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them, and we are happy to seo them again
brought into operation. Wo congratulato
those who have already established associa-
tion for drill, and those who have not we
recommend to do so without delay.

EXPLANATORY.

Inthe last issue of the Cornwall Freeholder,
we find the following:—

t Wao notice a report, by a correspondent,
“of the recent Volunteer Inspection here,
¢ published by the Volunteer Review. It is
‘‘geriously incorrect in many respeets; e
‘“‘do not notice it, howover, to argue the
“‘matter, but simply to say that it bears
*‘ gvidence of having come from an interest-
‘ted quarter, so strongly, that it is quito
“without value. The Review is taken as an
“authority, and as a standard of reference
fin such mattors, it is therefore the moro
‘‘unfortunate that parties to whom u puffis
3 nacessity should have access to sucha
‘means of varnishing over their own defici-
‘“ oncies 8o entirely at the expenseof truth.”

In reference to this we have only to say
that if the report was incorrect, we—though
sorry that it should have been so—areinno
wiso responsible for the opinions of our cor-
respondent at Cornwall.  Of course wo have
nothing to do with local jealousies or “par-
ticular interests' ; and regret that ‘Tur Vor.-
uxrzer Review should have been made tho
medium—if such really has been done—for
their display.

MILITARY LECTURE IN OTTAWA.

Captain Bridgowater delivered a Lecture
hear on Saturday evening. The audience
was not so large as we could havo wished
owing to so many amusements the samo
ovening. The AdjutantGeneral, Command
ant, and many other officers were present,
and appeared much pleased with the Cap.
tain's remarks, which wero repeatedly ap-
plauded.

BOOK NOTICES.

A New Svstem oF Iseaxtiy Tacmics
DounLs axpSmioLe Raxg, adapted 0 Amen-
can Topography and umproved fire arms.
By Bvr. MaJs. Gex. Exory Urroy, U.S. Arvuy.
This is the latest system of Infantry drill
and exeraiso adopted in the Uwmited States
Army, and 18 well adapted to the pecubian-
ties of American warfare. The general fea.

tures of tho system, as regards Battalion and '

Brigade movements, are much the same as
woro lately adopted in tho British Service.
Tho movements aim at greater rapidity of
formation, and the principals laid down are
tho same as aro now generally adinitted un
tho French and Bnitish services.

For salo by Messrs. Dawson Bros. Book-
sollors, Montreal.

REMITTANCES RECEIVED
For tho week ending Saturday, 14th Dec.,
1867, wo have received as follows:
Quebec—J. G. S, §1. Ottawa- Capt. &
(100th Rogt.), $1. Toronto—J. A. M., §2,
R. P, $2. Hamilton—J. R, ¥2.

THE ABYSSINIAN EXPEDITION.

(From the London Times)

Wo are now in a position to realiso the
magnitude, if not to estimate tho prospects
or count the cost, of tho Abyssinian Exped.
ition. The letter from our Special Corres-
pondent at Bombay, dated October 14, which
appeared in this journal on Tuesday, fills up
the outline of tha ¥legraphic intelhgence
which had alveady #uched us.  Subsequent
despatclies from Aden carry our information
up to Uctober 19, on which day the sccond |
detachmentof tho invadingariny was toleave
Aden for its destination. ‘The entire force!
will consist of 12,000 effectives, of whomn |
4000 will be Europeans, accompanied by |
soat least SUU0 followers,”” and our corres- |
pondent gives very substantial reasons for |
doubting whether it will be possible to keep |
down the mxed multitude of non-effectives }
to so modest a number. The & Pioneer
Force,” or forlorn hope, of the expedition, )
t consisting of 40 men of the 3rd ~Native
Light Cavalry. about 100 men of the 21st
Native Light Infantry, and a company of
Sappers and Miners, ' sailed from Bombay
on tho 16th of September, reached Aden in
ten days, and has been engaged for about a
month in selecting a landing-place, con-
structing a Fier to land troops and stores,
exploring the country in search of fresh
watoer, and making preparations for the
arrival of the main army. This party was
under the command of Colonel Merewother, |
who is sud to have fixed on Annesley Bay, §
south of Massowah, for the pomt of disem. '
barcation, and on Zoulfa (probably the sameo
place marked on some mapsas Zulla) for the
encampment of troops. Thesecond detach-
ment, called the *‘Advanced Brigade,”
under Colonel Fieold, left Bo:nbay for Mass. ¢
owah on the 7th of October, reached Aden .
on the 16th, and as wo have menuoned, was §
to proceed on the 19th towards Abyssinumn. ,
It consists of nearly 3000 men, including
cavalry, infantry, sappers aund miners, !
artillery, & Land Transport Corps, and a.
marine battalion. Lesides non combatants.
It does not clearly appear whether this,
¢ Advanced Brigade ** was to land at Masso- .
wah, where a depot is to be established, or
at Annesley Bay, but it was supposed at
Bombay that it would march some sixty
miles into the interior of the country, and
thero take up its position. The next or
third detachment, consisting of about the
samo number, but mcludm§ one Europcan
regunent (the 33rd) was w leavo Kurrachee |
about the 26th of Uctober, and it was hoped
that Sir Robert Napier himself with the main
body of the force, would follow towands tha
{end of Mdovember, or the very begmning of,
December.  We may reckon, therefure, with |
sume degree of certainty vn the cututichics - i
ment of operations by the close of the pre |
sent yoar. H

So far as the issuo depends on the con-|
jditions witlun our own control the reports
aro hithierto cncouraging.  As yct o senvus i
defect in organisation secems to have been
discovered, and this time our treops will, at
least, be cquipped with a due regard to cli-
tmatoand the naturo of the country. Besides
- Armstrong guns, with clephantiarnage
for tho mountaing,’’ wo hear of howitzers
weighing but 200t., and capable of being |
carnied on a mule, yct throwing 8 12ib. shell ¢
{500 yards, and of sull hghter mortars, }
throwing a shell of double the weight the
same distance. Some forty clephants anda |
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fow camels have been provided for the
heaviest work; but the employment of such
jammals in mountain warfare 1s more or less
an experiment, and tho only beast of bur-
‘don on which much reliance can bo placed

is tho mule. Our correspondent states that
no less than 24,000 mules are being collect-
ed from India, Syria, Bagdad, Egypt, and
Spain. Wo learn by recent telegrams that
1,500 had been purchased in the Punjeb
alone, and that 3UC0 were in Egypt awaiting
the means of transport. ‘The description
given of the mode in which those despatch-
ed from Bombay wero stowed away on board
the transport ships prepares us for the nows
that 10 Lelonging to the Pioneer Force died
on tho voyage to Aden; but, once landed,
these hardy beasts will doubtless prove
invaluable. A pontoon train is being con-
structed expressly for mule earriage, and
by far the largest share of labour in carry-
ing baggage will fall upon thom. Itisan-
ticipated, as we learn from Aden, that sup-
plies will be procurable in Abyssinia itself,
as cattle havo been casily obtained. A good
and abundant supply of fresh water had
been discovered 16 miles from the coast, but
Colonel Merewether had directed the ships
conveying the second detachment to fill ap
with as much water as possible, and had
detained the steamship Euphrates to con-
dense water for the working parties who,
under a temperaturo of 100 degrees in the
daytime, were busily making tramways,
building piers, and landing stores. No
Europeans will be detained longer than is
absolutely necessary in these scorching low
lands which fringo the coast. appily, the
mountains and healthy table lands of the
interior approach tho coast very close to the
south of Massowah. Tho greater part of
Abyssinia lies, as is well known, remarkably
high. Gondar, tho capital, is more than
T000 feet above the sea, and our troops will

{ generally be able to encamp on alevel far

above the reach of malaria or extreme heat.

On the other hand, we are bound to look
at the less favourable side of the picture.
We do not here allude to any chance of mil
itary failure, or even to the very serious
question whether a victorious march into
Abyssinia will advanco its only legitimato
object—the release of the captives. Weare
cuntent to assume what, indeed, few venture
to deny, that, if not on behalf of Consul

Jameron, yet on behalf of Mr. Rassam, the

" British Government was in duty bound to

interfore, it necessary, by force of arms,
Wo must also grant that, whatever blunders
may or may not have been made by their
predecessors, no expedient remained forthe
present Government but armed interven.
tiva, and that, Lad it been delayed, tlus
voantry would justly have been lowered in
the opininn af Nriental nations. It is of

| course possible that King Theodore, finding

us 1 camnest, may wreak his vengeanceon
our unfertunate countrymen, reckless of all
Cubisuylienices, and leave us no alternative

ut to hunt him dewn or quit Abyssinia
haflled of our purpose. It ismore probable,
however, that, if he1s not murdered by his
own soldiers biefore Sur Kobert Napter invades
Abyssinia, the ere ruiwour of our cuniing
will have inereased the insecurity of his
wosition, and put them beyond his power.

| Wo attach little importanco to the defiant

expressions put mto his mouth, or to the
stury of his issuing letters of margyuc w
Amgrican cruisers, and we respect, if wo
cannot altogether share, tne unwavering
faith of Sir Stafford Northcoto in thosuccess
of the expedition. At all events, havin

been undertaken, it must bo carric

through with all the spirit and resources
that wo ean bring to heas on an enterprise
to which tho henour of the nation is com-
mitted. But wemust not disguise from our-
sclves that we have undertaken what Am-
erican statesmen would call a “big job,"
andshallhave to pay avery heavy price for it.



