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We 'planted oui potatoca in swarthl or grass land
whbch' had been top-dretssed haut soring,"a'td we
bave scarcely any rot in the crop, but they are
not yet takeit. up.' Though, we baàve Iteard fiiany
reporte of the great injury doue to, wbeat by
sprouting while harvesting, we trust it is not so
bad as it la repiesiented. We eut and liarveste]
our wvheat, ln September, without any injury to
the crop, in 'the average weather of the îîîonth,
ahd'wè know other farsiers that. have been able
to do the smre.

Cote St. Paul, Octobei 2, 184.5.

ONý T RE PREVENT ION 0F CURL AND DRY-
,ROT IN POTATOES.

It would bedoing. injustice te thc tlieory before statoi],
if it. wereýsent hardi to tie. public without a brbef notice of
nmre of tieobjections wlîich at once ccur te those con.
vemnît;with the mubject. The first.I shall tiliude -to -is
that ie management of seo] potatocs duriag the wintcr,
the mode of planting, an] more ospecially thc nature of
the season aller planting, éxéarclues a decide ein ufluence in
mudifying or increuaa.ingthe potato lailure;. which, at firat

sighit seenus Iardly roconcileable wvih the supposition that
suchfaureus depndont on the degree or maturity cf ic

seed pbtatou whe hairveste]. I, at once admit that if
seed7.potatme are kept lu .toe largo a heap and-al1owed to
ferment, or if kept se warmn as to induce excessive growth
during 'winter, or la anyý other way are se treato] an to
weaken their vitality, the sets will, mnany cf themi, fait,
anid others make Wvea1 and unhcalthy aKt;ota, vèry much
resellîbliiîg, iid posaibly identical with c r. It muet be
berné la mini], hùouvëver, that though 1 coniider overripen.
ing of ile êeed te bé the ordinary carîseof the curi, 1 by.
ne means assert that itis-ta only o. 1 amn welaware
that deficieut ianagemnent will especWIahl if followed by
loni. drouzlht, preducefailing crops, ani]. whether tanclu
failurelSg due ta curl or net Ican offet ne opinion ;.but the
great puzzle ato potato grcwers has,been thrt with the
must careful managemaent, failures continually cccr, and
theme faiuuxs rnay,.I think, ho traceit ripe sots. 'fiat
the influence of sease is great I shouli] bu the lest iuan
ta deay, as in fweo instances niy Pot cro w& àcce
with cari, <distinctly ùùa'ble te havingasàed ripe seins,)

fiycoatiinùei]to get werse t3e lon'vr as the iiugi lastea,
iu' on Î4e <tècurrncé of 'he*Svy- aine the r imiprovei] very

mûchý; i] tii in quite'in'keeping wlg iny- thcory, as
wlier -once -the-plant lias a stemu axid.leaves whercby to,
elabôrate nourishmcnt from..theatmeosphere, aud roots
whach puirvey froiu below, a-Jarge suppîy cf inoisture- wall
give it, such an «ahuundant flow of -sap that the vitiate]
juices.of -the decayg s* wi11 beth bu veiý' muici dilute i

uni Ui laiut .wr deri'ie sufficient vigoùr'from' externat'
sources, to Outgrew., *a* might.*:ailineîit; 'wlioroas la a
droÙghty, ieason,tho plâèuùisýiiihcbi iéedèéen]ent ou tho
set; afidthia at sachl aý trne fumaiàhes thc poison in a'con.
cexit' e] formi.

Thflicït nîbljeêtiâu 1 shil notice l fisat u ne of ia
hest Wiyâ ofgêétting.ri]é'feurl hitheto kniown, ist"o*grow
the potatoes ýint ý for suci] oya.a-*.piece of oh] mea]ow a
or otherlani] fiat bas beenIong.unçropped. -Tuis laeasy-

ofeplanation.: Ea.i]contains a- supply of foc]
wiich bas liceu aeunltn.for years, ai] acordingly' i
produces am'oreluxuhnt growvth aisid later iùttturit. ,

Eeryoe E itaveremarked thiti ia dry smi plants
of aI kndar is ftdhly'de'epèd but rijien stàlcr.-

Thui.is~~~~~ ]éb-6i .th ,iea ýpply of nbàurishs
ment ivhièh :*tllie récceivè;, for aven whére tihdn la i
abuindantly maniured, fiaîscantvite~leoi' t
without-moiitr Wlieh! a élant'hi-ttaiuda eitain d

eithor in con"euence of drought, or of a scarcity of the
zîccesaarv elements ini the noil,.it will ut once procedi tu,
forai ani] matUre its ed. Tis in' readily observable iii
the case of weeds. Thé saine species of grius wlîicl is
comînon in oui meadbv's wilI hc founi] freqîîcntly growînL
by aý roadeide, or evîen on a gravel walk, lini in d6y
wcathcr will flower and] twarstee.d, tlîougî gn uititi dun-1
dwarfislias acarcely. to bue r ecogiiizable., Th'is wvill oécur
considerably. earlicr ilc thBeason tiîîî: the finie or, *pen.,
ingz of the samie species of grassin an 6ri]inry caôv
and.agnin the niuadow.grown plant %vill ripcn fîîr heorè
anuther'of thi mne elpecies8 grown by a diclî aide o i l,
Cther racist ridaà soit, and] thia Iast P;ill as înuîcl excerd
the.meudow plant ini sizc and luxuiance ait tie.o une iii thre
nieadow dii] thoe lui tise gravel walk.~h o rn,
ie à spcoso graes whicit may frcqucntly bu founih àbai

of thoo icituations above n'anaed. 'I at potatoesaro
flot exempt froin this law of nature 1 have liai] abundant
proof., On tie occasion previouply nîoent.iouîed,'.wliere 1
plantedl potatoos oh a piec.e of rich oId turf, suakcîlfo*
yêars.with the' drainage of a fatrin.vardi, they nuver dii]
ripen, but grew on tliniùglî tic whiote atitumn, and] wçrq'
as reen and i. v'îgornîam lu Noveinher as thîey lbai] bnn
July. At hast a heavy faîl of mînw rainle witlî a suî'ero
froot, and] iiiforty.oiýht1ours îhîey wcre..aà.blaqk ai; if tlic&v
'liai]. been burnt, but the tubera ivcre stili uiipé, itnà
were thè very worst on the table, and mnade flic lwe~t sèts
thàt 1 have ever posessed. In 1844 1 hîad also a iatroa,ý
initance. Ip i éclaiing an ol] lane soine parts lia] te
bc lowcred, and] 'ore holloîva to bo fillci] up. ani] buath
being plhntci] witli potatocs nt theo saine timle, tîjome platît-
e] where the old holwB hiai beon, au] which niouv ili]
a conisiderable depth of freqh soul,grew cotxidciably tahllýr
an] ripcned sorn *e W'eeks luter than those on thé. ridkés
Whence the ýsoil, iai] been taken ; thâigh éein' iii tuiesà
Places éensii]erable pains wero taken to retaili as much
of the surface soit as possible; ani] as the ridges and de-
pressions man paraliel to oaci other for'forty ùr fifty yardTî
together, thre marke] difference in the time of rlponing,
caught the eye ai once. I have aiso frequuiitly observéd
thuît potatoca plan.te] nuar hedgcrow trocs (capccially asa).
ripen carlier than the rouît of the field. It tluus'appears,
as well b y the analogy of otiier plants as by direct obserr
.vations of the potate iteelf, thiutt a <Ieficiuùcy. of riutrimnuéà
proi]uces'early nîaturity, sud uuice versas. FrÈesli sIi
wîi àit onco boal.lmitted, contains un extra Éupphy' 0£'*
food; potatées* thérefore grown on such soit wili hé in à"
growing state when those lun old.going land wilbc quit

ripe, and, if lîarvcsted together, the former will bu uripa
an] ibake good sets. It la very probable' howcvcr. ir

rireabundant. supply of aIl the eetûbents of niutriton.t<
be found la fresh soul may havýe a considerable effýè*ajia
concur wjih ihe ua]er.rip* iii oth ediprodécai.a
healthy an] vijorous plat. .

Au objection which bas alreai]y provei] fatal ta several'
theories that have heen brircaght forwaird te account for
the.potato failure, nmay. hc hricfiy statced as follows t-
96 'No plante], wo manurci], wo liarvested our vota tocs
tafty ycars ago much as we do now, exccpt iliat .tlipwliole
was thenn.done ini a more carcess, hîap.hîazgd.w)ay.;.yet,
ire lwcre tien neyer:troubîci] wath the cominplaintwWh ihja
noworliane. Iow can this beaccounici for cxccpt.by.
thc detorioratioù of the plant itself' r' Tc ,auses wiiic1ia
produce f4>lurc nuv,,and whi'ch dii] net exist formurly,
nayJ, think, bu roferrd-mt, to. changé ofclimnato; 2d,

change of soul; 3rd, change of practicu.ý-lst, Chiange'
tlinate. Tic groa et inecue of i]raining, cnclosing, aun&
planting for sheltor, lias, produco] a verysensiblo.c1iange,_.
)f chimate in expos]i situations, which, are the Pl'çsow
n vogue for the supply of séod potatoos. ý In tlcue Qojy
3awdoq, bofiire mentioed, enclosuze, &c., was atany rat.,
tontomporanceus with the detcrioratioa. of thiejr.scod'p.
atoos, ani] th.e marshlani]. districts, which wero f

:upplcd.fomSadorî.nowget their seed:1Ja colnL
t in indiiptitablp tiat Wiîh col] and watt retard...the.zia...
onrtyo*f, ail plants;, the i'mprovedpee1h&re.î~
Iay as remoedthe one sudveqy mc rdthe.1 iei,,.
iid accordingly.our plte eon çetoojîy
.. nêu4nkwosat - 1 -ï ONUcn

.ý


