the Bediord to the
Lansdowne lodes were continued twenty-five miles farther, it
wounld cross the Si. Lawrence and strike Rossie in Lawrence
County New York: where a group of well known veins of lead ore
exists, some of which, though just now abaadoned, are not sup-
posed tv be exhausted, and two of which are known at one period
to have yieldeil a great quantity of ore.

“The rock cut by the lodes at Rossie is of the Laurentian
series 3 but a line between Rossie and Lansdowne would intersect
the outcrop of the Potsdam sandstone, which livs between Rossie
and the St. Lawrence. It has been ascertained that o vein of lead
ore cuts through this sandstone at Redwood, which would not be
far from the position of the line to Lansdowne. It is thus not im-
probiable that there is a group of lead ores rununing from Rossie to
Bedlord, auwd this meitailiferous line appears well worthy the
atiention of explorers in search of lead ores. The dislocaiions in
which the lodes exist are of course thus proved to be of more recent
age than the Potsdam sandstone, but this by no means cstablishes
that the older rock tnay not be the source of the metal.”

Ramsay Lead Mine.—In 1853, Mr. Richardson ascertained the

: existence of a vein of galena on the third lot of the sixih range of

Ramsay, in the county of Lanatk.  The rock which the vein inter-
secls is an_ arenaceous limestone, the fossils of wlich prove itto
belong to that division of the Lower Silunian scries kiown as the
Calciferous sandrock. Mining operations have been prosecuted
with some success, and have establshed beyond 2 doubt the ime-
portaut facts that the galena ocenrs in true veins which may be
depended on for persisiance iu depth, and that its quality is most
excellent, producing cighty per cent. of metallic lead. ¢ There
appear,®? says Sir William Lagan, ¢ to be indications of other loiles
with nearly the saume bearing as the one opened at Ramsay, not
far removed from i1, and it may belong to a group which, running
paralfel with the Bedford and Rossie gronp, would be about fony
miies from it to the torth-cast.®? (1) :
Sir William in 1848 discovered traces of galena at Bay St Paul,
on the noith bank of the St. Lawreice, about 90 miles below Que-
bec.  Although in anwarkable quantity, the mode of occarrence of
the ore gave ummistakeable evidence of its dbeing in a true vein;
and, from the well known valuable characteristics of such deposits,
this circumstance invests the discovery with soma importauce.
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(1) Report of Progress for 1838, page 51.
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