BRITISH COLUMBIA
OFIICE OF THE COMMERCIAL

Business in Beitish Colinnbia.

Vancouver, Jan, 8.~Tho post holi-
day tradoe is again reported autl w lidle
there are r«éports of over competition,
predictet in ‘The Commerchitd some time
nero,  This  over
belng severcly felt by the smaller
fiems It some instances witl: sorious
results. ,

The trading stamp crazy is anotlier
featuro working seriously against the
suneest of the smaller merchants, at
16282 80 it {s cluimed by wheligdle.s In
an intervies with v wholesale sgrocer,
the opinion was expressed to the ef-
foct tluit the trading stamp systemn
wias a4 menace to the retail trade,
particularly in the grocery business
where tho margin of profit on staple

gouds is extremely small.  Several
merchants organized o competing

company to thoe vne that had the
field to itsell. Thig not proving effee-
tive. o third company was organized
among ali the smaller and wmany of
the lIarge meichants, sigmficantly
called the People’s Trading Stuamp
company, thie merchants taking stock
in the company, they purchased the
stamps from; or rather purchasing the
stamps from  themseldes, and shoukd
{thero Lo any profit in the veature, ap-
plying 't to deercasef the costs of the
stomps te the merchants. Should tho
picucer company decide to retire the
other two companies would consider
that their mission had Leen fulfitied
and  they would at once discontiuue
business. .

There are no changes to note this
week in the market. The flour and
fcod business §s reported  dull. Ontarlo
butter is in demand,) and v is thought
the price of cggst swill be cheaper next
week.

British Columbia Markets.

{All quotations, unlcss otherwlise speci.
fied, are wholesale for such gquantitics
as aro usually taken by rctall dealers,
and are subject to tho usual reductions
on large quantities, and to cash dais.
counts.) ‘

PRICES A'l' VANCOUVER,
By wire to The Comuercial,
Jan. 18.

The market is quiet and few changes
are taking place in prices. ‘Che only
chinge this weak is o decline of $1
per ton on bran and shorts.

BUTTER—Local creamery, $0¢; Audtria-
lian freshh grass butter, 28 1-2¢; Mani-
toba creamery, 27c¢: Manitoba dairy, 19:.

EGGS—Fresh local, 30 to GQe per dozen,
as to quality; castern case eggs, 18 1 e,

CHEESE—-18¢.

GREEN TRUIT—Orangces, navel $3.75;
seedlings, $3.23; California icumons, $i
o $4.25: bananas, $2.85. Local apples,
00¢c to $L.25 wver boxy grapes, $LT0.
Japun oranges, 50c¢ per hox. Eastern
appics, £3.00 per Larrel. local cran-
berries, §7 per bushel,

MEAL=-Rolled oats, 90 1. sack, $2.30;
two 45 1b. sacks, $2.00; four 22 1.2 lob,
vacks, $2.80; ten 7 1b. sacks, $2.50:
oatmeal, in 10 Ib. sacks, per 100 s,
$£3.25. in 50 1b. sacks, $3 por 100 1bs,

FLOUR-Declivered B.0. poluts— Mani.
toba patent, per barrel, $4.60; slrong
vakers, $1.30; Orecgon, §4.50 per tarrel.

GRAIN—Oats, §l4 to $20 nper tom;
wheat, $25,
CCRED MEATS — Hams l4¢, Lreak:

fast bacon 13 to 13 1-2¢; backs, 12 1-lc:
long clear, 10c: short rolls, 12 to 12
1 &c¢' smoked sidos, 1lc.

LARD~Tins, 10¢ per 1b., in palls and
tubs, 91.2¢c.

F1SH—Floundors, Jc: smelts, Ge: sea
Lass, 4¢; whiting, -5¢; soles, §¢; smoked
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10c: fresh halibut Gc; salmon Ge; bloat-
ors 8 1.%¢; cod 6c por ib. ; crabs, Ovc¢
dozen. )

GAME~-Mallards, 60c: pintail 40c;
teal 20c; widgeon 40¢ per pair; venison
?¢; bear Ge 1L,

POULTRY—Turleys, 1lic; geeso, 1ec.

VEGETABLES — I’otatoes, $16 ver
ton; Asherofl potatoes, $19 10 $20
ton; cablhage, 11-2¢ por Ib., carrots, tur-
nips and beets, $12 per ton; red ontons,
1c per 1b. sllvorsking, 2¢; tomatoces, $2
por box: cucumbers, $2 por boa.

FEED-—Natlonal mitls chop, 325 por
ton: shorig, {22 ton; bramn, §20; of}
cako meal, §85 ton; f.o.b. Vancouvor,
fncluding duty pald on imported stuff,

HAY—Per ton, $26.

DRESSED MEATS—Beef, 8 to 8 1.2¢,
mutton, 10 to 1lc; pork, 9 to 9 1.Z2¢,
veal, 10 1.2 to 1lc 1b.

LIV STOCK~—bteers, £3.50 to £3.73 po;
100 1us.; cows, $3.25; sheep, $3.50 per
100 Yvs.; hogs, Ge per b,

DRIED FRUITS—Apricots, 17¢; peaches
1V to 12¢, pitted plums, 1Z¢; pruues,
French & to 71.2¢ per tb.; Loadon
layer vaisius, $= box; Italian pruues, G
{0 8 1-2¢ b Muscatel raisins, 2 crown
8c. Lerown 8 1.2¢, 4 crown 9¢; dates Uc;
black figs, ©c; whito [ligs, 9 1.2c¢c-
layer figs, 10 1h. box $1.15; siiver prunecs,
9 1-2¢; quartered pears, 11 1-2¢; half
pears, 12 1.2¢; nectarines, 16 1-2¢ * Va-
Iencia ratsius, 7 1.2c: sultanas, 11 to 14c;
blackberries, 1Gc; raspherries, 25¢; seed.
cd raisins, 9 1.2¢c.

NUTS—Alnonds, 1Gc; fllverts, 12 1.2¢:
peanuts, 9¢; Brazil, 12 €.2¢; walnuts,
13c 1b,

SUGARS—Powdered, icing and bar, 3
8-4c; Paris jump 0 1-3c: granulated O
1.4c¢t extra C, 4 5-8¢; fancy yellows -t
1-2¢: yellow 4 35-8¢ b,

SYRUPS—80 gallon barrels, 21-4c 1b.;
10 gallon kegs 2 8-4c¢; 6 gallon tins $1.75
cach; 1 gallon tins $4.50 casoe of 10; 1.2
gallon tins $5.25 cass of 20,

TEAS—Congo: Failr, 11 1.2¢; good, 18c;
choice. 29¢; Ceylon and India: fatr 20ec.

IIARDWARE—RBar iron— Qase, $3.30.
Horse shoe nalls, discount, 40 per cent:
horse shoes, kex, £6. Wire nafls—Base
price, $4.00; cut. $3.75. Rope, Manlila,
16c. Boiled oll. T5e. White lead, $7.50.
Putty, $3.50. Barbad wire, $4.75 per
100 1bs, Glass, 1st break, $b.

PRICES IN THE KOOTENAY.
By wire to The Commercial N
Neolson, B. C., Jan. 13.
Eutter —Creamery, large packages,
23¢; choice dairy, 21c per b,
Cheese—Large, 191.2c; emull sizes,
16c per lb. 4
Eggs—=Washington state, fresh, 30c;
Ontario held fresh, 24¢; pickled, Z0e per
dozen. . . [ 1

British Columbia Notes.

Chas. H Macdoaaid, «¢neral merch-
aat, of Nelron, has assigned.

F L Lurns mtends opening m the
Juents’ lurpishings at Kaniloops.

Jos. Fisher has arrived at Vancouver
from Winnipcg to take tem;or~ary
chargo of the Anderson Produc2 Com.
psuy.

The membors of the Vanconver Poul.
try and Pet Stock Association are ar-
renging for their annual exhibition to
be held early in February.

The Brackmau-Ker Miling Company
have bought out the firm of Thomas
& Smith at Rossland, and wiil carry
on tho business as a branch,

Over a mi!lioa dollars worth of now
bulidings have been erocted in \ ancou.
ver durtng the past 12 months, and
over $700,000 worth in New West.
minster.

There is a good outside and foreign
demand for lumbier.  Local flrms aro
figuring on tenders for several mit.
lion feet each from differont lirms In
China and Japan.
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Ine Victorin the loss by fhie for 1899
wag about 335,000, In Vancouver
$18,000. Owing to the improved fire
fighting apparatus lnsurance companles
aro teducing rates n both cltles.

Al DesDnsay & vo., gisuers, Nelsoa,
Ly teeeace thiete Lastuces mto » lolat
stoch conpang, aud wilt Lerealter o
Lustiese  under  the  quane  of  The
Westorn Metrantite Coapany, Lituited.
t The halibut tisheries continue a
great source of revenuo to the United
States firms in the business. Tha
steamer Thistle was the last Loat to
arrive from the banks with 110,000
ponnds of’ fish, e 1

Twe cur losds  of  truzen  salmon
have leen stippua to saverps;ol from
Noew Westminster, leaving about three
car duads still iw stockh tire. When
the lact lov 18 qone, W2 shipuments
wilt tetal twenty-eight car sonds.

The steamer Senator redently saited
from a British Columbia port with
what is #ald to have beenr the largest
cargo of salmon ever stupped from thitt
province. The shipment totalled G,-
901 cases, valued at $440,000, amdt
was consigped by A, L. Russell 1o
Liverpool and London,

A Cawipilay s bLeing formed at cie
coast tor the parpose of erectingr g
cannery or the Skeena  rever  atout
twelve milie  from  Yort  ssington,
WHEre Lesluts cauning salmon - the
oydmun:; Wwa), salmon, ialibut, aere
ring auu cod, and protably solachans
wile W prepare  dy ollict systews
fc: expors. Salmoa, halitut, cod and
hurring will  Le smoked and anned
b, o special system.

8. C. Coal Industry.
The following is the output of coal
from tho \ ancouver Island colheries for
1808 and 1899, in tons:

L 1898, 1YY
New V. ¢ Co. ... .. 5Hzu222 414,808
Wellington ... ... ..... . 738 257,443
Unfont .. coe vee e oee 395 204,871
Alexandria .. . . 435,060 17,129
Welllngton Extension 40,000
Total tons .. ....1,137,915 1,166,25i
FOREIGN COAL SIHPMENTS.
L 1898. 1599
;\g\\' V. C CO. e o 103,535 463,109
Welltngton .. .. .. 232,642  20G.4uw
bg:iou e aee ser sesess 129,684 88,174
Wellington Exteasion 11,380
Total tous... ... .. 763,861 769,001

The following is the approximateo
valuoe of the output from British Colum-

bix mines: .
1899,
. District. 1898. Aporox.
CArLGO oo wee wne .. § 389,300 S00,000
C_.'l.s:«..'n' (.\t!}n) 107,300 900,000
Keotenay East ... 133,368 160,000
Koutenay West ... 6,042,975 4,869 000
Lillooct ... ... ... 47,81+ 55,000
T2 wee wr vee ceneee 232,512 300,000
Otler districts ... 19,437 150,000
Total . ceeee ... $7.172,766 37,134,000

. The West Kootonay table set out in
divisions shows as follows :

. 1899.
Division, 1808, Approx.
Alusworthh ... .. ..§ 139,801 § 100.000
NCISOR vt ver vee e $94.86G0 200,000
S0 er een e e 2,619,852 1,158,000
Trall Creek womaee.. 2,170,811 3,014 000
Other CAWPS eeerneere 97,631 97,000

The public revenues of Newloundland
for the six months ending with Dec
31, l-#t, were $1,043,000, which is
$230,000 over the figures reached dur.
Ing thic corresponding period of 1898
This i¥ the largest showlng ever made

-in the history of the colony.



