12531 A ROMANCE OF MIODERN :lISSIONS. 453

Qlarke to learn the facts. Genera! Clarke wrote back, ‘It is true.
Thet was the only object of their visit, and it failed.” It will interest
you cnd 2dd to the romance to learn that Catlia, without knowing that
these two Indians were to be historic, yet enriched his gallery with
their portraits, which are numbaered 207 and 208 iz his Collection.
After leaving Catlin one more of the Indians died on the journey
home, and only one returned to announce to the great Council the
death of his companions and that the white man refused them the
Book. The tribe was embittered and gave up all hope of help from
the white man’s God. So when our missionaries at last found these In-
dians, they received no welcome from them. Worse still, the tribe was
small and their location poor. So that if their invincible prejudices
could bo overcome they offered a very limited field for missionary labor.
At first the Liees were discouraged. The whole movement seemed a
miserable, methodistic fiasco, in which zeal had outrun knowledge.

Did you ever think that the Bible says nothing about Paul finding in
Macedoaia tha same man who appeared to him in his vision? But
Paul found Macedonian heather in abundance, and thus conclvded
thet he had & mission. So Jason Lee found Indian heathen in abund-
ance in the Willamette valley and some members of the Hudson
Bay Company who had never heard the gospel. So, nothing daunted,
he concluded he was sent of God, and prepared to stay. He
estoblished a Manual Labor School for the Indian children and began
to teach the Indians Christianity and civilization. Now see how God
was in this movement—how He aimed at and accomplished through
thesa missionaries a far greater work than they had ever dreamed of !
It was really the battle between the school-house and the Bible on the
one side and the steel-trap and the rifle on the other, between American
seif-government and British domination, between Protestantism and
Romen Catholicism upon the western coast, that these missionaries
were sent to Oregon to help fight out. Nay, it was even the battle
between freedom and slaveryin our Republic which they providentially
helped to settle. You remember that by an agreement between the
United States and Great Britain, made in 1818 and renewed in 1827,
the western boundary between Canada and our Republic was left unde-
termined. The territory remained open to settlers from both nations.
Under this arrangement the Hudson Bay Fur Company, which out-
numbered by far all other whites upon the coast, laid eclzim, under
an English charter, to the territory. It broke down in succession
eloven fur companies which the Americans organized; it drove from
the country & man of the indomitable zeal and cnterprise of John
Jocob Astor ; and its Governor, Sir George Simpson, practically exer-
tised control over the whole territory north of California and west of
the Rocky Mountains. But the Hudson Bay Company found motives
loftier thon money making and perseverance surpassing thaé of the



