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Nor can we think that the intellectual s~pirit of the age 15 on the whole
favourable to elevated piety. Faith is loft outside, disparaged, whilc mn
worship in the temple of' reason. We inust have intellectual preachers in our
pulpits, intellectual books to rond, intellectual f'riends to visit, and intellectual
pursuits to fli up our lcisure moments. Cod lias given mnan the power of
thouglit, and has set honours upon it. It is a noble power, but net the most
important, and man's heart must ho fcd, as well as his understanding, if 1118
seul is really to live. Yen, truc life, the life that will never die, depends more
upon the former than the latter. The inordinate cravings of an intellectual
pride se rnanifest oftcn, especially aniongst the young, is unfavourable to the
truc powe.r and enjoyment of' religion-that religion in which trutli reveals
herseif only te the humnble wershipper ia lier forte.

.And miglit we flot say that the seetarian spirit of the age lias semetlîiug te
do with, feeble piety? This grieves the Spirit of God, without whoem godli-
uess must dee;îy. Every seet glorifies itself te the disparagemtent or exclusion
of aIl the rest. Over the pertice of its sanntuary it ývould bave the world te,
rend, IlWisdom and salvation are chiefly here."- Nor are we quite guiltless
in tliis niatter. We know botter than to think that grace and truth are only
witlî us; but we dlaimu a large share of wisdomn. The constant talk about
Ilour priaciples" saveurs occasionally of conceit, and sometinies stands in the
way of holy and united action for our Lord. May we ]<new and show mnore
of the glory whicli Christ -ives te His disciples, that we miay be one with al
that love Hiin, in order that the world rnny know that the Saviour lias corne.

By the operatien of thesc and other causes the Christian life may languish
amengs t the churehes and declension becorne apparent. And has it flot been
so ? Did we not coniplain of the fewness of conversions, of the srnallness of
attendance ut our prayer-meetings. and of the general letliargy and eoldnjess
havrelicus professors ? Blessed be God, a change begins to appear; and we

haereeutly beard, and do stili hear, the earncst cry, "O Lord revive Tliy
work."'

(To be continucd.)

in aur summary !ast nionth of the :meeting of the Congregational Union nt
Blackburn, we neticed +he meceting held in connexion upon Congregational
principles. The speech d-3]ivered by Mlr. B. Daines upon the occasion was se
able and conelusive that we are sure our friends wilI be plcased te have an
opportunity of rondin it. As it was tee long te gfie cnti re, wc have loft eut
those portions referringi te the progress of the Anti-Church Rate 3lovcrncnt,
%wlich, is more especially interesting te our brethren in England.

Thieir great objectsans Chirit;tians and as Congregationalist8, were first, ta main-
tain the purity of the Church af Christ; and, secndly, the freedom of the Churci
of Christ. iey feir. both of these te be grand and e8eential objets, and they feit
it ta he a part of the duty imposed ur.an thern, by Christ and the apasties, th-at
they shotdd f4luem the ple 1w.Mr«yrs anid reformerq, in all ages of the world
in lieing jealoma, very jealous, zealous, very zealaus, for the mnaintenance of Serip-
ture truth. In order te, maintain the purity and freedom cf the Church of Christ,
thcy cnnceived that three things wcre espcially nccessary:- first, that the Churcli
should cansist only of truc believers; secondly, tlft the Churchi should be seif-
governed ; and thirdîr, that in erder te do thi; itshould be sclf-sustaincd : that ita


