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Manixg Disasrins.—The past winter has been a stormy one, and on
the Auantic has proved very di-asttous to shipping. ‘I'he great Atlantic
liners have met with serlous mishaps, such as having men washed over-
board, upper works smashed and shafts broken, but all, with the excepti n
of the Naronie, the great freighter of the White Star Line, bave minagped
fu somo way to reach pott. It {s now generally copeedid that the lateer
steamer has been lost, but there isstitl hope that seme of the pea. vgers o1 d
crew have been saved by passing vessels, aud thut the wieek of the
Naronic 1s not 1o be shrouded with the painful mystery that_sull huags
over the ill-starred City of Boston.

BiLL Aponisiniye PREFERENTIAL ASSIGNMENTS.—Mr. Caban, in {utro-
duciog in the Houee of Assembly a bill to prevent preforen lul assignmenta
to creditors, Lias stiuck a popular chotd, ard the bill stould pass witheut
opposition. Preferential assiguments to local creditors, by means of which
foreign creditors havo been cut off from receiving a peony of their claims,
have become so common that the credit of tho Province has been severely
injured abrosd. It was hoped that the Dominion Government would do
away wlith the evil by passing a general bankruptey law at the present ses-
sion of Parliament, but this they bave failed to do, to that Mr, Cahan's
bill is most timely. In Onterio a similar act is in force, nicely drawn to
prevent interference with federal rights, and it is high time that_ we had
similar protection.

SuirMeNTs oF Gorp 10 Eurore.—The large shipments of gold from
New York to Europe have been the cause of much uncasinese in financial
circles, but the danger apprehended has now bsen salely passed, and the
shipments of gold bave almost ceased. The Cleveland administrition did
much o restore confidence by securiog gold both in the Western States and
Canada, and by its firm attitude in opposition 10 the silver legislation of
former Congresses has plainly intimated that it has no sympathy with the
advocates of free colnage. The repeal of the Sherman Silver Bill is one of

-the measures that the President has at heart, and although its repeal will be
bitterly apposed by members of his own pasty, we believe that at its next
session Congress will substitute for it a less objectionable measure, largely
doing away with the fictitious value now placed on silver.

Iraviax Bangs.—~Fraoce is just now beiog shaken to its centre by the
revelations of fraud in connection with the Panama Canal Scheme. The
mania for investigation has spread to Italy, where it was 1umored the banks
had been illegally advancing money to politicians to be used for corrupting
the electorate. The committee investigatiog hes just made public its
teport, and, while it finds that thore is no trutli in the reported advances to
politicans, it mskes revelatione of the uvsound business mettods of eome
of the banks that are stertling. In most instances the banks have issued
their bills to an amount greatly in excess of their authorized circulation,
and their assets consist largely of paper on which advances bave been
made without any security. Such revelstions in this country would cause
a psnic and a run on the banke, but the Italisus scem to take the news
quite calmly and to refrain from excited action in 2 maoner that is aston
isbiog in such a hot-blooded people.

Agovrist THE LEGisLaTive CouNciL.—Our small Province is jost now
suffering from 100 much Goverament or too many law-making bodics, and
the sooner some steps are taken to reduce the expense the better. One
legislative limb that has outlived its usefulness and should be lopped off is
the Legislative Council. We believe that Premier Fielding has this reforn
in view, and that all his appolotecs to the upper chamber bave been pledged
to vote for abolition when the matter is brought up; but yet we sec about
sll the other Provinces doing away with two houses, while we ate still szd-
dled with the expense of the ubnecessary upper chamber. If the grest
Province of Oatarlo finds that with one chamber its ~ublic busioess is per-
formed to its satisfaction, why should we hesitate to follow its example?
New Brunawick Las made the reform, and we bslieve that if Premier
Fielding will exert himself, he may be able to induce the boo. members of
the Legislative Councll to perform the hara-kiri act with as good grace as
pomible and vote themselves out of existence. It will save money to the
Province and should expedite the public business.

TaE GERMAN ARMY BiLL.—A political crirls is imminent in Germany,
which portends grave disaster to the Empire, unless wise counse's prewil
anvd Chancellor Caprivi agrees to important smendments in the Army Bill
pow before the Reichstag. The Act is now being considered by the Army
Bill Committee, and its members refuse to report favorably on'it unlesa it
is modified In several particulars. The Chancellor, under instructions
from the Emperor, insists on the bill being presentod as it is, and is assured
by the committee that it will be defeated by a large msjority. In thiscase
the Reichstag will be dissolved and a direct appeal made to the country.
Efiorts are being made to force Chancellor Caprivi to resign, when it is
hoped that tht bill will b2 withdrawn and an appeal to the country in the
present state of excitement avoided. There is every 1cason to believe that
the popular verdict will be against the bill, and wise heads are trying to
avert the certainty of straincd relations between the Kuiser and his subj-cts
by a timely compromite. The Emperor, bowever, ia firm in his determins-
tion that the bill shall pass without medification, aud there is every proba-
bllity that when the Reichstag meets, after the Easter recess, that tae bill
will be defeated and the Reichst:g dissolved. Then will follow one of the
most exciting contests that the Empiro bas yet bad 1o tace, r ud bow it will
end it is impossible to foretell,

Tur Payama Scanvars.~The speedy avd severe punishment meted
out to the convicted swindlers lu the Panama Canal investigation fs credit-
able to the administration of crimina) justice in France, and should prove
a warning to ambitlous financiers a4 promoters sgainst resorting to whole-
sale bribery and corruption to advance thelr ends. A legistator with euch
a lrw estimation of hiu dulies as to be willing to sell his vote to the highest
Lidder Is never to be trusted.  Ssoner or later he will want more moaey,
and the briber is agin and again importuncd fur further ndvances. When
he can give no more the tool turns agsinst him, and in the quarrel that fol-
lows the unsavory facts become public, and both briber and bribed sre
brought to justice, It is the old case of rogues falling out, and proves,
without seeking a higher motive, that * honesty is the bast policy,”

Ane wg Prrraming ror Tir Cuorkns 2—The leading medical authorl-
tfes are of the opiufon that we will have a visitation from the cholera
ecourge the coming summer, and the qucstion natuially arises, what are we
doing to avert or mitlgate the dangers of the attack? At the present time
emigrants by the thousand are pouring through our port on thelr way
west, some of them direct from Hemburg, where only a few months ago the
disease was at itg height. Daoger from this source will soon be paesed, as
on the opening of navigation the steamers will discharge their liviog freight
at Quebec and Montreal ; but with the advent 6f warm weather the daoger
of infection will be increased, and a rigid quaraniine inspection should be
enforced, Every boueeholder should sce to it that his premises are tho-
roughly clesnsed from all garbage, and a vigorous t «¢ of the whitewash brush
should be insisted on. With strict cleanliness and a pare water supply the
dread disesse, if it does cffect a lodgement on our shores, will soon bs
driven back; but if the whole city is not freed from filth the diseare wiil
soon obtain a fuothold and carry death snd dismay to all quartera,

Prixce EpwarD Istavp TunseL,—There was some Lope that the sur-
veys and borings made last year to test the feasability of connecting Prince
Tdward Ielard Ly tunnel with the malnland would lead to some definite
determination whether the great work would be uadertaken or not. The
unfortunate quarrel that hag arisen over this preliminaty woik, sod the
unsatisfactory state of aflairs shown to cxist, has, to ray the leaet, not
helped the matter along; in fact has given it a most decided set back.
That the tuonel may be successfully constructed s not doubted, the ooly
question stsnding in lhe way beipg the cost. When this is sccurate'y
detcrmined it may be found to iar exceed any practical benefit that could
be cxpected from the completion of the work, and lead to the condemnation
of the preject.  That asuspicion of ** bozdling " should have so soon deve-
luped i3 most unfortunate, and teads to coofirm the belief that all great
public works are more or less tainted with dishonesty. The tunnel would
prove of such inestimable advantage to the Island tha! we s“ould rejo:ce
to see its construction uander way, but we sticogly olject tu e question
being made a political kite, to b2 used only in influenciog electione.

Cranke Wartace axp Houe Rure.—Heretofore the opponents of
Home Rule in Ireland have :ccused the followers of Parnell and other
Nationalist leadesa of open hostility to the law of the 1ind, while they have
prided themsclves on their love of law and order.  Now, however, that the
Home Rule bill is before Parliament for discussion, they are no longer con-
tented with constitutional argitncnts against it, but have proclaimed that it
{t becomes law, they will never consent to its provisions, but will prevent
the Act being enforced by open rebellivn,  As long as they had matters to
fuit themselves they were iotensely loyal, but now that the law is to be
changed 1o give equal justice to all, they prove them slves, as far as words
go, more disloyal thia the much-mabigned Fenians. Many 2 Nationahist leader
kas been imprisoned for language less incendiary than that now used by Home
Rulc opponents, and it would be only politic justice to give these combtive
gentry a dose of their own medicine. Foolish and disloysl as are these
threats when uttered by residents of Ireland, v+ho are directly affected, how
silly do they sound when voiced by & member of the Dominion Cablnet.
Mr. Clark Wallace has certainly extioguished himself by his exploitin this
line.

Tue Prize F1HTING MaNiA.—With all our boasted civilization it
would scem that it is bat a thin veneer, and that we hiave but 10 scraich
the surface to fiad the savage underneath. Prize fighting is c:rtainly the
most brutal of sports, and although called the manly art, has not ore
redeeming feature 10 commend it. Angd yet it has been revived within the
past few years, and through the medium of wealthy clubs his bacom: a
sport protected by the law. It has been fousnd that there is money in the
ba:lness, and now clubs io Eoagland, the States and Australia, are vieiog
with cach other in Jffering the highest premium to attract noted bruisers to
their arenas. The higher the stakes the greater the interest, with the eer-
tainty that tickets of admission, no maltter what the price, will be soapped
up, and the building packed with raen all anxious to witness a degrading
spectacle. The fighters, their backers, the gamblers and sports who follow
them around acd wage their money on them, are not the wotkers who build
up a count-y and make it prosperous, but the leeches who suck its very life
blood. Yet page after page of the press is filled with the sayiogs and
doings of these men, avd the youths of the country are twught to loak upon
them as herces, whos= examples are to bz fo.lowed. Tae miaiz is on the
increasc, and unless special legislation is passed furbidding prize fights and
imposing heavy pepaltics, the evil will attain to such proportions as to
become a curre. It is time to call a halt.
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