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@oclesinstical Sssemblics.

THE UNITED STATES—NORTH.

@’HE General Asscmvly of the Presby-
teriap Chureh of the United States
which met at Pittsburgh on the 16th
May, was chiefly occupied with business of
8 routine character. This, however, in-
stead of detracting from the interest of its

proceedings, stamped them with exceptional |

| value: for the usefulness and prosperity of
a church, consist afterall in the proper reg-
ulation of its internal atfairg, and the pro

motion of evangelistic and missivneary and
seducaticnal enterprises, rather than o the
-exercise of disciplive and lengthcued argu-
ments respecting dogina and doctrine. Dr,
Patton of Chicago, was the Moderator,—
the youngest Moderator, it is alieged, who
ever occupied the chair of that Assembly,
but who proved himeelf well qualitied tor
8 position which above most others, re-
quires quick perception, tact, and firmness,
combined with such a knowledge of men
and things as command unquestioning re-
gpect and obedience. One of the first acts
of the Assembly was the formal unveiling
of 2 memorial tablet commemorative of the
Union of the old and new school Presby-
terians, which took place in Pittsburgh,
1869 A marked feeling of unity perva-
ded this Assembly, the old lines of division
being almost eutirely obliterated. The
Sabbath School, its hymnology, literature,
sud equipment geperally, occupied a prom-
inent Epla.::e in the deliberations. The Home
and Foreign Missions, however, were the
subjects in which all cthers found a com-
mon centre. Although in the discussions
which took place, there was the appearance
of threatened clashing of juriediction, yet
it was evident that the heart of the Church
was right in respect of both. The receipts
from all sources ou behalf of Foreiga
Missions were $463,351, and the expeadi-
ture $511 120.  Larly in the year, the gift
of $50,000 by Mrs. Green, had extinguisked

the indebtedness of the Board, but owing
to the decrease of contributione, a deficit
was again reported of $47.829. A matter
of some difficulty has been to hit upon a
satisfactory basis of representation in an
Assembly of such large dimensions as this.
It was pow agreed to fix the ratio of rep-
resentation at one Commissioner for every
2,500 miristers and communpicanis com-
bined, and that when the membership of
the Aszembly exceeds 350, the Assembly
may change the ratio, so as to reduce the
size of the body. The colution is not con-
sidered eatisfactory, owing to the 1t - ertain
and fluctuating, not to say at times, «_:
deceytive nature of ecclesiastical statistics.
An overture from the Preebytery of Phila-
delphia, represecting that the clauce of the
co called Apostles’ Creed which aseerts
that Christ” “deccended into hell” is of-
fensive, and conveys an erroneous idea to
those who recite or read it, gave riec o an
animated discussion, but resulted in no
action Leing iaken in regard toit. Inan-
ewer to the question, Should converts from
Romanism be re-baptized ? a previous de-
cision of Assembly was confirmed, namely,
that the matter should be left to the Sestion
of earh Congregation. The case of Rev.
Dr. Miller, of New Jereey, suspended from
the ministry for publishing heretical doc-
trines, was the most important judicial
case before the Assembly. The sentence
of the Presbytery was sustained by a very
large majnrity. A resolution was adcpted
on the influence of the tecular prese, recog-
pizing the services it rerders, and urging
the exclucion of obscene news. i
The Presbyierian Banner thinks that this
Assembly taken as a whole, has not been
equnalled since theUni»u, ie ability,acquaint-
ance with the rules of order, and in all that
constitutes it a representative body.

Spnod of the Tnited Preshyterian
@hurcly of Scotland,

@HIS Synod commenced its siitings in
Edinburgh, on the 13th of May.
The proceedings were invested with un-
usual interest. The Rev. David Crcom, of



