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A ROMANCE
BRILLIANT CAREKR OF A OANADIAN IN THE
BRITISH NAVY.

Thero is no duty so pleasing, no pleasuro
so accoptable, as that which is afforded in
chronicling tie names of those who from
time to titne have distinguished themselves,
and by fino talent, assiduous labor, and un-
tiring energy, havo repeatedly brought their
native country into favorable notice, and
have enabled it to stand shoulder an
shoulder with modern nationalities. Many
have won honors which will remain green
as long as their country’s history shall be
studieg. Cannda has lher statesmeon and
orators, her merchants and bankers. In
armas, tho late Col. Dunn, of Toroute, won
Victoris Crosa by his valor in the charge o!
the Six Hundred at Balaclava. Many othe:
Canadians have won un enviablo fameoin
defence of their country. The folluwiug
skotchis to record the exploits ina muic
humble capacity of one in the navy of Gieat
Britain,

Edward Rouchard is a native of Quebec,
having been born there on Christinas Day,
1823. His immediate vicinity to the salt
water and the irresistablo attractions of
ocean commorce to him, also often ewmploy-
ad about the shipping, detormined him to
make thoe sea his path of life. He accora-
ingly when 15 years old shipped in the mer-
chant service, where hLis quickness and
steadiness won him the regard of tho officers
and men of his ship. After seven jeas’
service, being at Tower Hill, in Lonlon.
while in his 23rd year, he enlisted, in Nov.,
1845, as an able seaman in the Navy. Four
months afterwards he was sent on the Bit-
tern, 16 guns, where in the short space of
fivo months be was made a first-class petty
officer. In this capacity he was shipped on
the Casfor & 36 gun frigate, commanded by
Commodore Wyval. This vessel was or-
dered to the Cape at the breaking out of the
Caffir war, i* which he took part, having
been sent on shore with 500 other blve
jackots. They were ton months in the
“bush,” whero by his bravery he distin-
guished himself, especially in his coolness
while being attacked, and also mx following
the hidden bushmen through a valley, on
which occasion the XKaflir Chief was taken
and the war closed. He aund his comrades
when dismissed to their vessels by Colonel
Groy, Governor General at the Caps, re-
ceived that officer’s thanks and he added
that ho would prefer 500 ‘‘blues™ {0 1,500
regulars. Far this war he obtained a madal.

His next cruise was made in the Styx, 6

uns, Capt. Hall, which almost immediate-
y was ordered to the Burinese contest,
which broke out in 1833. For six months
he was again on land, and engaged in the
desultory warfare, carried on. In a short
vt bloody skirmish, he was sevorely wound

|

many times the weight and sizo of the Eng-
lish, struclke his colors, The two vessels
were taken, together with 800 prisonors of
war. For this action, those engaged ro-
ceived a specinl mednl, and he was particu

larly commended by his commanding officer
for his coolness during tho engagement.
On tho Styx he wias made Chief Petty Ofd

cer, which is as high as a sailor may aspirae
without a commission.

In 1859 his vessel, the Siyz, went to Ohina
and it was chiefly through his instrumental-
ity that Canton fell, and the Chingso war
closed Te and his Tollow *blue jackets'
under command of Captain Hall of the Styx
were encamped somo hundreds of yards 'n
front of the huge city gates, the position of
which and the adjoining wall was so strong,
thiat no immediate hopes of its full conld be
antertained. So sure were the Chinese of
their strength, that they posted no sentries
along the parapet, and cousequently the
pickets supplied by the * tars'* patrolled to
the very wall. Captain Ifall's camp was
coptinually in danger from a surtic, and
eveu serious fears were held by that officer
th ¢ insuch & cise e would be compelled
to retire from his position. 'Themorning of
the day onhich Conton was taken, Edward
Bouchard went on duty at one o'clock, aad
while visiting his posts found e«verything
“yregular’? until he chme to the last picket,
who was near the gate. During the usual
conversation with this sentry, ho thought he
heard & noise insido the wall.” He remarked
it and thoy listened intently. Becoming
satistied that something of an unusual char-
acter was going on within, Le procured a
long scaling laddor, and with much difficulty
climbed the wall near the gate. Cautiously
looking over, to his great surprise hesaw
an immense number of Chinese, working by
tho aid of lanterns, and quite noiselessly
gottin 2 guns into position. Counting these
lie numbered twenty. Descending he sent
the very reluctant picket up, in order that
if necessary hoe might have évidencs to es-
tablish_the correctness of lus nlarm. The
picket having returned, they instantly re’
ported the preparations the Chinese were
hurriedly making fora sorfie to Capt. Hall,
who as instantly took speedy mo.sures to
defont therr plans. The alarm was given
sbout half past 17 o’clock, and by 3 o'clock
twenty-one guns and « large number of
artillerymen were ordered up. The guns,
heavily charged with cahister and grape,
were placed in & semi-circle position before
the gato, withthe “blues’ and artillerymen
drawn up as close as possible.  Justas the
break of day was glimtiering along thesky
the moment for the dreadful work arrived,
foc then the huge gato began to open slowly
inward. When nearly swwung open at a given
signal, there came from ihe dark outside 2
blinding flash, and the tremendous battery
and somo hundreds of riflesawere simultane-
ously discharged upon the doomed and
thunderstruck Chinese. The effect of this
cross fire was terrificin the extieme; guns

ed in the leg. Ho was removed on a stretch- | and men were literally torn to fragments

er, and for & humber of weeks was in a pre-
carious condition. However, he then rapid
ly recovered. He received his second medal
then.

[
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and blown all over the street, the emptied

 rifles wero rapidly relonded, the guns drag-

ged in through tho gataand tarned on the
horrified sortis party. Another awful vol-

As every one knows when the Russian' loy, and a charge was made when awfol

war began in *54 the whole fleet was in 2, slaughter ensued. The result of all this was

groater or less degreo engaged. Four ves-
els the Styz, Hastings, Cybele, and Grappla

that upwards of 1,200 Chinese wera killed
and Canton taken. The Chinese little

went Northward near Japan. in order to, thought, when preparing their battery for
intercept any Russian vessels attompting to, the destruction of the littla camp before
pass that way. Aftec waiting o length of | their gate, that they were giving an oppor-
time, they unexpectudly came upon two, tumity to thew .cnomies to conguaer and re.
hugo Russian mea of war, oft tho post of, duce thenr town. and bring their Emporor to
Petropaulaski, Ina sharp and sanguinary | suo for peace. .

Admiral Sterling at once recommended! vinco of Canada.—St. Johns News.

battle of two hours, the enemy, who was

the subject of this sketch for a Victoria
Cross, whick some six months afterwards
arrived, and wag added to tho collsction of
threo medals already on his breast. Capt.
Wall expressed bhirself highly gratified to
be the one who fastened it on.—lhe Ad.
miral sovoral times presentod him with
packages, which wero found to contain con-
giderablo sums of money. At this time, as
upon several oscasions previously (onceat
the capo of Good Hope) Bouchard was of-
fered a commissien, which he declined, being
under the belief that he would be compslled
to remain in the navy as long as he would
the slightest degroe bo capablo to serve. It
is to be regrotted that he did not, for he
cortainly would have made proportionately
as conspicious a mark.

He was again placed on the Castor, Com
modoro Trotter. The tifth vessel in which
he saw sorvico was the line of-battle ship
Renvion, 101 guns, Captain Forbes. Hi
last ship was the Phaeton, 51 guns, Captain
Tatem From this man-of war ho was land
ed at Sheerness, where for sixteen months
Le had charge of ship and naval stores in
tLe Larracks of that port. His time before
his discharge was too short to allow him to
go to sea again. . .

In June, 1866, ho was discharged, having
a Victoria Cross, four medals, a pension of
£26 stg., besides other emoluments, and.
above all, & character without stain orre
proach during a service of 21 years.

After bidding his ¢ld ‘¢ salts’ farewell he
came home and residad four years with his
friends at Cape Breton. But he had for
gotten lus native language, and acquired
such love for the sea. that he found it im
r ossible to remain on land, and consequent-
ly-ho has siper been in the merchant ser-
vico, and 18 pow 2nd mate on the Sunbeam,
a large vessel trading betweon London and
Montreal. Mr. Bouchard says he hasnot
had time to get married, but will do so this
winter. e has his friends warmest wishes,
and they hope he may concludo the life 50
honorably borne throughout, it happiness,
and that the Ports in which he sLail heave
his last anchor, may bo well adapted to him.

A most unsoldierlike cry is raised annual-
ly at the cnd of the drill season, of “The
goneral is coming,’’ and becomes worse year
by year. Thoresultis a general brushing up
of everything, and_though many battalions
arescarcaly moved by their commanding
ofticers out of the tenor of their ways, the
majority are. Every mmaginabledull, &ec,
is gone through asnd crammed into a fort.
night, ad nauseazum. Now, the questionis
askod in military circles, how far the regu
larity and frequency of inspections tends to
ncrease the efliciency of the army? No
dount regiments should bo inspacted but
commanding officers should be duly 1m-
pressed that their regiments should always
be ready forinspection, and that the present
excitable “bruslung-up’’ system 13 noti
the least necessary, and should at once
cease.—Court Journal.

Cul, Coffin, the head of the Ordnance
Tands Bureau, arrived in St. Johns on Mon-
day evening, and inspected the burracks the
following morning. It is rumoured that
the Ottawa government will clzim compen-
sation for the amount of the damage occas
ioned to this property by the recent fire
The demand would not ™e un_x-gasonablc,
inasmuch ss the military authorities agreed
1q zostore the buildings in tho same covdi
tion as they wero raceived from the old Pro-



