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where some little spots of ground had been planted with taro, yams, and
bananas, and told us that these were plantations for the dead. These islanders,
with all their darkness, feel that man does not cease to exist at death, and that
some provision must be made for another world. The idea of the soul’s immor-
tality secems to be interwoven with ‘our very constitution, wnd is universally
believed by these barbarous tribes of the human race, as well as by the more
refined nations‘of antiquity. .

On our return to the vessel, a pleasing incident occurred, which ought to
encourage us to “ sow beside all waters.” The captain ordered some food to
be given to the Santo natives who had been with us. They sat down to eat it,
but before the food was touched, one of their number who had been ai Maré,
in a most devout manner, asked God’s blessing on it. The example of this
poor heathen ought to make many blush in our own favoured land, who never
acknowledge God in' all their mereies.

October 21st—The population about the bay is very sinall; and the largest
native town is nearly four miles distant. After breakfast this morning, & party
from the vessel, accompanied by some natives, set out to visit this place.
When we were on our way, the spot was pointed out to us where the Raroton- -
gan teachers lived, and their graves also. They were stationed here by Rev.
A. W. Murray and myself in 1861 ; but they took fever and died a few months
after we left them. They appear to have removed from the locality where we
expected them to live, and they could séarcely have chosen a more unhealthy
place than the one which they did. The orange tree which they planted is in
a most flourishing condition, but the natives consider it sacred to the dead, and
do not eat the fruit of it. A tiresome walk under a burning sun brought us to
the town of Vovo, which was our destinatipn. It was impossible to compute
the number of houses, as they were much concealed by trees, but there were
many of them. They were not laid out with any degree of order, but were
usually in groups of four or five, and each of these groups was surrounded
with a neat reed fence. It was pleasant to walk through this native town,
though there was little to be seen in it. It was very quict, as it was planting
season, and most of the people were away at_their plantations. We visited
the town-house, were all public meetings are held, and found it a good thatched
building, and the order in which it is kept is very creditable to the natives.
We called on Lepas, the chief of the place, and found him in his own private
house, ready to receive us. He is an elderly man, venerable in appearance,
and very little of the savage about him. He has two wives much younger
than himself, who seemed very attentive to him. We made a present to the
chief, and he gave us some yams in return. On our return we took a road
which led us through the plantations of the natives, and saw many at work
planting yams. The chief, at our request, accompanied us to the vessel. I
asked the natives of this place if they wished Christian teachers to live among
them, and 1 give their answer in the simple and graphic language of our inter-
preter : “ Plenty man like missionary too much ; suppose missionary come here,
man Santo no more fight; by and by all man make book,” i. e. learn to read.
‘This part of the island, as well as Naku-in-chinu, is clearly open for m'ssion:
aries,"and no time should be lost in entering doors of usefulness which Gad, in
His providence, is opening to us. May God,in mercy to these isl:nders,
speedily raise up men who will be willing to forsake the endearmerts of home,
and come far hence to preach unto them * the unsearchable riches of Chiist.”

AMBRYM.

October 24th— Arrived at this beautiiul island to-day. A boat was lowered
and we pulled in towards the land. It is three years sinec the Dayspring
visited this’place, and tlie natives did not recognize her. They mistcok ber



