THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

SerTEMBER 26

TiHE SOLDIER'S DRESS.

There is scarcely any question which re
quires so much careful considerlion atthe
present mon ent a8 that of the dress of our
soldiers, For manv years past the subject
bns been keenly crticised in many shapes
but little progress has been made in the
matter. Notwithstanding all that has been
said with a view of improvement in the
dress of tho soldier, ho is left with the samo
heavy load to carry, and tho same un-
suitablo clothes to wear as ho was almost &
quarter of a century ago. Instead of going
with the times. as civilians do, and adopting
a stylo of dress the most conducive to
health and comfort wo continue to clothe
our military in » manner as inconvenient
and injuri-rus as can possibly be devised,
and then wonder that there issolargo a per-
centago of sickness in tho Army. Dis-
regarding common senre, which tells us
that if a man has to walk a long distance

ho encumbers himself only with the bag-

gage he actually requires, the prau.ice in
the Army is altogether tho reverse. and it
is reully u pitiable sight to witness duiing
hot weather aregiment of the Line on the
march to change barracks. Tho principle
to be carried out is that the soldier should
bo so clothed and accoutred that his move-
ments are not impeded, and he has perfect
freedom for his arms, but, encased us he is
in a multitude of straps, with a heavy pack
at his buck, he is ilke a machine, only able
to turn in the given direction. so0 that 1tis
not to be wondered at if he suffers from chest
disense amongst other things. Altogether,
ifan endeavour hnd been made to render
the soldiers’ dress, in many instances as
ridiculous and uncomfortable as epossible,
greater success could scarcely have been
better obtained. In this respect, the House
hold troops ure little if at all better off than
their brethern of the Line; ull appear to have
been tarred with the same brush, What,
for example, can be a more ludicrous sight
than to sce a Life Guardsmun, of six feet two
or three inches in height, in undress uniform
with a shell-jacket barely long enough for a
boy half tho size? Then, again. the full
dress, though undoubtedly imposing as a
Sovereign's escort, i3 hardly tivted for
actual Service, and 1n summer tune mustbe
somewhat perplexmng to tho wearer. Not-
withstanding it 13 well understood our [louse-
hold cava'ry, by reason of their weight, will
ride down ‘anything’" in the world, it
would be highly “desirable to tind a little
more consideration shown both for man and
horse. It is only charitable to supposo
that the scanty proportions of the undress is
compensated for by the extraordinary
weight of the full dress, and that an average
must be struck between them. A charge
on the **Scrubs™ isone of the prettiest
ights that csn well be seen, although we
cling to the opinion that fewer men would
be unhorsed, snd the charge itself better ex-
ecuted, 1f less weight were carried by both
man and beast. 1raditional us unguestioa-
able are the bearskins of the infantry, they
must be uncommonly inconvenient in a
high wind, and must render it a difficult
matter for the wearer to keep his equili-
brium; but we suppose they will not be got
rid ot for the present. Indeed, whichever
way we look there is ample rovm, and there
are sutficient reasons tor improvement A
brass helmet may boe essentil to the calling
of u fireman, but it can scarcely be con-
sidered appropriate tor a Dragoonin a scorch-
ing sun during along march, We ure not
quite wclined to £o to tho lengtis of a Life
Gaurdsmau, who, having fought at Waterloo,
was questioned on his return as to tho dress

in which ho would like to fight again, sup-

posing the neccessity to arise, veplied “In
my shirt slooves ''; but wo certainly do think
that tho greator case %iven to a soldier, tho
greater will ke the *freedom with which
ho will use his lim{m. and conscquently,

when in action, will inflict iore sovere pun-
ishment upon the enemy. It is notorions
that at the tino of the Crimean war our meon
threw away their packs by wholesale, and so
it would be tho case ngain if some judicious
nlteration is not made in their equipments.
Weo are most desirous that the English

troops should bo smart in appearance and
kept up to the mark; but it is simply absurd
to thrust & man into clothing thatfits liko a
straight jucket, and maddens him. When-

ever shall we takea hint from our foreign
neighbours? Both the French and Prussian
soldiers are far more appropriatly accoutred
and clothed than are ours; thoy carry less
weight on their backsin time of peaco when
changing barracks as on the march, and are
not s0 absurdly loaded when inaction as to
render it a matter of actual necessity to
throw away their packs, The weighta horso
carries is far above what he should do ifac-
tivity is desirablo or thought to be of any
moment, and we Lold it to be most unde

sirable that this exceptional state of things
should continuo. Ilcavy caps and helmets,
tightened socks, as well as clothing that
keeps men warnt when they should be kept
cooi, and cool when they ought to bo warm,
must not only injuro the soldier’s nealth but
impair theeficiency of the Service, causoun-
necessary expense, and croate discase.
Times out ol number suggestions have been
made by compelent persons to alter this
stato of things, but they have been invaribly
mgored, 1t 1is just possible that the critical
position in which the country is now placed,
may induce those in authority to make ruch
alterations in the soldier’s dress, that if he
should be called upon to fight, he may be
enabled to do so with the same ease and
freedom as other men, and not bound up as
beis at present in swaddling-clothes —The
Broad Arrow.
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TRUE HEROISM.

The battle of Aliwal was fought on the
98th day of January, 1546, It was the biood-
iest in modern history up to that time, sinco
then it has been eclipsed in its sanguinary
character by Inkerman, Solferino, and by
Sidowa. At one time the Sikh cavalry had
well nigh captured Sir Harry Smith bimself,
who was obliged to shift his position in
consequence. At this moment an officer
of bis staff was struck down by a fragment
of shell, which shatterd Lis right thigh and
hip-joint in a hideous manner. Some men
of his troop, seeing him full, obtained leave
to run to his assistance, and in a few min-
utes he was on astretcher and being carried
to the rear. 1he men were devoted to him,
and they carried him thro' that dreadful
tield of slaughter with as much care ssif
conveying & baby to its cradle. When
within a short distance of the staff-sur{ con’s
tent, they came upon a private of — th
regiment, lying desperately wounded. The
poor fellow looked up piteously and touched
his cap, as he recognised his ofticer in_agony
on the stretcher. Captian C—— called to
the men to halt, and 1o raise him upslightly ;
leaning over, he soon saw the nature of the
soldier's wound, which was far less danger-
ous than his own,

* Lift me out,”” he said; “I can’t move;
you lft me out; that'll do, gently—yes
thats broken too,’ (they touched his back.)
wSo—now carry him to the docters; they

can do nothing for me, not too late for him

yot—just a little more s, (facing the
onamy,) “that's it.”

“But, sir,” romonstratod one of the men,
# Boquick with him, thencomo back; I'm
nst likoly to havo loft this,'” he added, with
a slight smile.

‘I'he men did as ordored, dopositing the
wounded trooper, they went to Captain
{'——. I{o had not, indeed, left that;he
lay facing the onomy still, and tho playful
smiilo with which ho™ had addressed to them
his last words Jingered yot on his faco; but
his troubles were over; victory or defost
were now alike to hi-1, and ho had left the
fiold, of strife for thot peaceful world where
dwell the spirits of the just made perfect
‘Tho instances of men hopelessly wounded
rofusing to monoplize the doctor aro by no
means raro; and if o battle field is some
times a sceno of outragrs at which humanity
shudders, it occasionaliy provides us wiih
unsurpassed heroism and self sacrifice.

Our advices from Hong Kong stato that
an expedition was about to start for Tieutsu.
Colonel A. K. Gore, of the 29th Madra
Native Infantry, was to take command ; and
it wounld consist of 200 men of the 75th Foot,
800 men of the 29th Madras Native Infantry,
and two batteries of Artillery, under the com
mand of Captain Sexton, R.A. .

The 1lalifax Citizen of the 26th ult. says
 There was on oxhibition at the bank of
Montreal vesiuwday 358 ounces of gold, the
product of 50 tons of quartz, got out by &
men in one month at tho Albion mines,
Montague, of which Mr. Walter Lawson is
agent. Tho total product of gold from the
now mines at Montague for the past month
amounts to 533 oz. 13 dwts. 10 grains.”

Usitep States- The militia authorities of
the State of New Jersey huve just arranged
for tho first militia rifle match upon the
English and Canadian systems. It is to b
held near Nowark, on the 22nd and 22rda
September. The Hythe system and th
Springfield army rifle is to be used. The
match is to be in two stages. In the firs,
all comers compete at oneand two hundred
yards. The thirty best shots are to be
allowed a second competition at three and
four hundred yards. The ten who lead at
this range aro again to competa with Win
chester rifles, butat what range is notstated
The rifle match promises to be {)Opular, and
in a year or two tho distance will be extend
ed 50 a thousand yards as is the case i Cs
nada,

THE LOSS OF THE CAPTAIN.

The sinkingof tho iron clad Captain of
the Spanish Coast on Thursday morning
Iast, with all on board, is a calamity suck
as has not befallen the British navy sioe
the Royal George, with Kompenfeldt and
twice four hundred men. went down at het
anchor at Spithead. At night the vess
rodo the waves the finest war ship, perhaps.
that ever sailed thesea. At dawn her con
sorts swept the horizon in vain for the lext
trace of her. Only later in the day some
stray spars and small boats that the gres
deep had given ur atteated her dismal fate
In the face of 80 torrible » disaster as this—
o disaster which nos oaly swallows up th:
supborb specimen of naval architecturs
ever known, but carries down with it fire
hundred gallant English sailors—it my
secm harsh' to dwell on mero points of teck
nical percision; and yet in tho intrests of
humanity it is proper that the build_of the
Captain should be touched on, that the reve

lation of its now lamenably well-proves



