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DOMIIINION LEGLSLA TION, 1896.
The sixth session of the seventh Parliamnent has produced but

littie legisiation of either general or special înterest, if we exç-lude
some twenty-six Acts concerning various railways, and haif as rîiaflY
more relating to private companies and associations. Theesaue
are flot yet but shortly 'viii be in the bands of the printer.

The public Acts might easily be compressed into thirty pages,
For this dearth of a great deal of necessary legisiation and freedol
from a considerable amount of necessary statute law, we can thalIk
our friend the Reniedial Bill. ,eAn Act respecting the Behring Sea CIaims Convenitioni,gie
to the Commissioners who may be appointed to investigate the claifis
wbich will become due under the Paris award, the same powýers a5 a
J udge in Court in regard to the subpoenaing and examination Of wit
nesses, and any of the parties interested mnay be represented b>'
counsel or sol icitor.

The next Act provides separate subsidies for stearnship services
between Canada and the United Kingdom, and betweeii Canada and
France and Belgium. Formerly there was b)ut one subsidy and one
service, the arrangement being that the contractif l ne shudcal'
at a French port on its way to the English terminus.th

A somrewhat lo'sely drawn Act relates to the liabilitY Ofth
Crown and Public companies in regard to labor used in the con'
struction of public works. Money paid in by a contractor as securitY
may be used to pay workmen to whom the contractor makes defauît'
The Act also specifies the manner in which the workmnan rua>'
enforce bis lien.

Chapter 6 dispenses' with the revision of the voters Iists tl
year, and chapter 7 is the usual bonus of 12 days pay to Senators
and members wbo have been absent for tbat numl>er of days duriflg
the session just concluded. Another chapter niakes an alteration Of
the customs' tariff in regard to the date of importation of niffing Il'smelting macbinery. 

inrgrd tOA few amendments are made to the Railway Act inrgotberby-laws by the director's, and the expropriation of lands. nd thchapters deal witb the Montreal Harbour Comr'ni-ssioners a" ilTurnpike Trust, the debentures of boan conipaflies, the adulteratof honey by feeding suigar, etc., to bees, and the Animnal Cnaiu

Diseases Act. Che t faCaate by hen Chief justice of the Supreme Court. The Wan oquorum in this Court, which has been of frequent Occurrec bYlat, b resonof the illness of judges, is now partly obviatdbconstituting any four judges a quorum where the parties consent-


