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Somo years have now passed since a fow scattered individuals
in the City of Ottawa and its neighbourhood, bzcame aware that
they agreed in dissenting from the views entertained by the mass
of thy commurity in regard to theological matters.  Something
moro than mere agreement in dissent drew theso persons together ;
their desties and aims were in a great measure concordant ; and
naturally they “spa’ic often ono to another,” sometimes enquiring
when the opportunity would arise of enjoying tho benefit of
regulur intercourse. They were sensible of the vast advantages
rsulting from association, and often wished that their number
might somo day Lo such a3 to make it possible for them to hold
regular moctings for purposes of wmutual instruction and edifica-
tion.
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: Sti'l ho cannot thoroughly enjoy his liberty alono ; and when be

sees o hostilo world, hio wants to know and to feel that some ono
stands abreast of him,—that le is not all alone. Cut a man oft’
from all congenial companionship, make no demands upon his
socinl fucultics, and thero is much danger that his moral nature
will either wither or barden, that everything will full away from
him, but tho imponetrable little nucleus of self.  We all nced the
discipline of common work carriod on, not in the spirit of com-
petition, but in tho simple spirit of good-fellowship. This ulone
will place us in right relations with our fellow-men, this alone will
enaMle us to regand the world with all its variad activitiesin a
spirit of broad humanity. Do you say that, in the very act of
asgociating upon special lines, wo form owrselves into a set apart
from tho rest of society 1 I answer, 3cs but by partaking, our-
sclves, of tho benefits of association, we learn to respect more or
less overy institution, every influence, that binds men in the bonds

" of good fellowship, and educates them in the scienco of society.

In addition to thoso to whomn I now moro especially refer,

there were others of similar views, but less favorably situated, as |

boing moro isolated, and scarcely in communication with any one
to whom they counld look for sympathy, or even unreservedly
express their opinions. I nced bawndly say, that therc isno ono
who neods sympathy more than the Freothinker.  Droadly speak-
ing, ho hag tho world against him, he has the whole force of
tradition against him ; ho has against him to somo cxtent his own
organization, moulded as it bas been by the institutions aud creeds
of the past. QOn tho othor hand, of course, ho can take himself
to wit=iess, in the fino language of Matthew Arnold, that o has

e ¢ o Toced nodarkness
Sophisticated no truth,
Nurscd no delusion
Allwwed no {ear.”"

T Empedoclos on Etna."

We shake off our individualism, and lemrn that me.: were made
for one another, and that the highest happiness any man can

" yealise is that which comes from social harmony. To have felt

this even once, is to havobeen a man’in tho highest senso of tho
wond ; to have felt it never is to havo missed the chiof glory of
1ife :uul of humanity.

At longth, to those who were waiting and hoping, an opportunity
such as they desired presented 1t.solf An attempt which was
made to cstablish a Unitatian Society in this citv, brought them
together.  Somn wero at first disposed to assist the Unitarian
schiemo : but aftor a frec interchisngo of views, it beesmo apparent
that a freor aud loss formal organization was what they really
desired. A very informal meeting of half a dozon persons was
held in the street after one of the Unitarian moeetings, and it was
then and there detormined to onganizo a Liberal Society. What
preciso shapo it would take, no ono then knew ; but every member
of that little assembly knew that something was wanted ; and all
scomed to think that they wero agreed as to what that something
was. Well, that was cight months ago, and the result of the
bricf confere~co then held was the erganization of tho Progressive
Socioty.

Thero aro several quostions concerning our organization which



