
132 Is lthe .Prelatical Bis/top a Chîistian Minister ?

ne]. IlThe Protestant religion," said they, , doth flot teach us to re-
xiounce baptisrn received ini the Churcli of Romne; neither is a Papist.
iNhen converted Protestant, rebaptized. Nor doth it teach us simply end
absolutely ta renounce ordination ; but it deals with it as the Jews were
ta witi~ a captive maid, wheni they had a mind ta marry her : they miust
shave ber head, and pair her nails, and put the raiment of hier cap-
tivjtv off ber, and then takae ber ta ivife." (Jus Divinum .7Ministerii,

pp. 32-42.>
Ali this i very true, se far as the làcts and the conclusions ore con-

cerned ; but we beg to differ fromn the principles on which théy vindicated
their ordination. %Ve conceive that they yieided tau much, when they
acknowlIedged the validity of Roaiish and prelatical orders ; and that it is
flot at ail necessary for upliolding the lawfulness of Presbyterial ordina-
tion, to concede that the prelatical bishop is a presbyter. We are prepared
ta deny that such a bishop is a presbyter at ail], and maintain that lie is no
frua mnister ia the holy Church of Jesus Christ. .

In thus carrying the ivar into the enemny's camp, we'hope ta be able te
show that ire are far frora being guided by the spirit of modemn Puseyismn,
aind that we bave neither adopted its princ.,iles, nur exposed ourselve-i ta
ba justly charged with ils absurd and unchristian conclusions. And it
xnay be proper to prernise, t hat ire du flot now enter into the controversy
between Prelacy and Presbytery-that %ve assume the Presbyteriaa pas-
tor to lie a minister of Christ, and have therefore ta do, flot su much with
the Prelatist vvhu denies aur orders, as ivitli the Presbyterian vvhu alloirs
the orders of the Prelatist. The Scripture presbyter, then, we tahke te
'be one irbo is qualified and ealled, according tu the Word of God, te dis-
pense the ordinances of the gospel, and to rule the Church, in cominon
vrith, and in subordination to, bis bretbren ia the sae office. If this be
a true definition af a Christian pastor. ire cannot sea that the
prelate or bishop of modemn times can with any justice dlaim, the charac-
ter, or wilh any propriety be regarded as possessing it. Not contented
wîîh teaching and ruling, according ta Christ's appointment, in concert
wvith, and subordination te, bis brother presbyters, the bisbop, as ho is
called, claims a lordly power over tbem, and assumes to hiraseif. in vii'-
tue of his office, the sole pnwver of gaverninent and jurisdiction. Noir, in
the first place, such an office is rrbolly unknown in the bouse of Gad ; it
is one of purely human invention ; it lies beyond the range of divine insti-
tutes, and takes ils place under the category of eartFly things. The pres-
byter, therefore. whu becomnes a prelate. forfeits, ipâo. zcto, his official
standing in the Cburch of Cheist ; and the net by .which he doas se, is
ilot a consecration, eut a desecration. He bas wandereed from his sphere;
ha fia longer occupies a place in the solar systemi of rerelation. Like the
angels, of whom Jude speaks, -4 irbo kzept flot their first esinte, but left
their own hab:a:tion," ha has quitted the station wbich tbe Lord of the
Church recognizes, and bas got into another ivbich He 48neither coin-
rnanded, neither vet did it corne into his mind ;" and bis room, being thus
]eft vacant, as that of Judas iras wben ha da went te bis place," another
meust lie appointed to fill it Up.

It wii] not avail bere ta say, flint the bishop stili continues ta prench
and ta mule, and that these being presbyterial nets. ha may still be re-
garded as a pr-esbyter. His offence lies ia bis presuming ta teacb and
rule pdIcjor aver the beade ai bis brcthren, and that ex pio ;
aind irbat vie say is, tbat there is fia such order office in tbe Church
of Christ as that af a prelatical bishop. It is in fact, sa fer ns Christ
and tho gospel Chureli are conccmned, a nonentity. The Christian pas-
tor derives bis existence as a pastor, as veil as bis naine, from the re-


