CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

remove the great barvier; Missionary Socielies, for sending the
living messenger of glad tdmgs ; Mussionary Culleges, for train.
ing a native muwstry, and wmany others as they come to be re-
quired. Whence,ghen, we ask, cume these agencics—these mighty
moral engines ! Whenee came they ? ‘Fhe mighty river is but the
union of many draps which the shywersof heaven supplied to the
far distunt ulls, and which spnnging again in crystal fountains,
pud yanng thar meny rills, at last 1orm a river of such puwer.
How beautifully docs this illustrat3 the subject before us ! How
feeble these drops of rain, or hittle nlls, to turn a water wheel, but
how puwerful when united ! Sce, then, whenco these mighty
moral engincs came—from the agency of the Spirit of God des.
cending on e hearts of single Chrisuans, who singly could do
liitle indeed in reducing to allegiance a rebel world, but when
umlcd@rc so powerful.  And as tho drops of water appcar agnin
in the shining spray, where the bow of merey is painted, so dnes
the individeal Christidn appear in that union, shining in the light
of tha Sun of Righteousness, and pointing upward to that home,

the attainment of which is lus highest aim—the object of his
brightest hopes.

The mighty cvil of intemperance so widcly spread, not only
throughout the world, but even in the Church, soon came to be
fclt as an intolerable incubus upon the rising spirit of the reviving
Church, and the atfention of many was directed to it. It was
evident that although many cfforts had been made to suppressthe
evil, they had heen totally unsuccessful, and it began to be en-
quired with carnestness, What can be done? The Methodist
Church in England took up the subject, and made abstinenec 2
rule binding on its members, as a means of stuying the crying
evil, Time went on, and discussions became more general.
About thirty.five years ago sonre Synods and Unions in the United
States took up the subject, and followed the Methodist Church in
recommending as the path of duty, that the Church of Christ
should free itself from the evil. Discussions and investigations
still went on until the year 1826, when the American Tempe.
rance Society was formed. Jt should be carefully noted that im.
perfect as the pledge of this socicty was, it was nevertheless
founded on Christian principle, intended, not as its enemies have
pretended, asa rival to the Church, but as an instrumentality
locking to the grace of God for strength, in promoting the spiritu-
ality and progress of the kingdom of Christ.  From this period the
progress of the principle ¢xceeded the most sangaine expectations,
although its ndvocates met with the most violent opposition from
those who should huve been its best fricnds. The American
Temperance Society was for many years the main spring of the
temperance reformaiion, until the American Temperance Uninn
commenced its operation.  This Union was formed by the Na.
tianal Conventionwt Philadelphiz in 1833. It is composed of the
office-bearers of the American and those of the several Stete So-
cidties. It puhlishes the Journal and: other periodicals at Clinton
Hall, Now York. During the year 1841 “this institution alone
msued 433,000 publications, consisting of journals, juvenile advo.
catce, reports, almanacs, &e. As a specimen of the issues of the
State Socicties, that of New York during the nine years of itsex-
istence previous to 1841, issucd nearly 15 millions 12mo pages of

temperance matter, and that of Ilinois in fuar years issued
303,590 documents.

The progress of ths cause, although there miost rapid, was not
confined to America. In Britain it was making rapid and steady
advances. The celebeated parliamentary report was presented in
1834, and exertions had been for some years put forth in tho for.
mation of societics. But the interest at first excited in both: coun.
trics began cvidently to absle, and every new cffort seemed to
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cffcct, lesa than the preceding. It soon Lecame manifest. that the
whole system carried within itself o source of weukness. which
could not be counteracted by any mcasore of zeal, Tt Jeft tho
whole machincry of drnnkeunest and drurkard-making ulmost
unimpuired by psolecung some hinds of mtaxicating, drmks,
while it banished others. It became ovident, then, that a forward
step must bo taken—a more powerful,engine brought to pluy,  In
America many were acting on the total abstinence principle, but
its socictivs were not as yct remodelled. A new advance. was
then mude, und a8 America had given to Britain the fisst unpulse,
she now received back that new impulse which was {o sct the
whole machinery of the Reformatlon in more vigorous operation.
In 1834, the old plan was gencrally sbandoned for the new, and
pthen the progress became not only more rapid, but greatly more
satisfactory.  Since that time it has proceeded with rapid strides,
bearing down such opposition as, had it not been founded on the
rock of ages, wonld at once have croshed it, and restoring peaco
and happiness to many wretched familics, as well as preserving
thousands from the fatal enare, The numbers supporting this
mighty moral instrument may’ new be reckoned by millions both
in Britain and America.

The Washington Scciety, formed in Baltimore, April 5, 1840,
and having in view primanly the rcforination of drunkards, has
causcd many to vicw with admiration & moral revolution, unpa.
ralelled in the history of the world. Progress is still being.made
m the cmployment of a variety of other mstrumentalitics, as the
cold water army, &c.; and Christians and Churches whe stl}
shut their cyes ajawst the hght, bave cause to be ashamed when
they sco Lthese marycllous things going on without thewr instrumen.
tality in preparing the way of the Lord.~—% This is the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes."”

———

RECHABITISN.

Thern are three Tents of the Independant Order of Rechabites
in the City of Montieal, at"thc present time, numbering ag fol-
lows:— .

Sering oF Canapa Texr No. 1, organized 27th May, 1844; has
now 108 full members and 5 propositions —meets evezy Fiiddy,
Evening.

Union Tesr Ne. 2, organized 29th March, 1845, has néw:3i)
full members and 1 proposition—meets every Saturday Evening.

Perseveraxce Tenr No. 3, organized 15th May. 1845, has

now 17 fall members and 1 proposition—meets cvcry Tuceday
Fivening.

Total 155 full members and 7 propositions.
The General Laws of the Order, are farnished gratuitously by
the' Officers of the Tents, to those secking information.

R. D. WapsworTtit.
MoaTreAL, 28th May, 1845.

The communication from Ellera Nichol, aliuded to by J, M.
has been mislaid. We would gladly receive the statistics of this
wociety and of all others in Canada for puldication.

The account of tho Sherbrooke Temperance Jubiles in our
next.

———

We hcar no word of any arrangements being mudefor 2 con.

vention in Canade West this summer, and suppose itvifnow too
late to make them.

The Johnstown District Tnion h have, we understand, ¢pgaged

Mr. Bungay for a campaign in that delightful District. We
‘trust that Unions generally will bestir themselves.



