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650 THE YEAR 1895 IN JAPAN. [Septemtier

take, and that the Jessons learned have not Deen superficial.  There is a
consciousness of strength, and an attitude born of the knowledge that
Japan has merited the recognition so generally given it.

It turns with ecarnestness to the works of peace. Tt knows that evey
militaty prowess’in our day rests on wealth. It would prove itself als,
great in agriculture, commeree, and the commonplace business of every day,

The war has united the nation. For a year factional political strife

: has ceased. All have supported the govermment. There have lLeen na
I dissentients. This is the more remarkable, as nowhere has party strife
: been more bitter or more unreasoning., Since peace was made there is
cvidence that the better counsel is to prevail, and that the nation will seek
more calmly and unitedly its constitutional development.

Tue New Sitvartiox Anroan.—Abroad the situation is threatenina,
Victory may be only a prelude to another and more serious conflict. Iy
Korea Japan has a task of the last importance, but of the gravest diff.
culty. Japan fought that Korea might be independent ; but Korea eay
be independent only as it is worthy of freedom. It is surrounded with
enemies, and must be strong if it is to remain a nation.  But it hasne
an clement of strength. It is poor, ignorant, misgove~wai, corrapt.  The
government is a confused centre of discord and intrigue. Tt necds refus-
mation root and branch, but the very leaders who are pledzxed to refumy
and the new régime plot and scheme and seek their personal advantare.
Korea needs regencratior.  Can Japan give that?  And over against Jajan
stands Russia, hostile, watchful, greedy. England in Egypt had a light
task in comparison.

Formosa, too, has difficultics and dangers only less than Korea's, Jf
Japan succeeds, it will prove itsclf worthy of a place among the very fine,
Tt needs the qualities England only has shown. It will be sharply judecl,
and by critics who will find their own gain in Japanese failures.

In sccking such unmeasurcd respounsibilities and duties Japan ha
entered upon a new phase of national beit x. It will need every poweri
it is to maintain itself. One doubts, but the hislory of the twenly veas
past has been a history of the trinmphant silencing of such doubis

Tue Cnrren.—It 3s not surprising that the gaiu in converts has e
small. Tublic attention has been fully occupied with other things: ot
has there been much progress made.

The Church has proved its loyalty.  Strange that it was donbiel. Bs
Christianity has been held a forcign religion, something of the awi
prejudice has remained, and the uncompromising teaching of the itk
making Christ Lord has been thought inconsistent with whale-liearied sde-
dicnce to an carthly sovercign.  The war has been more cfficient in dige o
ling this charge than countless booksand sermons.  Persuade] that the war 1
was *“ righteous,” none has been more sclf-sacrificing and patriotic than te
Clristian.  They have been wanting in no duty which pertains b god
citizenship, and their conduet has beenmarked and approved in high quaries




