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BRANCH RMLWAYS

There are few pesple in the Northwest
who are not beginning to despair alioat
the construction of Dbranch  railw os
throughout the provinee of Manitoba.
Until the summer of 1882 there were few
outside of the settlers in Southern Mani-
toba, and other districts where railways
were s0 much wa ted, who could see,
much less feel the great drawhack to
settlement and progress which their want
occasioned.  No - there is no one outside
of interested parties, but can clearly fare-
see thut unless doring: the coming sum-
mer of 1885 the work of constructing
braneh railways is not ouly commenced
but pushed with vigor, the work of de-
populating iustead of setthng-vp the
Northwest will be commenced in carest,
How much is likely to be done in this
direction, aud in fact if anything is to e
done, no one in this provinee knows, at
least so far as Southern Manitoba is con-
cerned.  As visit after visit is made hy
prominent members of the C.P.R. Com-
pany to Europe we are entertained with
accouuts of success in seeuring funds for
the completion of the C.P.R. mam live,
and since the visit of Sir John Mac-
Donald we have been hearing of English
capitalists starting a line of trans-Pacitic
steamships to complete the route from
Europe to Asia through Canada. But
we caunnot hear of a dollar being secured
for the construction of branch lines
through Southern Manitoba, the richest
portion of all Canada, where a country
sufliciently settled to furnish a paying
business for any railway is now to be
found. This is in the minds of the
C.P.R. magnates a matter for future con-
sideration, or at least a matter to m.i.e
promises about, which they have not the
slightest intention of fulfilling.

Two years ago, when wheat was worth
over a dollar a bushel in the city of Win-
nipeg, farmers might haul grain fifty or
sixty miles to a railway station, for they.
then received something tangible for a
load of wheat. Dut as prices now stand
there are in Southern Manitoba at pres-
ent half a million of bushels of wheat
which it would scarcely pay to haul to
market. It is folly to expect that men

will remain in such a country as that,

hundieds  of
settlers will he proving up upon their
homesteads and  securing  thewr patents
we may expeet that masy o favin will boe
lefe to grow weeds instead of grain, as it
will he more profitable for their owners
to pay the taxes o1 their lands and seek
a living cleshieve than to longer submit
to the starvation policy they have been
subijected to.
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There may e o few people in other
portions of Manitoba who are inclined to
cantent themselven with the selfish satis
faction that they are vot in any way suf
foring through want of railways. But
such prople are not aware of how much
other intervste are sffected by the state of
affiirs we deseribe  In the first place
there should he a profitable trade in that
country tributary to the wholesale traders
of Winnipeg, while smaller towns south
and wrst of this should also profit from
the purchases of the agriculturist, But
as matters now stand wholesale merchants
have no desire to do business in Southern
Manitoba, and the retail merchants ace
unable to col'ect from their customers, as
the latter are literally without money or
the means of getting it. Such is the
present state of affairs in asectiva of
country which should he the most pros-
perous in the whole Northwest, and
through which the construction of two
hundred miles of railway would change
in o very short time poverty into plenty,
and discoutent into contentment. DBut
the chances of securing that 200 miles
are very slim indeed.  Branch railways
through Southern Manitoba are not now
included in the schemes and dreaws of
Ottawa politicians and C.P.R. mag-
nates, and until they have a little less
scheming and dreaming to do than they
have at present the cry from Southern
Manitoba will be unheeded. They know
that & policy of disallowance holds the
field clear of competition until the C.P,RR.
is ready to occupy it, and the interests of
the few starving settlers are not worthy
of consideration under such
stances.
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REC[PROGITY

The subject of reciprocity between
Canada and the Uniied States has been
discussed much during the past two years,
and with many of its Canadian advocates
reciprocity on any terms has heen advo-
cated, while fromx the United States
the reciprocity advocated has bLeen the

swallowing upeommercinlly of Canada, nnd
its inclusion 1 that irouclad system ot
priactically prohibitory tarills which ou
neighbors  huve muintained  for  som
twenty years.  The most rabid anti-pre
tectionist in Canada could hardly accepr
reciprocity on such terms and retain on
purticle of Canadian patriotism, not 1.
mention the faet that on free trade pri
ciples such n move would only be a sty
from the frying-pan into the fire.

It must now be aditted on all side.
that the clection of Grover Cleveland a.
President of the United States, and the
accession of the Democratic party to
power in that country, opens up news
hopes for reciprocity between the two
countries on terms which will be honm
able to all concerned. The Republican
party with its policy of protectivn,
amounting to extreme commercial exciu.
siveness, has been rejected by the vote v
the people of the United States, amda
party among whose traditions are free
trade and dircet taxation chosen in s
stead, and on that account we may safory
assume that during the next four years
steps will be taken which will tend
the divection of strengthening the trade
relations of the two countries, supposiug
no actual reciprocity treaty be entered
into.

Some people in Canada may be foolish
enough to Uelieve that 1he question of
anxiety for reciprocity will be conpletedy
revevsed under the rule of the Democta
tic party, and that a policy of rapid ud-
vanee towards free trade will be adopted,
which will render any cfforts in that
direction unnecessary on the part of Can-
ada. Such an expectation will be doond
to disappointment of the worst kmd.
Political affairs are so evenly balanced
now in the United States, that no pasty
fu power can afford to adopt aun extrewme
policy and hope to retain office. We be
lieve that the defeat of James G. Blame
in the Presidential contest was due more
than to any other cause to the fact that,
although le was one of, if not the most
brilliant light of United States pohties,
he was a man of extreme tendencics, and
in the advance-guard of his party, while
bis less gifted but successfal oppoucnt
vepresented  the  moderate section of
Democracy. 1t cannot be expected, there
fore, that President Cleveland and lis
followers will follow a radicaliy reaction:
ary policy even in the time honorel
Democratic doctrine of free trade. The
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