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if we may not say, the most effective, college of Christian teachers in thlis
oe,(ntury that the wei'ld has yet produced.

Glance at the one million of voluintary Sunday-school teachers, bending
over the pages of the Bible with the immediate object of bringing its Sacred
truths jute contact wvith fifteen million pupils. Grant thia'bit miay bc rightfuîîy
claimed that, without f lie.tIe~ologicai seminary and the ordained mlnîstryV
as this country enjoys them, the wvorld wvouldsink baek into unbelief, infidel.
ity and barbarisin. Stili, -%ve niaintain, that without this spiritual lîost, tîî0
home and foreign iiissionary societies ceuld not maintain theirpresent stand.
ard, înuch less furnish a ministry crnmensurate wvith the wvants of the race.

But perhaps wve shorild more clearly present the intrinsie value of thlis
movenient by enuinerating the increase in the inissionary societies it lias
begotten since its influence lias begun to be felt. At the beginning cf tUic
century tliere were seven niswnary societies; flow there are 147, niot to
counit miany of the. sialler eues.

But the reader is ready to inquire, Have net other causes beside thje Sun_
day-school produced ail this?

As we have admitted above, other centuries have liad Bible teachiing, mnore
or less effective in given localities; but miay -%ve not justly dlaim thiat thlere
lias been ne such uniforni prog ression -as thu~.t wvhich we now behiold, and
which vie attribute te the institution wvhose resuits wve are here revieiwing.
Holland, Germany, Sweden-in short, ail the countries of Europe-hiave liad
more or less cf a preachied gospel; but, u.itil the latter part of this century,
it may be doubted, if net disbelieved, that there lias been any ascertainable
ratio of progress. This wvas not from the wvant of general intelligence, nor
even adequate civilization, but frei a want of zeal producce.' by efrIcient lay
teàching.

But if wve contrast more specifically the moral condition of Englaîîd and
America in the year 1800 with their presenit condition, and state tuie chiange
which, if righitly claimed, have been the fruit of the Sunday-schiool, wve slial
have befere us thie grounds of encouragement, whichi wil1 net only enable us
te anticipate wvhat tlue Sunday-scheol is yet te be, both iii its hiome an(' for-
eign wvork, but aise thue hielp that it shial give te every other religiouis enter-
prise wvhich shall bless the future cf our race.

While at the demand cf the Sunday-school cemmunity, England organizeil
ber British and Foreigu Bible Society for the supply cf Suuday-schools wvitji
Bibles, she lias taken iii turn soine cf our Sunday-schoel improvernents and
adopted our public scliool systenu, and, in general, the iniproverne.t in lîir
institutions lias been little less than our ewn; wve shail onîy have space to
chrouicle the noble iuventory applicable te our own countr'y.

XVe have takzen tlîe accumulated corrupt populations cf the old worlcl and
made cf themn a countr'y that, morally, will favorably compare, if we niay
ùot say-,, greatly transcend, any countr-y in the wverld. We have peopled a
territery equal ln extent, and nearly equal in population, te any othier civil-
ized'country, and elevated it inte a f ree Republie, with institutions cf learn-
ing equal, if net superier, te any other on tlie globe. We have transplantcd
the seedlings cf liberty frein oui' Eastern border on tlie Atlantic te tlie Pa(ýifie
siepe, and there placed the Sunday-scheol, tlie State, fer the eccuýaîîcy of
future millions. Our Sunday-schools have originated seventy-five per cent.
of the chui'ches in the Western States, thiere te develop and guarantee thie
future )ei'petuity cf our nation. In tite heour cf trial these Western States
sent tlîe force necessary te lielp) the East lu wvorking out the probleni cf die
freedom cf more than four' millions of slaves.
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