470

by

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

t Ocromur 7. 1875°

THE HOUSSA FORCE.

A correspondent of the Zunes, weiling
from Freotown, August 13. describes the
Houssa Force which has received so much
marked praise for their gallantry in Colonel
Festing's despatch from Elmina, as the
¢ English Turcos.s’ The forceis of a very
recent origin having been first raised about
eight years ago by Captun John Hawley
Glover, the late ndministrator of Lagos, who
in organizing s force conferred a benefit on
all the West Africa Settlements which ought
not ligbtly to be forgotten.

#The Houssa tribe, from which these
troops came, are an independent race of
Mahommedan negroes, who inhabit an ex-
tensive district which commences about 200
miles inland to the northeast of our settle-
ment of Lagos, and extends between lati-
tude 11 deg. and 14 deg. north, and longti
tude 4 deg. and Il deg. East. They are
very numerous and are a most wariike race,
bring nearly all soldiers, disdaining any
other purauit or occupiion. They bire
themselves out us mercenary soldiers to nlil
thesurrounding peopies. Captain Glover,
being struck by their military capabilitics.
aud having had numerous opportunities of
satisfying himself of tkeir desperate cour
age, conceived the idea of forming a corps of
ttem aud drilling them in English fashion
The experiment has turned out a wonderful
success. At first there was great difficulty
in drilling the earlier recruits, but now the
new recruits, with the example of their al-
ready trained fellow-countrymen beforo
them master tbe routine with wonderful
rapidity.

‘ ‘I'hey are all pure blooded negroes, aud,
as a rule, are fine, tall, soldierly looking
men. Like many of the other Mihomedan
tribes on the coast, they walk with a good
deal of swagger. They are light limbed and
somewhat spindle shanked, but in this ch
mate can, without ipjury, go through nu
amount of hard work and marching wihich
fatigue any other known force. Some offi
oers now on the coast who have seen service
in India have been much struck by the
mony poiuts of resemblance between the
Houssas and the Stkhs.  Although all Ma-
homedans, they are whatare popularly call-
ed on the svest coast of Africn ** Salt-water
Mahomedans.” This term is most usua!ly
applied to the Mahomedan tribes on the
sesn, who. from their intercourse with the
waites, have relaxed their principles, at
least, on the point ofnot partaking of intox*
icating drinks.

« Their uniform consists of a short jicket .

and loose Zouave trousers, which reach to
the knee, both made of blue serge and t:im
med with red braid. Their headdress con-
sists of a red fez, and they wear a largo red
scarf round their waists. They go barefoot-
ed 2nd barelezged from the knee downward.
They are armed withia Snider rifle and bayo.
net. ‘they, as a Tule carry one or more
dagger knives in their belts. These kaives
are their own property, and are not given
to them by Government. In action at close
quarters they hardly ever use tho bayonet,
nearly always usiog their clubbed muskets,
which they use with terrble cffect. When
going into action they generally advance
in loose skirmishing order with tremendous
yells, invokiug Allahand tho Prophet. They
induige in tho most extraordinary antics,
Jjumpinog nnd bounding about in tho wildest
way and ! randishing their weapons, and ap-

ear to lcela stern joy at the prospect of

attle. Although admirably suited to this
coast, the Houssas would not, probably
succeed if opposed to regular troops armod

with breechloadors. They cannot bo kept
in haad, and, regardless of all obstacles, of
tho naturo of the ground or of the want
of cover, rush on to dec’le mnttos at clcse
quarters.

s At Elmina, after their encounter xith
the Ashantees. they returned (o their
quarters singing & wild but martial air with
a atirring chorus, at each ropetition of which
they threw the'r nfles into the mir.  They
unfortunately, still retain many of their
savage tastes, notably a custom aof decapi-
tating the bodies of those they killin battle,
They, look upon it as a great grievance
that they are not allowed to orntment their
drums with the skulls of those they slay.
After the engagemeut at Dongaah they cut
oft the hewds of a pumber of the Ashantee
dead and brought them back tu their camp,
where they kicked them about as footballs
for somo time, and were with difficulty
stopped by their comm inder, Mr. Loggie. .
The Houssas are all fatalists, and firmly
believe thatas you are predcstined to die
at a particular time it is quite useless to try
and avoid deatis. This may nccount for
their complote disregard of danger  Itis
always necessary for the officers command-
ing them to bo on good terms with the
Mahomedan priest attached to his commmnd.
The privates are piid 13d. a day.  Except
when  actually in the field, they requive
neither rations nor any assistauce from the
Commissariat. They procure their own foo l.
They are capital joragers, but hive somo~
what looze ideas on the ownership of stray
goats, sheep, or turkeys they may mees
with  Goat's flesh is their favomite meat,
but their p .ncipal food is the cassava rant
beaten up into n thick paste called dombah,
They always have somo women with them—
about ha'f a dozen to each hundred men
—todo their cooking. They look upon it
as undignified for soldiers to do their own
cooking. They require little birrack ac
commodation as, except in the rauny season,
they always sleep outin the openair on o
simple mat, even on moonlight nighis. "They
repudiate with indignation the title of
policemen. Recently at Elmina when they
fourd that in an official publicition they
had been described as * Houssa Police,’ they
threatened to lay down their arms and re
turn to Liagos overland through tho bush, a
distance of som* hundreds of milesf they
were so ealled again.  They said they were
the Queen’s soldiers, and glad to fight for
her, but were not policemen. Theelder
men among the [oussas enjoy greatin
flueuce with the younger comrades, Few
among the lloussas, even of the non com-
missioned officers, can speak English, prob-
ably not more than about five orsix men in
each company. ‘lhe woids of command are
given to them in English, and they under-
stand thea. A reciuit takes but a very
short time to master the different wordsof
commnd. They also display great quickness
i mmastering  the difterent bugle calls and
go through the munual and platoon with a
steadiness which would do credit to » Line
regiment. Some of them hive i1cceived
some instruction in gunnery from Mr. Loggie,
and at a push crull work the guns in the
forts. They sare very obedient and are
orderly ecnough, except that they are noisy
in the ranks, cannot be prevented from
chattering and talking, They require to be
ruled with a very firm hand. If they like
their commanding officer and have confi-
dence in his courage and fuirness, he can do
anything with them and they will follow him
anywhere. On ons occasion recently the
officer in command of a detachment of them
believing that one of the Houssas under Lis

command bl been guilty of & yery gross
breach of discipline, beat him very severely
with astick while he wasin the ranks o1
parnde; afterwards discovering he had been
mistakon as tv the identity o! the calprit,bie
publicly apologised to the man h¢ tiddifent
en on the next parade,, “This Jgive
great satisfaction to,, the;; Hopdsas,
who were loud in theip !.?&ua' , of
their commander’s justice. None of the
Houssas hold lhigher rank than that of
sergeant.mnjor. ~ All their officers are Eng-
lish. Thevy are wveiy fuir marksmen, but
when urder fire they became so'excited-that
they throvs away very many shots.

* All the Houssas now on the Gold Coast
have been formed into one corps, and
placed under tho command of Captain Brett.
of the 2nd West Indin Regiment, who has
had good experience of bush fighting, and
distinguished himself greatly in the Quiah
war. He appears admirably suited for the
post, and has gained to a.remarkable degree
the confidence of the fierce and stern sol-
diers he commands, In any future engage-
ments Brett and his Houassas are sure to
givea good account of themselves, Ttisuo
easy task to find an officer whom the Houss:
as willingly obey. On several occisions
they have declined to be commanded by
officers selected for the post, having their
own ideas asto who arafit to command
them and who are noi. Among those who
have commanded them, none have obtained
greater ascendency over them than Mr., J.C,
Loggie, the Inspector General of the Sierrz
Leone Police. They require no eommisari
at, and but little barracks accommodation
and are not only fine fighting me», but
admirable soldiers to marck or undergo
severe fatigue. A force of them. well dis-
ciplined and “armed. and commanded by
men of the stamp of Brett and - Loggie, will
be sure to add to the prestige of the British
arms on tho West Coast, and with proper
discipline and time, could e easily broken
from the ferocious practices which know dis
grace their bravery.

Since the above was in type, the following
letter has appeared containing an important
correction and some additional informa
tion :—

¢ Sir,—In the Tim:s of to-day,as well as
in notices in other journals I observs that
whatever credit there may be in the raising
and organisation of the Houssa force has er-
roneously been given to Commander John
Hawtry Glover, who suzcceeded mé as Colon
ial Secretary and ILieutenant Governor of
Lagos in 1864, when I was obliged to return
to England on account of a gunshot wouud
in the head received in a severe skirmish at
Epé, when I was in  comman 1 of the tngos
Houssa Corps, which force I raisad, organis-
ed, armed, drilled, and led in a successful
action which proved their metal, asthey
attacked an repulsed n uative force some
thirty times their numbar. An acoant of
this appeared in the Zimes of the 13ih of
April, 1863, and again in the official report
laid before Parliament by Mr. Chichester
Fortescue, June 16, 1863. Iwas tho first
officer on the West Coastof Africa who found
ont and reported to Government the amen
aLility and special physical characteristics of
the Houssa race for military service, which
opinion I formed from the stanch bravery of
the run away slaves of that nation who
formed my huating gang in several explor-
ing expeditions into the iaterior, and I was
tho first who suggested their cmployment
aad enrolled them a8 a militdry-forco.
was tho first Colonial Seéretiry and Lient.~
Governor appointed to Lagosaftor its cession



