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no longer Jesus and his apostles, as wve
knlow thei Lui Scripture, but.* the priest of
their parisl. The court of appeal for the
conscience was îîo longer the Bible, but the
prlest, or above hlm, the priest of prlests-
Uic Pope of rZome.

At the very outset this change of miasters
must have seecmed raLlier a benefit than a
disadvantage. A person is always more real,
more inspiring, than the dcadl wvitten page,
and to have the law of God represented, not
b3- a book that mighit be laid on a sheif,
but by a person, wvho ivas the living, miani-
test, insuperable enibodiment of that la"',
miust have seemed a great advantage ini
those rougli, barbaî'ous times, especially as
the priest of those days wvas largely a man
of great self-mastery, with a passionate
sense of bis mission to a lost wvor1ld and
an enligliteumient and lite before whicl the
people bowed in reverence.

"Evil thouglits are stayed
At bis apl)roach; and low-bowed neeke en-

treat
A benediction from his voice or hand."'

But the glory of this priesthood passed
away, and tliat largely because, even for it,
the' lrepiîwr 0f the conscience was not Christ
in Scripture, but the bishop of Rome In
the interests of the Church of Rome and
ber revenues an endicas code of duties wal;
put on the Christian, miost of which were
tounted as binding as tlîe moral law. Then
followvcd the practice of renlitting these du-
tiezn for a suni of money, and the systein
oie "indulgences," by wvhieh mcn mîust have
becu led to believe that the pardon of sin
coulci be purchased at a price. Over and
above this, so niany of the lawgivers o! Uhe
ehu rch were living in gross and immoral
violation of the laws they mnade ani even
thc fîîndanicntal laws of charity and purity,
that înen's hearts were growing sielk of the
church as their guide in lite, and there was
a deep yearning for a voice that vould be
the! voice of God to them, and great was
the joy when that voice was heard in the
appeal of Martin Luther fromi the church
to tic Seniptures.

III. The Seriptures Fouuid Again.

Three things brouight the people baeck
f rç,m the authority of the priest to the au-
thority of the Scriptures,

(a) The revival of ]earning.
(b) The discovery of printing.
(c) The translations.

(a) "The Revival of Learning"' was a large
'uoveinent of the mind 0f Europe back to
thc study of aucient languages. A resuit
w as the study 0f Roly Writ in the ancient
llebrew and Greek, and the consequence of
tli~ is as that mcn once more knew the beau-
tiluil simplicity and moral grandeur of the

Gospel ani ils Infinite superlority t.o church
rites ani traditions. Brasmus gave hie lite
Le putting Into tic baînds o! cultured men
the Newv Testanment in the Greek, and lie
boldly contrasted the simplieity of the past
with the worldly ponîp and pride of lite
of the present.

Here is an example. Commentlng on thc
words: "The Kingdom of God cornes wlth-
out observation," lic says: -I saw with my
own eyes (Pope) Julius Il. at Bologna, ami
afterwvarcls at Rine, nîarclîing at the head
of a trixumplîal procession ns if lie were
Poinley or Cacsar. St. Peter subdued the
world by faitlî and flot with arme or isol-
diers or nîilitary engines. St. Peter's suc-
cessons would win as niany victorles as St.
Petcer won if they liad Peter's spirit."

That Erasmus feit that hie h:td touind
Christ in the New Testament may lic seen
in his words:

"Thiese books give us a living Image of
Christ's hoiy mmnd. Were we to, have seen
hi with our own cyes we should not have
hadl s0 intimate a knowlecige a.s thcy give
ef Christ speaking, hîenling, dying, rislng
again, as it wcne, in our actual presence."

No wonder that Erasmus, having found
Christ in the Gospels, wished ail men to
know hlm. "I wish that even the weak-
est woman should read the Gospels, shotild
read the episties of Paul, and I wish that
they were translated into ail languages so
that they miglit be rend and tindcrstood flot
only by Scots and Irishmen but also by
Turk<s and Saracens. 1 long that the hus-
bandnian should sing portions 0f them to
himscîf as lic follows tlîo plougli, that the
weaver should hum them to the tune of his
shuttle, and that the traveller should lie-
guile with their stories the tedium of his
journey."

( b) The second matter that brougit back
the Seriptures te their place o! authority
nver the conscience of the pnple «was the
«"Discovery of Fn ig"Its immediate re-
suIt was that books became many and cheap,
even to the poor. Hiad Erasmus' New Tes-
tament »ccen eirculated by copies in band-
wviting, liow slow would have been the
growth of its influence. Printed, it seized
on men's îninds in evcry country and every
station. The Pope on his throne and the
poor monk: Martin Luther in hie celi, each
had his copy. A handwritten copy o! Wy-
cliffc's New Testament sold at $220 o! our
money; a printed copy of Tyndale's New
Testament, at about $10. Printing, by mah-
ing it possible foi' evcry man te have his
Bible, restored the Scriptures to their place
oef auithority oveî' nipn's minds.

(c) "Translations." Only one step was now
wanting. It 'vas to give the Seniptures to
the people in the language thcy could un-
derstand and wvhich they loved. Martin Lu-
ther gave the Germans their Bible.

In England two generations o! scholars
set themselves to the task, and the result
of their -vork is that w%%e hold in oui' hands
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