
Sermon.

10. The punishment of the vickc'i is as certain as the preservatien
and happiness of the rigbteous. "Ilie wiIl gather the whcat into
bis gyarner, but ho wili burn up the chaif with unquenchable fire."
Though judgment is flot inYstantly exeuted upen the evil doer, it is
no less certain. For "6one day is with th-. Lord as a thousand years
and a thousand years as one day. The justice of God requires it,
and bis taithfuiness bias assured udtbat it wvill tako place, Math. xxv
46; 2nd Thes. i. 6-9. It is necesary for the vindication of lis moral
governiflent. It often happons in the presont life that the wicked
enjey more prospcrity and hiappiDess thian the godly. But though
tbcýy flourishi and prosper for a while, and oxjoy ail the biessings of
the world in abundance; yet the day cornes iwhich shall burn as an
ovon upen them. Then tha reproaches and aspoi siens cast upon
Christ, bis interest and bis people, xviiI bo fui.ly wipcd away. lie
bas given commandmient te bis servants te say te the rigliteous it
shaHl be iveil with him, and at the samie tirne te say te the wickied it,
shall be iii -with hlm l'or hoe shall recoive the reward of bis doinga.-
This is worth the attention of grospel hearers. la the pnnishment of
the -wickod certain? willilho indeed humn up the chaiff? Tho-n lot
those whe trampie upon bis iaw romeinher tbat tb ougli punishment
is net speodily executed upen an evii -work, it is ne bass certain; for
God himscif shail cerne te, judgment, a fire shall wasto before him
and buriu up bis enemies, and a furious tempost shall compass hlmi
about which shall fail witb pain upon the head of the wicked. IRe-
niember that wh.n the whcat is gathcred inte the gamner, the chaif
is committed te the fire.

Il. The destruetion of the enoraies ef God is without romedy.-
ifHo -,uil hurn up the dhaif with unquenchable fire." Though hand
join in iand tho wicked shall net ho unpunishicd. They are often bo
streng and pewerful in this world as te elude the stroke of justice,
and prevent its being executed upon their cvii deeds by feliow-men,
but they cannet escape the righteous judgmont ef God. When bis
band takes hold of vengeance, thon ail bands shail wax feeble,
the strong shall bo as tow, and al] their device te sa-ç e theraselves
will bc of ne avail. Their -work will be as a âpark, aýnd the%&
shahl burn together and none shall quendli thor, lie wiil hum ujË
the chaif '-yth unquenchabie fire. The hanguage is highly figurativ,
and points ont the irretrievabie, ruin of the-wicked. The tende r paiàiý
ent wiii flot be able te prevont, the destruction of bis enly child; andit
the efforts of the dutiful ehiid te savo bis parents will be equally
vain. The affectionate husbancl cannot prevail in hehiaif of the fiiend
of bis bosom. Tihe current of justice cannet be stopped; for judg.
ment wili run ike a stream, and righteusness liko a flewing brook.
As none eau provent their destruction, se shall it nover cerne te au
en d; it is bore represented as unquenchabte fire. "'Their worm. dietb
net, and their fir. is net quenchod."

lEence three things dcuervo our attention. 1. The eternity of the
duratien of the punishment of God's enemios; 2. The angu-..h and
pain -%vhieh they feel; and 3. The unspoakable loss which they sus-
tain. Let the voiuptuary thon think at what expence he ia purchag.
ing a short and inementary pheasure, and lot the wicked forsako bis
way and sin ne more.


