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B. Asiaric Iivision.
. Sanskrit,Cingalese, Hin-
1. Andzan. { du, Gypsy.

sian.

IIL

We have twentysix signs in the
aplaabet, butas ¢, 7, x, 7, and y are
reduandant  we have only signs for
twenty-one sounds. There are forty-
two eermentary sounds in one language
Tence we should have forty-two signs.

Tlese sounds, classified, are the
fdllovwing 1z simple vowel sounds :

4 of @—fall, father, fate, fat.

2 of e—led, feel.

1 of /—tin.

3 of p—not, note, cool.

5 of e—full, but.

2 sernivowels—w (wet) and y (yet).
4 liquds—I, m, n, r.
=6 nautes and semi-mutes—p, v 5 f v;

t, d; th{thm), th (thine; k, g3 s, z;

sh . z (Azure); ch. j.
4 Mhas—r 1n work

ng in song
hinhot
wh in why.*
4 Diphth ongs—ouin house; eu in feud;
1ir3 pine,and ol in voice.
T otal, 42-

8. Zranzzan. i

1v.

Lilke most alphabets ours came
oxigirzally frorn the old Pheenician, and
‘tFaat  probably from a .more remote
switern of hieroglyphics. But we get
it thzough Jdifflerent channels which
paully” accounts for our eccentricity in
speling  These channelsare Hébrew,
G-reeks, Latin, Anglo-Saxon, French,
al1 sabstantially one but differing in
taesigns for sounds peculiar to each.
T3ws Greck omitted 7, f, and ch, but
acld fi-ve new ones. .

The Latiz bLorrowed it from the
Gxreck—- and omiitted x, z, 0 and k, but
afeenv=ards added z and placed it last.

The Frenck s Latin.

The AmngloSaxon resembled the
Greek  in sound but the signs were

Zeund. Cuneiform, Per-
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taken from TLatin with omissions and
additions, j, q and z are left out, ¢ was
hard, ce==ch and g=—y.

Cld Lnglish as to 1ts sounds is taken
from the Anglo-Saxon, but as to its
signs from Norman French, 7.e., Latin.

The order of the alphabet in all the
languages is the same, hence they are
sometimes called the adcdonian alpha-
bets in contradistinction to the Runic
alphabet which from its order is calied
the Futhork.

The following has been suggested
as the reason for the order of our
alphabet, viz: The alphabet consisted
originally of sixteen letters, and of
these a, e, o were the chief vowels
¢ach of which was followed by a
labial, palatal and lingual, thus:

Vowel, Labial. Palatal. Lingual.
A B C D
E F GorH Db
(I L M N
O P K T.

v

The definitions of the different parts
of speech are given with sufficient
accuracy by most of our text books on
grammar, In giving a definition we
should see that we indicate the chief
functionof the particular part of speech
by a sufficient number of particulars
lo separate it from any other part.

The articles (for there are two of
them) could not be made into one
separate part of speech, for they per-
form essentially different duties, but as
the functions of both come within the
province of the adjective there is no
need to consider them as anything else
than adjectives, zz as a quantitive
adjective (it is really the word oze),
and t4e asa distinctive adjective, being
demonstrative in meaning and origin.

VI
_ T'his may be got from any book, but
in making a classification we should
endeavor to be logical and exhaustive.

VIIL
In Anglo-Saxon nouns were com-




