IN NOVA BCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES. é

.possessed no more caim and habitual fellow-
{ ship with God? Have you done no good?
i Hus prayer meither been offered in truth, nor

from the suffering of even mental depression,
80 touchingly deseribed by the poet as

" A grief without a sich, veid. dark and drear,
A stifled, drowsy, unimpasxion’d grief,
) That finds no natural outlet, no relicf
1 word, or sigh, or tear!”
Think of the mercy of having been able to
enjoy God’s beautiful world, und to feel the
e in'its acenery, its music, and its Llue sky,
uring the summer that has passed, as you

walked ulong the sea-shore, among the woods, .
“fullness of God.

across the green fields, up the glen, over the
Woorlandy, or gazed on the glorious lundscape
from the windy summits of the old hills.
ealth of body and f mind !—Oh, common,
most blessed, yet, alas ! how often unnoticed,
8ifls of God !
wi l“"e-yuu received other mercies connected
ll‘“ your temporal well-being ?  Perhaps at
'¢ beginning of the vear (as at the begin-
Mg, may be, of many a year before) things
%ﬁked very dark for you aud yours. Yet ** hi-
therto” Gog has helped you. You may never
av¢ had more ligkt on your psth than what
gnabled you to take the next step with safety,
Ut that light has never fuiled you. God
"}‘ been pleased thus to discipline many of
18 people,  You wmay, possibly, remember
; 20 peculiar _deliverances :—from sickness ;
‘::’:: woney difficulties ; from bodily dangers;
¢ unexpected additions to your means of
°mf0r.t and of usefulness.
-AG,‘"!, call to remembrance your social
‘h"cleﬁ, which have come more directly
frim‘:lgh others. Thiuk of the relations and
Bit:n s who have been spared to you! Be-
t wll:h your dearest,and pass on from those
vl Others less closely allied, but still most
ued, and number them all, if you can.
mg:"y remain whom death threatened to re-
m ¢ during the past year? Have any, have
. any, been a comfort to you ? Have your
UXieties regarding the well-being of others
%en lessened 7 Have beloved ones been
81ven to you during the year—auch as & wife,
i‘nh:;:igand, ot a cbild ? 1t God bath led you
. way during the i
indeed to be remeﬁ:hered'.m“ year, it ought
‘A&“d.l.f those Christian friends have fallen
;'"P in Jeyus, then it is a great mercy to
Now most certainly that they are your
friends still, and your best friends, too; and
You shall thank God for the happiness which

they now enjoy, and whi
X 3 whic 03
with them. 1% b you hope to share

N But you have other mercies to remember
fendes these.  Surely much has been done
hor your spiritual good by yvour Father in
eaven. He ha.s shown padence. forbearance,
::dd(.mg-suﬁ'ermg.mward you ; and has heen
f?% Ing you during these past montha by
aithful ministers or faithful friends ; and hag
beer, striving within you to bring you to
.“l_ml"‘_f. aud keep you there. Have you
: Joyed no peace in_ believing, nor gained
uy victories over self aud ajn? Have you

spswered in love? Has all been fruitless
and dead ? Obh, let us beware of the false-

i hood of denying spiritual mercies bestowed

on us by God! *If I should say I know
Him not, 1 should be aliar like unto you,”
suid our Lord. The graces of the Spirit, the
least of them, are the earnests of eternal
goad, the assurances of erjoying the whole

Bor YOU HAVE SORROWS TO REMEMBER.
Alas! we are in litile danger of forgetting
these. 'T'he sunny days may come and go
unheeded, but the dark ones are all register-
el. We cannot forget that * the Lord taketh
away ;” but why do we not as vividly remeth-
L:er that the same Lord ¢ giveth,” and that iu
both cases we have equal cause, did we only
see it, to exclaim, “ Blessed be the name of
the Lord!” I ask not what these sorrows
have been. Enough that they are very real
to you, or to those who are bound up with
you in the bundle of life. It was a weary
time to you in the wilderness, and it is well
to remember that portion of the way in whieh
you have been led, which was as a dark
valley and shadow of death.

"‘AND wHAT OF S1x? That is what makes
it 20 hard for us to remember the past jour-
ney. The backslidings and fulls in the way;
the careiess straggling behind ; the lazy rest-
ing places ; the slow progress; the careless
devotions ; the misspent days of the Lord;
the opportunities lost of doing good to others,
or of receiving good ourselves, through pro-
crastination, sloth, and irdifference ; the
manifestauon of our unloving and selfich
spirit toward our brother, in envy, bad tem-
per, backbiting jealousy,” or ~unguarded
speech ; the little done or given fur God's
work un earth, in charity to the poor, or te
“our own flesh” who required assistance ;—
the everything, in short, which deters memory
from looking steadily at what it could blot
out for ever from its record! Yet it is of
great importance that this portion of the
journey should be remembered ; although it
is not for the way in which God led us, but
which we choose for vurselves in our ignor-
ance and self-will, Ponder it well! Récail
what your conduct has been in avoicing
temptation ; how you have made use of the
means of grace; the daya in which you may
have lived without God,or if you prayed to Him,
wheh you did so0 as a form, without any real
faith or love ; the days in which you have been
80 presumptuous as to live without * faith in
the Son of God,” and to meet trials, tempta-
tions, and Cuties, without secking sirength
from the Holy Spirit ; the Sundays that have
come and goce without having been improv-
ed, and sermons heard in vain, and publie
worship joined in outwardly only; the linle
help, or possibly great discouragement given
to Christian ministers and mewmbers by veur



