
LEPTIrANDEDNESS.

among tho anthrepoid apes; and the occasional, occurrence of left-
handeditess should lie casily accounted for. If, on the other band, it
bas ita enigin in a habit engenderecd by enfoeed usage restdtingfrom
combined action, Ms in the rcaping field, at tho oar, at the forge, or
in concerted military action, this involves enIy the concurrent use
of either bnnd; and it ned no more surprise us te find lefthanded
races, than te observe that our usage iu writing frein. left te right
reverses that of ancient semitie nations. On tho latter assumption
indeed it woutld stems oppesed te all probabilîty that, alike in the OId,
and the New World, nations living apart, in utter ignorance of each
other, should ho found uniformly manifesting a preferenco for the
sanie band. But no example of a lefthanded race is known, unless a
vague reforence, previously quoted froin Stobreiîs can ho accepted i u
proof of it; while the preferential use of oe band, long anterior to
any historical evidence of righIthandedness, is proved by ternis for
riglit and lcft band occurring in the vocabularies alike of ancient
civilized nations, and ef untutored savages, such as those of New
Zealand, Polynesia, and Australia; as well as among the rudest
tribes of the New World. It only remains te determine whether iu
overy case the so-cailed right baud bas been the member of that side
of the body te which we apply the term. If the superderity of oe
hand ever tho other is ne more titan the resuit of acquired habit,
consequelit on the necessity for uniform action ln mny cembi-aed
open tiens, thon it la inconceivable that among races iselatcd, aud
witheut iutercourse threughout the historie peried, as in the Pacifie
Isiuds, Australia, and America, ail should have chancedl te adopt the
saine band. But if, on the centrary, the dexterity of the right band1
is depepdent on erganic causes comuon, te mnan, then the exceptional
andt abnorinal charatetr rif lt-ftliandedness liecomes obvious. Rente
the desiniblessm of observiug the manifestations of any preferential
use of ene or the other biand among saivage races. The Maories of
New Zeala-ad, as already noted, manifest a prevaleut rightbanded-
iieas, especially la the use of the musket in their wvar dances. The
uiuskct, it has te ho borne la remixabrance, la purposely conistructcd
for a nxightbandlet peoplIe; ana hence, as a rgthde stu n,

it would have suffced te determine the bias, axneng any people
previously using either band indiffereutly; but the Maori tongue
proves9 the existence of a native right-hndedness aitogetiier prier teý
Europçan. intercourse; and the zaine.appears te ho characteristie of


