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gy, “none but those who ave in similar civeum-fuvour with the people. They refused to come
stances with ourselves, know what it is to live in lout to heur the word, and 1if at any tune they
the midst of professed heathens and uneivilized came out, 1t was rather t(()l annoy the D);reachler
barbarians.”  Notwithstanding their trials, the than to be profited by his discourse. Notwith-
Missionaries continued to improve themselves in standing the testimony that had been borne
the knowledge of the language, and were now 'against idolatry, they stili practized ther heathen
able to prcac!n‘to the people with some measurc, rites.. I'hey continued to oficr human bemgs n
of fluency. 'They thus speak of the firet result of sacrifice, wnl mothers contimued to muyder therr
their l:zbours : “What litll_c we have been able infaut children. '.l‘l;c:,c were causes sutlicient to
to say in tI’llf name ’Zf éhc] Ltg;l, ;:us g,,-a\\-n this lt‘sl.l‘.ncc tthe ,pupulutwn ) dof g:xcdlslix:él ;r ﬂ’l:rl\l:' :1:
enquiry. low 1s it Cook, Clarke, Vancouver, additiun to these, an epidemic disease, raging
Bligh, and others who have been he;e, never told 'thi, tnne, (20th Aungust 1803,) reduced the
us any thing of what you tell us of Jesus Christ 7" nut.ber of the people to such an extent, that the
The answer was, they knew less of the language lnn:_.,mnuriu., assure us, they would not amount to
}han \\gzhdo H zlmd t]hou,qh they know the name of | 8000, being not ;hc lxlulf Iul what they were when
csus Chnist, they knew not the customs of Jesus | they lunded on the tsland. ]
Christ, and did not hold thew. Their first, A few days after this the king died.  (3d
attempt to impart instruction to the young, Scptember 1803.) 1le had all along coun-
(April 1799) met with as little success.  So they tenenced the mission, and by his death the
write at y¥xxs time: “Brother Broomhall's at- brethren found themsclves deprived of a friend.
tempt to instruct the child of Tearay toread does They continued to preach the word, but the
not succeed : savage ignorance and brutal natives, so far {rom receiving it \_vnh ‘]oy, made
ffl‘?‘l?gom are Tg deltlgll]t ofuth‘ednu.tives. T!:]e the preachers the objects of their ndicule and
children cannot bear to have their desires crossed,  scorn.
their nctloq’s prohibited, or their wild ramblings] At this time (Tannary 1309) they prepared
controlled.” .. . catechism, and in writing the language, 1t may be
J Mrt Lewxs,O ?Se l%f theb lmslswgl;)azlcsiighed at poted, that they adoli)}cld t,he Ri?mzm cliuracter,
s time. (20th November 1799, 1$ case and with the view of leading the peopie more
had been the source of great grief to the brcthren,irgf(my to learn the letters, xt‘hey glm‘e them o
as they had required to separzte him from their ‘Tahition name. King Pomare the Second was
communion in consequence of the irregularity of | the first pupil who wished to be taught the art of
his conduct.  On the 29th November 1300, the | writing, (1st January 1607) : and after acquiring
missionaries write :  “Great preparations waking it he addressed a letter to the London Missionary

for war,—we intercede at a throne of grace.” A
month after this date, the ship Albion arrived
from New South Wales, bringing letters from
their former friends : the governor of that colony
had, by the same ship, written to the king
Pomare, commending the missionaries to his kind
protection. ‘These were all fitted to cheer the
drooping spirits of the brethern, but the same
vessel brought them tidings of a different kind—
the capture of the ship Duff while on her second
voyage to the SonthSeas, and of the sufferings of
those who were designed to aid them in their
labours. This casnalty defeated the pious inten-
tions of the Christians in Britain, to send out to
Tahiti thirty additional labourers. Nevertheless,
in licu of these, cight were afterwards sent off by
the Royal Admiral, and arrived in safety at the
island on the 10th of July 1801.

In the spring of 1302, two of the brethren,
Messrs. Elder and Nott, who had now acquried
the Tahitian language, set out on their first
missionary tour, They preached wherever they
could find hearers, and testified aganst the cruel
superstitions of the people. At this time a war
broke out between the king and certain of the
chiefs, and as it zrose out of circumstances con-
nected with their idolatry, it was carried on with
much cruelty on hoth sides. The missionaries
on this occasion seem to have been much afraid ;
for, in order to sccure themselves against attack,
they fortified the missionary dwelling, by the aid
of 2 number of British secamen; and for some
time they kept watch day and night. When
hostilitics ceased, and their foreign friends had

Suciety, in which, among other things, he
promised to abolish the worship of the god Oro.
In the autumn of the same year, Mr. Jefferson,
one of the missionaries who had come out with
the ship Duff, died. His death wasa great trial
to the brethren, as he hud been an able and
devoted labourer in the vineyard. A civil war
now broke out between the chiefsand the king 5
nd as the district of Matavai, where the mis-
sionaries had their dwelling, seemed to be the
place where it was likely to rage, the king
advised that their wives and children should take
chelter in a vessel in tne harbour.  All attempts
{o reconcile the parties proving incffectual, the
missionaries resolved for the present on leaving
Tuhiti. Several of them accordingly sailed to
the neighbouring island of Huahine, and others
remained with the king, in the hope there might
bea change in his favour; _but, Pomare being
defeated, they subscquently, joined their fugitive
brethren, and, with the exception of one who
remained with Pomare at Eimeo, and another in
Huahine, all of them at this tune (16th October
1809) sailed to Port Jackson. ] o
Phe rebels in Tahiti, meeting with no opposi-
tion, ravaged the country, burnt and demolished
the mission-house and garden, and in a brief
space destroyed the labour of years. After 2
tedious and dengerous voyage, the brethren
arrived at Port Jackson, (17th February 1810) 5
thiey remained here until the nutumn ol‘..wn,
when, receiving an invitation from the king to
return, they seiled again for the island.

left the island, they found themselvesin no better

{To bo continucd.)
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