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WHILST al labor is worthy oet ispect, literary
pursuits bave a dignity possessed by no other.
One reason fcpr this. distinction lies in the fact
that thecmind is in its nature and functions nobler
than, the body. Mie who swings a tammer or
drives a plane does an honorable thingy; but hoe
who by diu.t of tireless energy and unwearied
concentration of thouglit, multilies human power
and adds te the world's ktioledge achieves
sornething grander and more enduring. le who
sets a golden thouglît rolling doivn the ages is
the source of' truer benefits to the race and wins-
a nober i-.tumph than hie who heads the illustri-
ons peerage of' humaii muscle. le who cim-
munes daily with the master spirits eof the past
a-ad present, and whoszý intellect is trained by
poundi discpline, enlarged by careftil study, and
enriched froin the exhaustiess treasuries of Liter-
attire, lives on a higlier level, and breatiies a
purer, more invigeratingy atuiosphere than the
denizer eof commercial .retreats. Boneath and
ail around hoe sees the busy hiautîts eof men, the
strife for power, the flash unad glare eof gela; on
lus awakenedl err like- gentie waves at sunset
breaks the distant murinur. The scene paints on
the retina eof the spirit lessons, sage thougli sad
and mourufùl. Above and1 over him streteli
God's beauteous heavens speàking in a known
but unwritten language. It is bis toeclimb the
towering xiount; of contemplation when sleep
sheds gratefuil repose upon lirnbs weary eof the
'work of' counting-room and shop, and whilst the
cool niglit breezes eof inspiration fin his brow, to
comunune wlti- silence and ivith self. le inay
sec, but lie heeds not thie phantom forina that
gide with bewitching rnystery before 1he r'estless
eye, and lure many into shades whence they neyer
return. ' Me gazes into the depths eof things.
1Thp, gaudy trappiligs of exterior show have for
him no fascination. The revelings eof gay society
secin te his cùltured task littie botter than the
meaningless antics of' idiocy. Ne-ver does lie
afp the poisoned waters that flow on cvery
baud, for hoe quaifs from a fount supplied by
perennial streains of crystal purity. 'Crue intel-
lect and lofty refinement do net always dwell
together. The most sinister motives may rule in
abreast where glows the fire of geninis. A capa-
cous well-filed bràin inay be under the debasing
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sway of a corrupE heart. EIow oflen. do wo sec
lofty mental endowinente conjoilned Wit.li loir
moral airns. Byron was a man or brilliùant parts
and a groveling sensualist. TâXe vast heiglit te
which he rose only revealed the awfrul depth te
te wihidi lie saiuk. The pursuit of so'înd learning
is the higliet enployment knowvn te mnan. AVis-
don>.Js pxicclcss. It and it alonie can cclnfer
lastiug dignity. À. fine establishmnent may sur-
round a man wiith a dazzling glitter tlîat makiea
1dm respectable in thie opinion of the vulgar loerd.
but whidh cannot. win the esteemn of the truly
cultured. __1levcr was knowvledge at sudla proin-
mum asat flicpresent. TIc shades of nigyht are
fleeing away. A million long-worn fetters are
breaklug frei humanl xniuds and leaving thera
free te engage xintrainmaeled in the ennobling
pursuit eof truth. The chanrels of' genc.ral
thought; are widening and cleepcning. Hleurts
beat more intelligenitly and se more fecelingly.
Complete national isolation ta ne longer possible.
" The hands of' human brotherliood are clasped.
béneath the sea." Prodigieus strides in many
clopartinents are th'le order of' this grand epor.
Îhe migyhty enginery of tlic pi'ess is shooting the
liglit of' secular knowledge around the globe.
Intellect and net brute force is now recogndzed
as the highest type ot' power. The natural ouf-
growth eof ahl this is a marvellous iincrease in the

demads o theage.A liberal education fs
to-day as valuable te a young jnani as a fortune,
and aside frein ail nmere pecuniary interests it is
an ixrnjerishable crown. The study eof Science,
Philosophy and Art nmot only elevates and enno-
bles, but develops. It bas a band thal, moulds
the rougli features -eof the untutored .- lud into
forms chaste and. beautiful. It lea(15 into the
noblest wallrs eof lifo, and points with a radiant
finger..to prospects boundless in expapiie, grand
in their sublimuity, exhaustiess in realth.

The yeuth 'ivhose setlcd object is to, master
the broad questions that thrust thernselves upon
lis notice has a task that will severely test every
cîuergy eof his three-fold beijng. It is bis te we!gh
contlictingy arguments, to -analyze altnost hopel-ss
coMplications, te lay bare hiddem t'allacLs-. }-Ie
who investigates truth iu any ef its varied forms
digs in a mine of' riche.3t velu, but blows on
blows with giant force alone can break~ tbeMPre
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