The present Crisis, and its Dutles.

be equitably distributed, according |
to the respective claims  which |
cach may make upon hLis regard. |
He loves his country, then, as the .
place where he can most success- !
fully exert his influence, and the in- |
habitants of it as those with whom, in |
the nature of' things, he can most cor- |
dially co-operate. His preference is
the nccessary consequence of his .
limited ageney, and hissocial feelings;
and it is cherished not from inter- ;
ested motives alone, but also from ;
those of benevolence and patriotism. |
When danger threatens his coun-
try, he prepares for its defence: not !
I

wishing to injure others, his desire is
not to retaliate, but to defend from
aggression the sphere of his own
activity, the scenes of his own enjoy- !
ment, and the interests of his friends
and fellow-citizens.  This is no more
inconsistent with Clristian philan- i
thropy, than the punishment, by the
civil magistrate, of those who disturb
the public peace, or invade the rights
of others in the same community. In
such a condition have the loyal in-
habitants of this Province been re- !
cently placed; their exertions have |
been imperatively called for by the
unusual state of things among us; |
they have been compelled to unite
for the common good, for the preser-
vation of all that is dear to a peace-
able and loyal people; aud whether ;
they have been preparing, and stand
ready, to repel aggression or to put
down revolt, they have been equally
evgaged in the performance of a
duty.

Every one whose heart is not en-
cased i utter selfishness will feel
himszelf ealled upon to do what he can
for the preservation of the common '
safety, and will respond to the call:
with conscientious alacrity.  But’
there is danger lest this new state of
things should interfere too much with |
ordinary occupations, and heget a'
taste and induce a habit at variance |
with domestic, and common, and ?

W7

every day duties, which are the chief
support of a state, and indeed essen-
tial to its stability.  To this danger
the lively and ardent minds of the

I young are more especially exposed,

and hence the necessity of caution
on their part, lest the military spirit
should, by insensible or more obvious
eneroachments, displace the senti-
ments and habits of more uiet times.
It this caution be neglected, a return
to peaceful oceupations will be ren-
dered more diffienlt, i’ not impracti-
cable, when the danger shall be over,
and the daily event  t life again flow
in their accustomed  1annel.

It is incumbent upon Christians, at
the present crisis, to exercise caution

“on many'accounts, some others of

which we proceed to notice. The time
occupied in military exercises will

. sometimes interfere with religious

duties, withattendance on the means ot
grace, withdomestic worship,andeven
with private devotion, Care should be
taken, therefore, that these interrup-

* tious occur as seldom as possible, apd
. such arrangementsmade asto counter-

act the evils artsing frem them, if
they cannot be altogether prevented.
The head of a Christian household
should be at least as much alive to
the spiritual claims of his own soul,
and of those who are placed under his
care, as to the secular claims of him-
self and his country, and should take
care to keep alive the flame upon the
family altar.

But not only the time employed,
the very nature and character of the
accupation itself, must bave an un-
friendly influence upon him who does
not intend to make it the business of
his life. The thonghts suggested,
and the feelings excited, by it, require
an eftort to give them a right direc-
tion, and keep them within proper
limits. Indeed, the strong impression
which the present state of the country
makes upen us all, whether engaged
in active preparation or not, has a
strong tendency to divert the mind



