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I'HE VOLUNTEER' REVI»EW.

‘re org \mmtxou hmted at in’ the commance-
uient of the p\mphlet T m3y perhaps be

~allowed without attemptmo to crxtu.lse the.

scheme, (which if pracuc:;ble would be a
good one) to ask where tho men are to be
found, and how the time is to be obtiined,

for 'eax*ryfng his suggestidns ks to training
innto effect.Grauted that a staft could be pro-
cured who would ba willing,after 5 yeara'ser:
vice, to retire intd private life(their businass
or professions as civilidng being necassarily
dropped during that time) how would it be
possible for regimenthl officers, on prodfor
ton' fo leave - their occupations: for three
nonths at a lime tbiattend n nilitary school.
The majority of the best officers in theForce
ars men nctively engaged ia: tho. real busi.

ness df life,and whose patriotism and mili.-
tary ardour leads them to mike carsain sa

crifices in the pesformyance of their military
service; If these mon, under Col. Fletcher’s
system, were to.Jeaye the fagpce, from the
impossibility of oqmalxmg with, lLa req uire-
moents,  what. class wonld, take their places ?
Nono but those whose fortung sufficed them
without engnging in labor, or the dilli{awti,
idling, men about town, wha would be glad:
of thres months' subsistenco from any
source ; and who, after their training, would
bo of like service to tho country, and no
credit to the Forog. - A few good men,labor.
ing under an acute attick of scarlel fever,
might be porsuaded to join af first; but ‘the
decadence of our military schools, as at
uresent constituted, shew little encourage
mant'to the adoption of such a scheme.
Pho sunc argament applies to the men of
the propsed fores. " It-woull be impossible
o finl the requisite number of men for
such service, unless, as in the cwie of the-
Dominion Artillery, ‘racourse wore had to
disehargod soldiets, Who ‘on leaving the
service have found they ‘wero fisted for no
other ‘oécupation ; or emigrints who are
dadivous of lodking aout them for a year,
bafore onlering upon’ active employment.
Tt i3 a fullicy L0 oxpect tifit firm liborers
ov farmary’ Bous, Why eonstitatd a large pro-
portion of raral b'ttEf'u.Iiom, or apprentices,
jonrneymen, or clarks; who constitate the
©city battaliows; ‘could leave their employ-
wants for'a year: of that théy woald sacri-
tico wagos at the' rite of $1.00° to'$2.50 per

day, to servo a$ soldisis for 50 ot'80 cexits

‘per day. - These men are willing -to sacrifice
their wages in a:ison of emergency; -and (for
A year ot lwd pe&‘hmps‘) for“ the'sdike of ut-
twdxng “the’ annual drill, but it wilt be ap-
parerit to'all, that such a scheme could not
induce the best, or even desirable, men to
leave thoir employments for a whole year ;
and that, consequently, the ritiks would be
fitled with neer«do weel's and sepograces,
with a small sprinlling of enthusiasts,

I will not dwell upon this mitter, as [ foel
sure that Colénel Flefcher has not caculatod
upon the difficulty in the arrangement of
higscheme. If heo had advocated the es:
tablishment of such a force upon permanent

theless,

lJAwArY 13 1874

foolmz. thereby gwmg oflicers and men a |

future to louk forward t>; wich, perhaps;-

some provisi -as to disch irges before the

expiration: ef ‘service,: the establishment of
such séhools ds he proposes would. not be,

“without the bounds of possibility ; although

hig resedrehes upon the Militia System have

-frot -led him %o the radical errors which noiy

affact its: workings, . For some of these, [

‘would refer him to Lieutenant Col: Duyis'

pamphiet. The frightful features there de-
picted of the disorganization and demoratza-
tion -of the : Vélunteer Force, might
lead him. to ‘suppése that the officer

commanding -the - 37th ‘was of.a slightly

imaginative ‘turn - of - ‘mind ; but, never-
thnt -grievanees do exist, is a
fot:patent o every olticer in the Force. But
itid not from such exaggerated or impossible

‘mabratives that thel'breosehin expect redreoss,

and no owe.who had-seen the-trimn and sol

dierlike appearance of the37th in 1868 would
belteve -thint it could now form the type for
such a doleful picture, It is a matter for
regret that tho zeal of the -writer should
have ‘led him to ¢olour his:sketelusb hlghly.
even for the sake of tha ridiness and origi- |
nality which it: widoubtodly posagsses, But

-[-am foroed to treat-his pamphlet in o graver

meanner, ' Going forth ¢a the world, under
his signature; beariwg the weight of ;.his

-official position as awafficer of the highdést.

rank possible in the Militin Foree, §.do not'
Lesitate to assert that it is highly injurious
and dettimental to the interests of the Lorce,
and is calculatenl to give a wrong impréssion
as to the discipline and morale of the organ-
ization. From an intimate acquaintance with'
the Fovce for the past eight ysars, Lean say
with: .porfect truth, that nover on any one
ocoasion havo I realised the absurditiet he
has depicted, nor have L known of such ut-
ter want of discipline or military usago in
any battalion. Should Lt.Col. Davis be able
tosupport his case by illustrations, I can only
feel that it can be no object to the country
to retain such officers and men, and the
wigest course to'bo adopted would be for the

‘Government to°dispense with their services,

-1 do'not find fault with the pamphlet, be-
causo having a lively sense of the imper{ec
tions of constitution and management of the
Voluntecr Force the writer hak put-his case

‘in foreible lamguage, and:empiloyed over-

drawn illustrations; but I de- sincarely re
gret, that, as an otﬁcer eommanding a Regi-

‘ment of Canadian Volanteer :Militia, he

shoald have published to:the world a state -
meént abounding with-inaosuracies and axag-
gerations as depieting” * The Canadian Mili
itia, ils organization and present condition.’*
As a Canadian Militiamun [ deny its appliea -
bility to-the Force, and-deprecate the adop-
tion of individual instances as‘any criterien
of the condition as a whole. [ also submit

that the publication of wild statements such
as abound through the pamphlet, are likely
to have an injurious effect, by withdrawing
the attention of tho Militia authonueb from
vital defects,

In thus assuming the oﬂico of critie,, I beg
the forbearance of the officers I have referred
to, as I enter upon the task with reluetance,
and sole]y In the interests, and for the sake
of, the cause I have ai Liéart, With such
feelings, it is most gratifying to me, to sce
that an' officer of Colonel Fletcher's rank
and experience, should take so great an
interest in ouv militia affiirs ¢ ‘and accept
his “memorandum’ as a gua ranteg, that,
througli- Liis means, the subject -wilk not be
lost sight of at He’t(lqu'\rtels 'l‘o have a
friud "&b court is *no small' "gaiil to tho
Militia Force, who have. been longap& to bo
disregarded as on wunecessary encambranco
‘o the oivil -powers T feel sure thiit, on far -
their mVeshgation, he will be lea to tho
same conclusion that all who hiave sludied
tho subject,are forced to arrive :=4that tho
‘Volunteer system, as #t presentednstituted,
‘1s inadéquate for the' requirtertd 6f tho
‘couatry, and tht. mdicml changes aroneces-
.8ary ‘hefgre any anuafnct.ox:y ¥esult can bo
“attained. = Whast.these changes are, aml how
they should bz effected, stiould for i sub-
Ject of inquiry by the Goveruxnenj, ‘and it
would. be an act of coprtesy wluqh,yvgpld be
appreainted by the Forse; if a- number of
préminent “officers of th&Forcae” were nomi-
nated by Government fto take jifto con-

sideration, jthe prescms coudu@ou- ‘of the

‘Force, and to frame. such - amendiments to
’the -u,t as might bé tousiderod necessary
f\)l s ro org: uuzmou upon a proper basis,
willi sucl suggostions [or its ragulation and
fnterior ecunomy as might apprdve thems.!

ves, frotn - their- knowledga of- its require -

ments upgn’ such Lagis. Ihave no doubt
thak the. M&}um Farga of &ho couuuy would
agaid ‘be a subjéct of pride and-eredit, and
no longst liable to be mgmatxzed a8 inefli
cient and uselcss For somé such desirablo
commendation I, & many comrades,aro Low
looking ; trusting that with the change of
government many of the old: tradiiions of

the Department of Militiaand Defence may
be swept away, and that under the new

reyime, descipline and efliciency may once
more prevail as the characteristics of the
Canadian Militia,

CeNTyRIAN.
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A presentation wus muade a short time
gince by the Non Commissioned Officers and
Troopers of tlie Bfooms T#hoP 6f ‘Volunteer
Cavalry to their Commanding Officer Cap-
‘tain'8/N. Boright. The tdstimontal ‘consis-
ted of an imported I»egu’f*\tlon S'tbr'e, Sword
Bolt —Sabretasche and ' %ugs, as nTso’a regu
lation Pouch and Belt, "

Captain Boright is desmvodly‘ Very popu-
lar amongst lus nieti, and takes’ great in-
terest in the w-‘lfno of ms ’f’rbops -

Communicaled.
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The Duke of I lingurgh has arrived at St
Petersburg.

Famine is reported in Russia.
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