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LEO NI POPE,

Venerable 3+cthron, Fhalth and Apron
tolte Benearctoon,

To the extreme shores of the East,
discovored by the success and valour
of the DPortugucas, whither so many
tend intont upon commerce, Wo, too,
with the bop=s of far highor gains,
evon from the beginning of Our Ponti-
ticate, turned Qur ¢y es and Uur atten
tion. Thoso immenwe regions of India,
in which for so many centurica the
work of s0 many evangelisers has been
spont, are present to Our wiod and
nrouso Our charity. The firat tigure
that occurs to 's among their ranks
is that of St 1 homas the Apostle, to
whom is justly attributed, os to its
firat author, tho apread of the Gospel
in Iadia. Anothor 1 that of St.
Francis Navier, whe at o letor period,
laboured in the sawe praisoworthy
cause, distinguished by a constancy
and a charity 8o incredible that he
converted one hundred thousand souls
from the fables and impure supersti.

tions df the Brahwins to a sound faith X

aud worship. Theexawple of tho saint
has boon followed by many clerics,
hoth eecular and regular, who, uander
the guidance und mission of the Apos
tolic See, bave atrive to guard and
promote thosesacr: d tnatitutions which
Thomas founded and \avier restored
Norhas the work 1 duy cesped  Nevor
theleas in the vaat tracks of that coun
try how wany men are at a distance
from the truth, and plunged in the
darkuess of supers'ition, eapecially in
the north, how extensive a tield ready
far the reception of the Gorpel has not
yet boen fertilised 3

These considerations have not, how
ever, deprived U's of Our confidence in
the mercy and gooduras of (Gud, Who
alona knows the arrival of opportun-
ities and occasions for imparting His
light, and Who with an all wise but im-
perceptible inapiration from or high, ie
wont to draw men towards the path of
walvation. Yet at the same time, We
ton, os far us 1n us hes, wish and feel
bound to undertake the work in order
that so large a portion of the globe
may be bendfitted by ocur vigilance.
For this and, We have carefully exam-
ined if We could not io some way
organige and develap the action of the
Church 1n India, and with happy sue.
cess make many provisious well calcul-
ated to guard the C'atholic natme.
Firat of all, with regard to the patron.
spe of the Portuguesr nation in the
Indies, We have concluded a durable
treaty with the Most Faitbful Kiag of
Portugal and Algarve. By this docu-
ment disgensions nut light, which have
for 8o long a time agitated tho minds
of Christians, have ber art at rost
Moreover, We considor it prudent and
wholesowe to form out of tha various
Christian commanities, which formerly
were sunject to Vicars and Prefects,
rea! dioceses which should have their
own Bishops, and be governed in ac-
cordance with canon law. Moreover,
by an Apostolic letter, *Humaowe
Balutis " given on the first of Septem-
ber, 1886, o new Hirrarchy was con-
stituted, comprising cight ecclesiastical
provinces— viz, those of Gos, the Patri.
archal See, Bombay, Verapoly, Cal.
cutts, Agra, Madras. Pondicherry, and
Colombo. Ina word, Wo have con-
stantly eodeavoured to effect in that
country eversything that secmed to Us
useful tawsrds the spreading of faith
snd pioty.

Thero remains for Us, howover, one
other great work upon which depends
in a groat measuro the salvation of the
Indiee, and to its resheation we wish

you, Venerahle Dretheen, and all thoso
who love humanity and the name of
Ohristian, to turn more than aver your
attention. The Catholie Faith in the
Indics will nover have a sure defence,
its propagation in the fature will not
bo suiliciently wall gnaranteod, as long
a3 there ia n lack of winisters chesen
from the natives of the country aud
trainod up to the sacondotal offices,
who will not only bo an aid to the
foreign wissionaries, but will alo Lo
able in their own citics o administer
tho Christinn religion.
dosn to memory that the same idea
was present to the mind of St. Francis
Xavier, who, it is said was wont to aay
that the Christian religion could nover

sot firru roots in the soil of Iudin unless !

it wore aided by tho strenuous exer
tions of pricsts born in India. How
clear was his judgment in this pacti

cular is quite mamfest.  For the work |

of those apostolic men who leave
Europe and enter Indin finds many
olatacles, espectully o want of kuow
ledge of the vernacular—a knowledge
which is with difticulty acquired Bo-
sides thin, there in a differonce of idvas
and & manner of living to which 1t
requires many years to becomo accue-
tomed, in such o way that Furopean
clergy there seew ever in o strange
land. Henen since tho masws lend an
unwilling ear to the voico of strangers,
it is clear that the work of native
pricsts will hear far greater fruita
They know tho iuciinatiuns, bent, and
mannners of their own countrymen,
they know the time for speaking, for
ailence - in fir ¢, Indians among ludians
are free from suepicion, an advantagoe
which 1t were useless to explain capeay
ally m cnitical circnmsatanoes.

Finolly, it is to b ol pved that the

i numeer of foreign nssionaries 12 too
»mall to sullice for the instruction of the

Christian communities that now exist
in those parts. The statistics of the
Missionary Societies clearly provoe this,
tite unceasing petitions of the ladian
Missions made to Propagaunda for the
sending of wmoure numerous preachers
of the Gospol, confirm it. Now f at

the present moment the number of |

foreign priests is insuflicient to attend
to the wants of the Catholics of Judin,
what will take place in the future
when their
Foy it canuat be hoped that the nuam-
ber of priests sent from Europo wul

increase in proportion to the wants of .
Therefory, if
the salvation of the Indians 15 to boe |

the (‘atholics 1n India

provided for, it is necessary to choose

from omong the natives, subjects who .

after a fit training may be able to fultil
the oflice and duty of priests.

Ia the third place, a fact wust not
be forgotte . of which, though it may
seem unlikely, no one can deny tho
possible occurrence—-namely, tunes
way befsll Ilurope and Asia of such a
nature that foreign Alssionanies may
be forced to abandon the Indian
Missions.

when no minister of the Sacrameats
and no teacher is at hand to do so?
The history of Chiua, Japan, and
Ethiopia teaches us sufliciently clear
leggons upon this head.  More than
once has it happened in China and

. Japan that during storms of hatred

and pervecution raiged agawst the
Christian name, when foreign Mission-
aries have been subj-cted to death or
banishment, favour has been shewn to
pative priests, vho, on account of the
knowledge of the langusge and customs
of the country and of their connections
and relations, bave beer. allowed not
only to remain in the country, but in all
its provinces to excercise the dutiea that
appertain to the care of souls. On
tho other band, in Ethiopia, whoro the
Chrigtisns were two hundred thousand
in number, tho absence of native priests,
after the execution or hanishment of
foreign Missionaries, hrought about the
loss of the fruita of a long apostolate.

Finally wo must turn our eyes to
ancient days and religiously retain

It is handed !

what was then donoe with profit.  The
Apostles, in the discharge of their
misston, first took ca=o to fill the minds
of tho masscs with the procopta of tho
(lospel, then they chose from among
the faithful fit subjects, whom they
{nitiated in tho Baceed Mysterico, and
afterwnrds advanced to the episcopnl
dignity. Such was afterwards the
condurt of the Romsn Pontifls, who
hiave pever failed to counsel aposatollo
men to cendeaveur to find in all ports
whero there oxista a sutliciently large
body of the faithful, sacred ministors
among the nativea.  Hence, in order
that the afety and propagation of the

nuwmnber is multiplied 1 ;

In such circumstances how .
i the t hristian religion to be guarded

i Faith may bo safoguarded in lndia it
| 18 incumbent that Indians sbould Lo
raised to the pricsthood, so that no
matter what may be tho condition of
| the times, they may b ablo both to
i administer to and govern their follow
| countrynien.
IFor this reason, in obedience to the
admonitions of the .Apostalio See, the

Profects of Indian Mimsions have
i founded sominaries wherever  per
j misaion was granted them. Morcover

in the synods of Colombo, Bangalore,
" and Allahabiad, held in 1887, it was
- decreed that cach diocese shold have
its sominary for the cducation of
native ministers, and if somo of the
sutiengans  were, through lack of
means, prevented from doing this, they
were to sond their subjects to  the
seminary of the Metropolitan where
they woere to be educated at their
expense  The Hishops, indeed, en

good intonttous are all but thwarted
Ly the poverty of fomilies and the

was.ers of study and education.  Thoe
resule 1 that there 18 scarcely o single
somnoary 1 which the education of it
" inmates is perfect, and this at a time
, when Civil Goavernors and Protestants
in no small number .pare neither
woney nor lahour to secure the polisi. «d
cducation of youth.

Hence is 1t clear how useful and
consonantl with public order in lndia
would be the founding in that country
of various colleges in which young men,
the future hopes of the Church may re-
i ceive a finished education, and learn
those virtues without which they can.
: not either holily or ueefully exerciso
i their dutiex  After having rotnoved
the causes of dissension by mutual
agreements ar  Witer having regulated
the administration of the dioceses by
the establishment of the hierarchy,
our object would be geined were it
permitted to Us to soe the foundation
i colleges for the craining of nativo
; mnisters  For onco that a seminary
i is founded, great hopes may bo justly
' entertained that it will send out from
, s walls numerous fit pricsts, who will

spread abroad the hght of rehigion with
; skalful 7eal. For a work so noble and
; 80 uscful for tho salvation of so many
wortals, 1t 1e advantageous to csll to
your aid the cooperation of the in.
' babitants of Europe, the more so that
We alone are unable to meot the
necessarily heavy oxpenses.  If it s
the duty of Christians to consider all
wen, wheresoever they be, as brothers,
and congeqaontly to exclude ne cne
{ from their friendsbip, how much more
‘ are we not beund to do this when it is

a question of salvation of our neigh
bour! WWherefore Weo wuarnestly ask
you, Vencrable Brethren, to aid Qur
plans and Our undertakings. Eodesa-
vour to make known to all the actual
condition of tho (atholic religion in
those romoto regions, let ali krow that
it is incuwbent upon thom to do someo.
thing to benefit the Indiavs, and let
this be told to those especisls who
believe the bast advantage of niches to
bo cheir gencrons use.

We know woll that it is not in vain
that Wo appenl to ** “fopnce of
your peoplo. If the.
the expenses necoasa.
of the colleges of
above spoken, we sha

devote tho surplus to ather useful and
pious enterpriacs,

As an augury of celestinl blnasings,
and as a pledge of Oar Fatherly care,
with all Our heart W o grant to you,
Venerable Reathren, to the clergy and
faithful of your dincoses, the Apostolic
Bonediction.

Qiven ot St Peter’a, Rome, the
socond day of June, 1500, i tho six
toenth year of Our Pontiticate,

lao NI, Povr,
- - -

Whother Pastiur aml hovh's pecnliar
mades of treatment wiil ultimately prevafl
or not, thele theory «f hlood contamination
ia tho correct . -, though 5ot the original,
1L was an this theary that Tie, L C Ayer,
of Lowell, Mass, neatly fifty vears ago,
formulated Ayer's Narnaparilla.
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